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Table 1. Levels of sense of place from the point of view of theorists (source: authors)
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Figure Y. Standardized causal relationships between the factors affecting the sense of belonging to the place (source: authors)
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Abstract

The sense of belonging to a place expresses a deep emotional connection between a person and a place, which means that a
person defines himself with the place and considers his identity as a result of it. In today's societies, where the identity crisis is
one of the problems facing urbanization, especially in new developments, residential neighborhoods can be responsible for a
part of the meaning and identity burden of cities, whose residents have a sense of responsibility, commitment and belonging to
their neighborhood and surrounding environment. have and consider themselves part of the place. Such a feeling, by expanding
the spirit of participation and interaction with the place, leads to creating common concerns among residents and increasing the
level of social sustainability in new urban developments.

This research is based on the paradigm of positivism, in accordance with the considerations of quantitative methodology of
descriptive and analytical type, and according to the focus on the purpose of clarifying the concept of sense of belonging to a
place and explaining its related components and indicators, it was carried out in three stages. In the first stage, by reviewing the
history and literature of the subject, analyzing the content of the researches, the dimensions, main components and indicators
of the sense of belonging to the place were defined, and then the theoretical model of the sense of belonging to the place
was formulated. In the second stage, 195 samples were randomly selected from the residents of Jahdshahr neighborhood by
the survey method using the questionnaire tool. In the third step, using structural equation modeling in AMOS software, the
impact of each component on the sense of belonging to a specific place and the causal relationships between the components
of the sense of belonging to a place were determined by path analysis. In this research, in order to increase the validity of
the data, by considering the effects of the control variable, the effect of economic factors has been controlled to measure the
impact of indicators of sense of belonging to the place in Jahid Shahr neighborhood.The research findings demonstrate that the
semantic-perceptual component (satisfaction, perception of place, identity, and personality) has the highest impact on the sense
of belonging to the place in JahidShahr neighborhood. Following that, the individual-social components (interaction with the
place, duration of residence), physical-territorial components (accessibility, location, visual richness, visual proportions), and
activity-functional components (comfort, flexibility, access to facilities) hold significance as well.

Causal relationships between the components of sense of belonging to a place and correlation coefficients in the form of path
analysis model show that "physical-contextual”" component as an independent variable has an effect on the "individual-social"
and "activity-functional" components, and the two components "individual-social" and " "functional-functional" as mediating
components affect the "perceptual-meaning”" component. According to this model, in addition to the direct effect on the
perceptual meaning component, the "functional-activity" variable is also effective on the "individual-social" and "functional-
activity" components. Therefore, by increasing the indices of "activity-functional" and "individual-social" components, the

"perception-meaning" component also increases.

Keywords: Jahid Shahr, Sense of belonging to place, Planned neighborhood, structural equati.
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