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Introduction

The involvement of forensic accounting and auditing theories in resolving financial
disputes has become a significant aspect of cases referred to judicial systems. These
theories are frequently utilized to assist judges in making informed decisions. The
categorization of judicial cases, summarization of dispute causes, identification of
factors contributing to complexity and delays in adjudications and assessment of the
effectiveness and quality of expert opinions are critical for addressing systemic issues
and achieving the goals of an efficient judicial system. The evidence indicates a rising
volume of disputes between individuals and entities in the Middle East, with financial
disagreements constituting a considerable portion of cases. For instance, in Saudi
Arabia, 45% of judicial cases in 2006 involved financial disputes, reflecting a growing
trend. Similar observations have been made across the region, with average
adjudication times increasing from nine months in 2010 to 14 months in 2012. Such
delays threaten timely judicial decisions and undermine public satisfaction. This
research seeks to enhance the professional performance of accountants and auditors
in forensic settings, focusing on improving the quality, effectiveness and timeliness
of expert opinions.

Literature Review

Theoretical studies often interpret forensic accounting within the frameworks of
epistemology, ontology and axiology. Forensic accounting is defined as a
discipline aimed at preventing fraud and supporting legal proceedings by
presenting reliable financial information (Savu and Badalau, 2021). Singleton-
Green (2015) highlights its role in integrating accounting practices with
stakeholder decision-making to create value and transparency. Vasile and
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Croitoru (2021) emphasize that forensic accounting combines analytical, legal and
technical expertise to evaluate complex scenarios effectively. However,
increasing commercial transactions and disputes amplify the necessity for
qualified forensic accountants equipped with ethical and technical skills
(DiGabriele, 2008). Additionally, studies reveal a direct correlation between the
quality of forensic accounting practices and the prevention of economic crimes
(Luke, 2013 and Mashayekhi and Ajang, 2014).

Brennan (2005) explores the importance of expert testimony in the UK and North
America, highlighting the link between professional remuneration and
accountability. Other studies, such as those by Alshahrani (2017), emphasize the
efficiency of case management and the need for customized resolution strategies
like arbitration and mediation. Awolowo (2019) focuses on developing forensic
accounting systems to detect and prevent fraud. Similarly, Aminian and Tahriri
(2022) provide a structural-interpretive model identifying factors like professional
standards, academic training and legal frameworks as critical to enhancing the
quality of forensic accounting in Iran. Comparative studies also underline the need
for robust regulatory support and educational reforms to ensure effective forensic
practices (Sarkhosh and Safanejad, 2018).

Research Methodology

This study employs a grounded theory approach to analyze the deficiencies in judicial
expert practices in forensic accounting and auditing. Adopting an interpretive and
qualitative methodology, the research explores these issues through semi-structured
interviews with university professors and certified judicial experts. Participants were
selected using purposive and snowball sampling techniques to ensure adequate
representation of experienced individuals in the field. A total of 13 participants were
interviewed until data saturation was achieved. Data analysis involved three stages of
coding: open, axial and selective, based on guidelines from Strauss and Corbin (1990).
The study utilized MAXQDA software for systematic data analysis, facilitating the
identification of key concepts and categories.

The coding process revealed 106 open codes across 601 occurrences, categorized
into primary and secondary themes. Axial coding organized these themes into
causal conditions, contextual factors, intervening conditions, strategies and
outcomes. Selective coding integrated these relationships into a paradigmatic
model to address the study's objectives.

Results
The analysis identified significant challenges in forensic accounting practices,
including a lack of professional standards, limited access to essential documents,
insufficient training and inadequate use of modern technologies. Key findings include:
e Impact of Case Complexity: Diverse and intricate case subjects
significantly reduce the quality and effectiveness of expert opinions.
e Technological Limitations: Minimal adoption of innovative tools and
methods hampers efficiency.
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e Economic and Social Factors: High litigation costs and inadequate
remuneration for experts lead to dissatisfaction and suboptimal performance.

e Regulatory Gaps: Ambiguities in responsibilities, insufficient ranking
systems and limited legal protections for experts affect their autonomy and
effectiveness.

o Judicial Interaction: Lack of collaboration between experts and judges and
unclear case expectations contribute to delays and inconsistencies.

The proposed paradigmatic model addresses these issues by emphasizing the
development of clear professional standards, enhanced training programs,
technological integration and improved regulatory frameworks. These measures
aim to ensure timely adjudications, reduce costs and increase public and judicial
satisfaction.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that addressing the outlined challenges can significantly
enhance the social, judicial and professional impact of forensic accounting in the
judicial system. Effective management of case complexities, regulatory reforms and
technological advancements are pivotal in achieving these goals. Comparisons with
prior studies validate the relevance of the proposed model. For instance, the emphasis
on ethical behavior and adherence to professional standards aligns with Alshahrani
(2017) and Davila (2015), while the need for comprehensive forensic accounting
systems echoes findings from Awolowo (2019).

This study highlights the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration among
accountants, auditors and legal professionals. By establishing robust educational
frameworks and regulatory guidelines, the forensic accounting field can better
support judicial decision-making and societal welfare. Future research should
focus on specific dispute types, such as fraud, bankruptcy and financial
misappropriation, to develop tailored resolution strategies. Moreover,
comparative studies across jurisdictions can provide deeper insights into the
global applicability of the proposed model.
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Figure (2) The pattern resulting from the research (paradigm model)
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