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The sustainable development program aims to create a balance between the three
dimensions: reducing the burden on the environment and natural resources,
maintaining economic growth, and promoting social cohesion. Ignoring any one of
these three aspects can jeopardize the success of the entire development process. The
current research was conducted to identify and validate the antecedents and
consequences of the sustainable development process in West Azerbaijan after the
Islamic Revolution. This applied research Was carried out with a mixed sequential
exploratory approach. Factors were identified with a qualitative approach using
thematic analysis method. Participants in this stage included academic experts, experts
in sustainable development, and experienced managers of organizations responsible
for sustainable development in West Azerbaijan province, selected through purposeful
sampling. A semi-structured interview was used to gather their views. The quantitative
stage was carried out in order to validate the identified antecedents and consequences,
using structural equation modeling (confirmatory factor analysis). For this purpose, a
questionnaire based on the identified factors was designed and distributed among the
selected experts to evaluate the relationships between indicators and categories.
Quantitative phase data were analyzed using Smart PLS version 3 software. The
findings showed that the antecedents of the sustainable development in West
Azarbaijan include governance-sustainable development obstacles (obstacles caused
by the government, obstacles caused by civil society and obstacles caused by the
private sector), environmental factors (political, cultural, social, economic,
technological and geographical climate), strategic factors (macro (national) level
strategies and micro (regional) level strategies). Also, the consequences of the existing
process of sustainable development of The consequences of the existing sustainable
development process in the province were classified into three categories:
environmental, social, and economic consequences. Quantitative analysesalso
confirmed the significant relationship between indicators and variables at the 95%
confidence level. The results of this research can provide useful knowledge to manage
the sustainable development process in the province.
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By aligning  economic, social and
environmental objectives, sustainable
development policies change the paradigm of
global development. Sustainable development
as a response negative environmental and social
consequences of unilateral approaches to
economic development following the industrial
revolution and the change in human attitude
towards growth and development. This concept
seeks to avoid past mistakes with a new
perspective on development, aiming for
complete and balanced progress. In its broadest
sense, sustainable development means the
correct and efficient administration and
exploitation of basic, natural, financial and
human resources in order to achieve the optimal
consumption model. This model, through the
use of technical equipment and appropriate
structures and organizations, aims to
continuously and satisfyingly meet the needs of
current and future generations. Investigating
sustainable development indicators such as per
capita income, health, education, and literacy in
West Azerbaijan province reveals that despite
the province's high potential in agriculture,
tourism, mining, and its three border regions,
underdevelopment is evident in these
indicators. The absence of a study providing a
macro  perspective on the sustainable
development process for senior managers in
West Azerbaijan has led to repeated past
mistakes and  partiality.  Consequently,
managers face the same challenges every four
years (the tenure of each government), often
dealing with problems previously encountered
and sometimes solved by their predecessors,
without being aware of these past solutions.
This issue is the main concern and challenge of
the present research and motivated the
researcher in choosing this themeThe lack of
recognition of the obstacles, background
factors, strategies, and consequences of the
sustainable development process has led to
uninformed decisions in this area, potentially
wasting existing resources and hindering the
achievement of the goals of major national
plans, including the national and provincial land
acquisition documents, five-year economic,
social, and cultural development plans, and
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annual budgets. The results of the present
research can provide practical information for
managers of organizations responsible for
sustainable  development, including the
management and planning organization of West
Azerbaijan province. Based on the identified
obstacles, contextual factors, strategies, and
consequences, these managers can develop a
roadmap to modernize the stage of sustainable
development and achieve the objectives of the
country's development programs as effectively
as possible.

The current research was a sequential
exploratory mixed-method study (qualitative-
guantitative) with a practical purpose, cross-
sectional in terms of time, field-based in terms
of execution, and involved data collection in
multiple ways. A qualitative thematic analysis
approach was used in this research. For this
purpose, a purposive quota sampling strategy
was employed Based on this, 18 managers and
executive experts with the necessary experience
in the field of sustainable development were
selected. Among these research participants, 9
were academic staff members of the university
and 9 were executive directors, comprising 14
men and 4 women. Structural equation
modeling and confirmatory factor analysis were
used in the quantitative research method. In this
phase, a questionnaire designed based on the
factors identified in the qualitative research
phase was used as the data collection tool. The
questionnaire utilized a five-point Likert scale
ranging from "strongly agree" to "strongly
disagree. The statistical sample in the
guantitative phase of the research included 18
university experts who, along with possessing
the necessary knowledge and experience about
the investigated phenomenon, were also willing
to participate in the research. Therefore, the
researchers selected them using the snowball
sampling method. Form and content validity
were used to check the validity of the
questionnaire. The questionnaire's questions
were reviewed by two experts in the field of
sustainable development, who confirmed their
validity. For quantitative data analysis,
structural equation modeling (confirmatory
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factor analysis) was conducted using Smart PLS
version 3 software.

The findings obtained from the qualitative
phase of the research to answer research, which
aimed to answer the research question (What
are the antecedents and consequences of the
sustainable development process in West
Azerbaijan?), showed that out of the total of 84
codes extracted from the interviews with the
research participants, 25 subcategories and 11
main categories were identified. Examining the
results of the software in standard estimation
mode and significant coefficients showed that
obstacles caused by government, civil society
and the private sector, along with strategic,
environmental, and contextual factors, had a
high correlation with sustainable development
and were able to explain it well. Additionally,
all obtained coefficients were significant. Based
on the results of this analysis, all 84 obtained
indicators  were  confirmed  Examining
Cronbach's alpha coefficient to measure
reliability and internal consistency (internal
consistency) showed that Cronbach's alpha
values for all variables were greater than 0.7,
indicating the reliability of the questionnaire.

The review of past development policies and
programs, which mainly aim at simple
economic growth, is crucial. It isnecessary to
protect the environment within the goals and
ideals of sustainable development to have more
support in the country's planning system.
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Establishing a national and provincial
committee for sustainable development goals,
promoting  people’s  participation  and
strengthening non-governmental organizations
and civil societies are essential. Including
sustainable  development goals in the
development plans of various economic, social
and environmental sectors, strengthening the
systems for collecting statistics and trend
information to achieve these goals, conducting
training courses and organizing national
conferences, facilitating the connection of
national and international organizations, and
reviewing policies and programs for the use of
natural resources and the environment are
among the measures that should be
implemented at the national and provincial
levels to promote sustainable development
goals.
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