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Abstract

The issue of urbanization and its rapid growth has resulted in urban green spaces gaining significant attention as one
of the few remaining natural environments in cities. The aesthetic aspect of these spaces is of utmost importance, with
designers and planners focusing more on it than any other aspect during the design, planting, and arrangement of
vegetation. Hence, it is crucial to identify the key aesthetic criteria for these spaces. This research aims to determine the
most important aesthetic criteria for the landscape of Gonbad-e kavous city. The study employs Delphi approaches,
Qsort and Goal Achievement Matrix method. To achieve this, a questionnaire comprising photographs taken during the
spring and autumn seasons of 2022 and 2023 was created and distributed to the citizens. The responses from 100
completed questionnaires, collected in two stages from 50 randomly selected citizens, were analyzed using Qsort and
Goal Achievement matrix method. The study successfully identified the most crucial criteria. Results from the
questionnaire analysis revealed that, according to the participants, the type of vegetation, visual appeal, and balance are
the most significant factors contributing to the beauty of the urban landscape, scoring 100, 93.75, and 87.5, respectively.
These findings can assist researchers in enhancing the visual quality of urban landscapes. Furthermore, it is essential to
identify more precise and practical criteria that influence the beauty of streetscapes, replacing abstract criteria. This will
facilitate a more efficient and comprehensive evaluation of cityscapes for urban designers and planners.

Keywords: Beauty criteria, Green space, Plant species, Sidewalks Gonbad-e Kavus, Urban landscape, Urban
environment.
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