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A Sociological Survey of Factors Affecting the Political Participation of
students in the tenth Parliamentary Elections of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (A Case Study of Islamic Azad University of Kerman)

Mohsen Behnampour' & Kamal Javanmard’

Abstract
Political participation is considered as one of the major indicators of
development. In this regard, students, as part of a country’s human capital,
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can play a decisive role in the management of its affairs. The aim of this
research is to examine the sociological factors affecting the level of political
participation of students in the tenth Parliamentary Elections of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly. The study employed a survey research method using
a questionnaire. The statistical population of this study consisted of students
of Islamic Azad University of Kerman totaling 1vac¢ students. The sample
size of rar students was chosen through stratified random sampling method.

Several factors which were referred to by Lipset, Miller and Quelle play a
role in increasing political participation. The variables measured as having
an impact on students’ political participation are: the willingness of the
individual to participate, the desire of the parents and friends of the
individual to participate, place of residence, religious beliefs and economic
status. Among the variables economic status and education, attitude and
religious beliefs showed the greatest impact.

Keywords: Participation; political participation of students; politics;
elections; social capital
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