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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the role of social components of
group online computer games in the lives of teenagers. The method of this research was qualitative
and by step-by-step thematic analysis of Brown and Clark (2006). Non-probability and purposeful
sampling and data collection was done through interviews. For this purpose, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with 12 teenagers playing computer games online. Purposive sampling
was used until theoretical data saturation was reached. Data analysis resulted in 54 primary codes, 8
basic themes, 2 organizing themes including "positive and constructive social components” and
"negative and destructive social components" and an overarching theme titled "social components of
group online computer games". The results showed that various factors may be involved in social
communication around modern online computer games, which have an effect on the social life of
teenagers who make up the majority of gamers of these games. ldentifying and examining these
components can significantly help in designing and modifying cultural and educational programs as
well as effective communication between people who are in contact with teenagers in any way.
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