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Development Effective Strategies for the Development of Fan Culture in
the Iranian Football Premier League

Seyyed Ziaeddin Razavi !, Mina Mostahfezian 2*

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop effective strategies for the
development of fan culture in the Iranian Football Premier League. The
research method was qualitative. In this study, the data reached theoretical
saturation after 11 interviews with experts (professors of sports management,
sports sociology and executives who were experts in this field). Based on
thematic analysis, data were coded and analyzed. In a thematic analysis, the
data from the interviews with the experts were coded into the research topic.
Then, in two stages, the initial concepts were developed. In the first stage, 32
concepts were extracted from the interviews with the experts. These concepts
were coded in the second stage for greater coherence and for better analysis
and interpretation in the form of 22 more abstract concepts. In the next step,
the concepts generated in the secondary coding process in the form of 8 main
categories or themes (5 concepts for strategies including comprehensive
cognition, application of indigenous patterns of culture, skills and learning,
support and support and 3 concepts for effective outcomes called social,
Cultural and behavioral consequences) were classified. These major
categories (themes) in terms of being abstract are at a higher level than the
concepts of the preceding stage. Based on the research results of club
managers, the Football Federation, League Organization and Support Centers
can consider the strategies resulting from the development of fan culture and
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the application of strategies as important factors affected by the development
of fan culture, in improving the quality and dynamism of the league. They
can take the first step in Iranian football and enjoy its benefits.

Key words: Iranian Football Premier League, fan culture, fan, spectator,
qualitative research.
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