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Abstract

Serum hormonal and ionic determinations were analyzed in normal adult hawksbill turtles
(Eretmochelys imbricata) during foraging season. There were a positive correlation between most
of the blood hormonal and ionic variations and biometric parameters (£<0.01).The range of ionic
parameters including Na*, K" and CI" were determined as follow: 110-115, 2.2-4.6 and 0.8-7 mmol/I
and for Fe2*, Ca?* and P* were as follow 5.3-33.2 pg/dl, 5.8-11.3 and 4.4-15 mg/dl. This study has
produced working reference intervals useful for hawksbill turtles for future conservation and
rehabilitation projects in the Persian Gulf and may be of assistance in similar programs worldwide.

Keywords: Serum hormonal and ionic parameters, Foraging season, Hawksbill turtles, Persian
Gulf.
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