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An Analysis of Theories of Political Legitimacy: Farabi vis-a-vis Bruce
Ackerman

Nadia Maftouni®

Abstract

Farabi, in a normative perspective, considers Revelation the sole source of
political legitimacy. However, as a positive analysis, constitutionalism occupies
a pivotal position in Bruce Ackerman’s theory of legitimacy. Seeking to avoid
the failures of Max Weber’s theory, which ascribes political legitimacy to
tradition, charisma, and bureaucratic rationality, Ackerman argues that
nowadays debates over the legitimacy of states revolve, rather, around their
constitutions. The latest work of the contemporary authority on constitutional
law is an extensive analysis of historical, political, and cultural events of the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries in various countries that criticizes,
complements, and extends Weber’s classic work.This essay is an analysis of the
role of the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Ackerman’s tripartite
model. After outlining the model, I will explain Iran’s place therein. It is for the
first time since the Islamic Revolution that the country commands attention in an
academic work of such stature.The first ideal-type in Ackerman’s theory is
“revolutionary constitutionalism”, while “the insider-establishment giving
strategic concessions to moderate outsiders” constitutes the second, followed by
a third “elite construction constitutionalism”. For the first ideal-type, he cites the
constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran alongside such countries as France,
Italy, India, and South Africa. Whereas Mao’s and Stalin’s experience serve as
negative instances of the ideal-type, Iranian system exemplifies positive
revolutionary constitutionalism as well as democracy. For Ackerman, the Iranian
constitutional system has, after more than four decades, stood the test of time.

Keywords: Farabi, Bruce Ackerman, revolutionary constitutionalism,
cultural-political legitimacy, religious legitimacy.
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