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Presenting the Circulation Model of the Elites in the Public Sector of the
Islamic Republic of Iran using the Foundational Data Theory

Mehdi Jadali', Mohammad Zia'aldini', Mostafa Hadovinejad"

Abstract

Elite circulation refers to the movement from one point to another in the managerial domain. The
purpose of this study is to model the circulation of elites in the public sector of Iran. The current study
is qualitative research based on the grounded theory method in terms of practical purpose and approach.
The statistical community was formed by experts and professors with opinions in the field of public
administration; were selected and the research sample was selected by using the theoretical sampling
method. To achieve this, while conducting in-depth interviews with 25 professors and experts, a set of
initial themes (302 themes) were reassembled during the coding process, and issues (16 issues) were
extracted from within them. The core paradigmatic components under the titles of causal conditions
(Managerial components, Structural components); strategies, youthfulness in managerial arenas,
specialization, displacement of managers at macro and national levels, contextual conditions: personal
characteristics and behavioral characteristics; intervening conditions, the main issue (tendency towards
elite circulation), and consequences of elite circulation in the public sector (Individual domain,
Organizational field, social and political sphere) were determined. The research results indicate that not
utilizing elites will turn the strengths of the public sector into weaknesses and opportunities into threats.
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