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Abstract

Sports development is such a multifaceted concept that limiting it to organizational and structural
factors cannot clearly explain the relevant processes. The purpose of the current research was to
design the Iragi championship sports model based on basic psychological and structural processes.
The research was of a qualitative type and based on the Glaserian approach to grounded theory. In
this regard, 17 in-depth interviews were conducted with scientific and executive experts in
championship sports in Irag. The data was analyzed by an open, selective, and theoretical coding
method, and according to the results, a total of 93 final codes were identified and appeared in three
sections. The first part of the codes, in the form of five categories of infrastructural and physical
challenges, public problems, programmatic problems, financial challenges, and attitudinal-
cognitive challenges, showed the main concern of the participants in the research. The basic social
process of the research was also determined in the form of two groups of structural and
psychological processes. The structural processes of the research included the scientificization of
sports development, the structural mechanisms of success, the stabilization of financial resources,
the internationalization of the sports system, and the professional system of championship sports,
respectively. The section on basic psychological processes identified the institutionalization of the
development mentality, the growth of the professional mentality, the normalization of sports
development, and the concentration of efforts. We should move forward in each of the two basic
psychological and structural processes according to the outlined steps, and the synergy between
these two processes will enable the development of championship sports in Iraq and lead to
success.

Key words: sports development, social process, structural factors, psychological factors,
champion system.
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3 Evolution
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