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An Evaluation of Martha Nussbaum’s Liberal Analyses of the Issue
of Love

Zeinab al-Sadat Mirshamsi*, Mohammad reza Akhzarian kashani?

Abstract

What Nussbaum seeks is to base ethics on emotions. It seems that love, as an
important emotional state, is not only accompanied by jealousy and revenge but
is also incompatible with liberal ethical principles. In Nussbaum’s view, liberal
principles that love must accord with so that general ethical propositions based
on emotions are adhered to, are mutual relations, individuality and empathy. She
is therefore seeking a version of love that possesses these principles. Thus, after
investigating the views of different philosophers and writers concerning love,
she criticizes any form of domination in love and believes that the only way in
which in the course of a romantic relationship one can respect the individuality
of the beloved and maintain mutual respect is not to have any ulterior motives
and not try to use the beloved as a means of attaining them. Thus, she maintains,
the lover shall concern himself purely with the act of loving and does not seek to
dominate the beloved. For trying to do so would bring jealousy and revenge in
its wake.In this article we have attempted, in the light of Sadr al-Muta’alihin’s
perspective that considers paying attention to the individuality and reality of a
person’s existence, and hence unselfish love, to be possible only when one can
love the concrete being of human beings while seeing also their connection to
the Hereafter, to critique and evaluate Martha Nussbaum’s point of view.
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