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Abstract

The aim of this research was to analyze the content and financial support trends in the Iranian
Football Premier League and the Spanish Football Premier League (La Liga) in four
categories: industry, stability, support, and support dependency. This descriptive-analytical
research used a comparative study approach through content analysis and quantitative trend
analysis. The population and sample of this research were the supporters of clubs participating
in La Liga in Spain and the Iranian Football Premier League from 2010 to 2022. All data were
collected from library sources and analyzed. The results of the research indicated a clear
difference in the analyzed indicators between Iranian and Spanish football. The popular
industry supporting and stable industry in Spanish football was betting and online gaming,
while in Iran, it was the steel and automotive industries. A notable finding was the strong
dependency on the government among support categories in Iranian football, which
contrasted with the 100+% presence of the private sector in Spain, highlighting the unique
role of the private sector. In general, diversifying support categories, aiding in maintaining
supporter stability, promoting private sector involvement in football, and strengthening
businesses and industries related to sports and football are essential factors for developing
support in professional football. It is recommended to focus on these aspects to enhance
support in football.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Financial support plays a crucial role in shaping the structure and sustainability of professional sports clubs.
Sponsorship and financial partnerships serve as a key revenue source, influencing the commercial success and
competitive balance of football leagues worldwide. However, the patterns and dynamics of sponsorship differ
significantly between developed and developing sports economies. This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis
of the content and process of financial support in the Iranian Football Premier League and Spain’s La Liga from 2010
to 2022, focusing on four main indicators: industry category, stability, support relationship, and support dependency.
The comparison provides insights into how market maturity, private-sector involvement, and industry diversification
influence the sustainability of football sponsorships.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative approach, using content analysis and quantitative trend
analysis as the main techniques.

The population and sample comprised all professional football clubs in La Liga (Spain) and the Iranian Football
Premier League that were active for at least 80% of the seasons between 2010 and 2022.

All data were collected through library sources, official club websites, and valid documentary records. The research
instrument was a researcher-made coding sheet, the validity of which was confirmed by sports management experts for
both face and content validity. The reliability was measured using the Pi Scott index (0.89), indicating high coding
consistency.

Descriptive statistical methods — including frequency, percentage, and graphical representations — were applied
using Microsoft Excel for quantitative comparison across the defined indicators.

Findings
The comparative analysis revealed clear disparities between Iranian and Spanish football sponsorship ecosystems:

e In Spain, the dominant and most stable sponsoring industries were betting, online gaming, air transport, and
real estate. From 2018 to 2020, online gaming reached its financial peak in sponsorship intensity, signifying
the advanced commercialization of the Spanish sports market.

e In Iran, sponsorship was mainly concentrated in state-aligned heavy industries such as steel and automotive
sectors, demonstrating limited diversification and market-driven investment.

e The dependency structure also contrasted sharply: Iranian clubs displayed a strong reliance on government-
linked entities, while Spanish clubs were entirely supported by private corporations, showing 100% private-
sector participation.

e  Emerging sectors in Spain, such as music and entertainment industries, entered the sponsorship scene after
2020, reflecting the dynamic nature of market adaptation — a phenomenon absent in Iran’s context.

These results illustrate that Iran’s sponsorship landscape remains institutionally centralized and less adaptive, while
Spain’s is driven by competitive market forces and brand-value alignment.

Discussion and Conclusion
The findings underscore the structural gap between the state-centered sponsorship model in Iran and the market-
oriented sponsorship system in Spain.
While Spanish football benefits from a liberalized economic environment allowing diversified private investment,
Iranian football sponsorship remains constrained by political dependency and limited private participation.
From a developmental standpoint, the stability and diversity of sponsorships in Spain create a sustainable financial
ecosystem that supports club growth, marketing innovation, and international branding. Conversely, the concentration
of sponsorship in Iran within a few state-affiliated sectors restricts competition and undermines long-term
independence of clubs.
The study further suggests that fostering private enterprise involvement, expanding the range of supporting industries,
and ensuring transparency in sponsorship contracts are vital steps toward reforming Iran’s professional football
financing structure.
This comparative analysis demonstrates that the sustainability and evolution of financial support in professional
football depend on economic diversification, private-sector engagement, and institutional independence.
Spain’s La Liga exemplifies a mature sponsorship economy, integrating technological industries, entertainment, and
service sectors into sport financing, whereas Iran’s model remains heavily state-dependent.
For Iranian football to achieve sustainable growth, it is recommended to:

1. Encourage private investment in sports industries.

2. Diversify sponsorship categories beyond heavy industries.

3. Promote regulatory frameworks that separate clubs from governmental ownership.

4. Foster brand-based partnerships that connect sport to broader cultural and business networks.
Overall, the findings provide a theoretical and practical basis for sports administrators and policymakers to enhance
sponsorship structures, increase competitiveness, and align Iran’s professional football market with global standards.
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