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Study the role of social network sites on social capital
Gholam Reza Azari (PhD)*
Taban Omidvar (MA)™
Abstract
This Research has been conducted with application of survey method with the aim to
search the role of social network sites on social capital. In this research the intention of
social capital is the consequence of interaction and communication in the virtual space.
In the other hand this study has researched social capital on two internet group users:
those that are members of face book social network and those that are not members of
the site.
Social capital with integrating the views of Bourdieu, Coleman, Putnam and Fukuyama,
and the way «network social capital» which characterize with social support and social
confidence has been operative.
Sampling has been done with cluster, accidental and systematic methods within 384
web users in Tehran with the age criteria of 15 to 54 years.
The method to collect information has been questionnaire.
The Findings show that the measure of social capital and social support the two
mentioned groups has significant difference.
Beside this, there has not been significant difference between the amounts of two
groups confidence in virtual space.
There is significant difference with the size of network of the face book users, the
amount of communication with others and the amount of usage of services and facilities
with social capital.
There was no significant difference with the amount of the use of face book,
homogeneity of user's friends on face book and social capital.
The result of regression shows some variables, that the degree of connection with others
has the most impact on social capital in this research.
Keywords: social network sites, social capital, virtual space, social confidence, social
support.
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