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Abstract
“Kalileh and Demneh” is one of the most famous and richest educational and

didactic works in the literary and cultural heritage of the world, replete with
instructive fables that have been translated into many living languages and have
inspired numerous adaptations and rewriting. Its influence can be traced in the
works of some European countries, including German literature. This article
seeks to analyze the intertextual relationship between “Kalileh and Demneh”
and the famous “Reinecke Fox” by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, using content
analysis and historical-cultural analysis methods, relying on French school of
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comparative literature and applying Gérard Genette's intertextuality theory. The
results of the analysis show that the intertextual relationship between these two
works is of an implicit nature, and exploring the similarities and differences
between them supports the notion that three chapters from “Kalileh and
Demneh”, namely “The Lion and the Cow”, “Investigating the Work of
Demneh”, and “The Lion and the Jackal”, can be counted among the pretexts
used in the composition of the aforementioned poem. “Reynard the Fox”, a
prominent work in medieval literature of the 12th century, and the stories of
Aesop are among other pretexts used by Goethe. It must also be acknowledged
that “Reinecke Fox” is a profound and realistic satire panorama of medieval life
in the feudal system era, indicating that a work can go beyond simple adaptation
and find cultural and social significance and value. Conducting such research
can further validate the penetration and influence of Eastern culture and
literature on the West.

Keywords: Intertextual study, Kalileh and Demneh, German literature, Goethe,
Gérard Genette's intertextuality.

Extended Abstract:

V. Introduction:
Research Background
“Kalileh and Demneh” is one of the most renowned and rich fable-
based works in the global literary and cultural heritage. Its structure,
filled with moral and allegorical tales, has been translated into numerous
world languages and has influenced European literature, particularly in
Germany. One notable European work inspired by “Kalileh and
Demneh” is Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s “Reineke Fox” or Reynard
the Fox (1794), written as an animal fable emphasizing moral, cultural,
and social values. In 2019, this work was translated into Persian as “The
Cunning Fox ” by Majid Nazemi Ashni. While comparative studies have
examined “Kalileh and Demneh”, no specific research has addressed
the intertextual analysis of these two works, particularly regarding
intertextual relationships. Existing research has primarily focused on the
impact of “Kalileh and Demneh” on European and German fables, as
examined by scholars such as Obermaier, Ulrich Marzolph,
Abdolhossein Zarrinkoob, Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh, and Faranak
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Hashemi. This study, therefore, provides a novel intertextual
examination of these two prominent works in world literature.

Research Questions and Objectives

This research seeks to answer the following questions:
Did Goethe's “Reineke Fox” draw influence from “Kalileh and
Demneh "?
According to Genette’s classification, which type of intertextuality
(explicit, implicit, or latent) exists between these two works?
What are the specific points of similarity and divergence, or intertextual
elements, between “Kalileh and Demneh” and “Reineke Fox"?
Based on the findings, can “Kalileh and Demneh " be considered a pre-
text for Goethe’s “Reineke Fox"?
This research is essential to understand Goethe's intent behind this work
and his message to his contemporaries and future readers. By examining
the social roles and influences that drive literary adaptations across
cultures, we can gain foundational insights and deeper understanding of
the values these works convey—specifically, the moral, cultural, and
social ideals relevant to each society.

Main Discussion:

In this research, using Gérard Genette’s theory of intertextuality as the
theoretical framework, and by applying content analysis and historical-
cultural analysis methods grounded in the French school of comparative
literature, we aim to explore the intertextual connections between
“Kalileh and Demneh” as a hypotext and Goethe’s poem “Reineke
Fox " as a hypertext. The foundation of this study is the widely accepted
Persian translation of “Kalileh and Demneh” by Abu’l-Ma’ali
Nasrollah Monshi, edited by Mojtaba Minovi, known as the
Bahramshahi version. Additionally, the translated stories of Bidpai by
Mohammad ibn Abdullah al-Bukhari, edited by Parviz Natel Khanlari
and Mohammad Roshan, are considered. The paper briefly reviews the
translations and influence of “Kalileh and Demneh” on German
literature, the history of Goethe’s composition of “Reineke Fox”, and a
summary of the poem before analyzing the intertextual relations of the
works.

Structurally, “Kalileh and Demneh ” comprises fifteen chapters in a mix
of prose and verse, whereas “Reineke Fox " consists of twelve chapters



entirely in verse. A notable similarity between these works is the use of
animals as main and secondary characters. In “Reineke Fox”, all
characters have names and represent particular social classes of
Goethe’s era, while “Kalileh and Demneh” features two jackals, but
Goethe’s poem includes only one fox, Reineke, analogous to the main
character Demneh. Both Reineke and Demneh are skilled in deceit,
using trickery to eliminate enemies. Interestingly, unlike many fables,
Goethe’s work sees evil prevail: the villain is not punished but instead
rises to power. Additionally, “Reineke Fox” has another source, as
Goethe was familiar with the “Kalileh and Demneh ” stories through the
“Bidpai ” fables, a fact mentioned in his “West-Eastern Divan”. This
research highlights the significant role of “Kalileh and Demneh” in
shaping Goethe’s work and underscores the influence of Eastern culture
on European literature, specifically German literary and cultural
contexts.

. Conclusion:

This study concludes that although Goethe does not explicitly
acknowledge “Kalileh and Demneh” as an influence, the storytelling
style in “Reineke Fox” — characteristic of Eastern literature like One
Thousand and One Nights and “Kalileh and Demneh” —indicates an
implicit intertextual relationship based on Genette’s theory. Goethe’s
familiarity with the Bidpai translation, as he himself mentions, supports
this link. A comparative reading of these works reveals that three
chapters of “Kalileh and Demneh” (“The Lion and the Cow”,
“Investigating the Work of Demneh”, and “The Lion and the Jackal)
resonate in Goethe’s “Reineke Fox ”. The main difference is the ending,
reflecting Goethe’s intent: Demneh is sentenced and dies, while Reineke
is elevated in status, becoming the king’s right hand. Additionally,
“Kalileh and Demneh” and “Bidpai” are not the only hypotexts;
Aesop’s fables and medieval European tales, such as “Roman de
Renart”, also contributed to Goethe’s creation. By examining the
interactions among tyrants and oppressed classes, Goethe provides a
vivid portrayal of medieval social structures, especially among rulers,
nobles, and knights.
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