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The purpose of this study was to explain the effects of reverse migration on the
economic, physical, and environmental development of the Mahale Anzal villages in
Urmia County from 2017 to 2021. The research design was descriptive-analytical. The
statistical population of the study was 944 households of returnees to the Mahale Anzal
villages, of which 275 households were selected using the quota sampling method and
randomly responded to the questionnaires. The data were collected using a researcher-
made questionnaire with a reliability of 0.818 and analyzed using SPSS-V.28 and Lisrel-
V.10 software. The research questionnaire had an acceptable validity of exploratory
factor analysis (0.847) and confirmatory factor analysis. The results showed that there is
a positive and significant relationship between reverse migration, economic
development, physical development, and environmental development (P<0.01). Reverse
migration had a direct and positive effect on economic development (0.69), physical
development (0.56), and environmental development (0.55) (P<0.01). Additionally,
reverse migration had an indirect and positive effect (0.34) on physical development and
(0.28) on environmental development through economic development in the Mahale
Anzal villages of Urmia County (P<0.01). The authorities should strive to develop the
economic conditions of the villages, which will lead to the improvement of living
conditions, the strengthening and updating of rural housing, and consequently the
physical and environmental development of the villages, thereby improving the living
conditions in the villages for reverse migration.
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