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The comparative unbiased coverage of news among BBC
Persian, Manoto, IRIB and IRNN

Akbar Nasrollahi (PhD)*

Samane Soltanipour (MA)**

Abstract

The research concentrate on impartiality or unbiased states of two
local television networks namely IRNN and IRIB Channel One as
well as the two overseas channels namely BBC Persian and the
newsroom of Manoto channel. In order to answer the above
mentioned question, the news coverage of aforementioned channels
has been concerned and further examined from the beginning of
December 2010 to the February 2011. Researchers checked 217 news
items of this television networks by Content Analysis method. The
sample size by purposive sampling is 18 statistical days. To assess the
fairness16 variables like reflect the views of the parties, invited the
parties, use of valuable traits and terms, reasons and results, were
studied.

The research findings show In reflecting the views of the opinions
of the involved groups (proponents and opponents) by anchor or the
reporter, more than 80% of the news in IRINN and IRIB channel one
was devoted to the proponent group opinions, 50% of the news in
Manoto newsroom was devoted to that to the opponents, while the
most news in BBC Persian allocated to the opinions of both groups as
well as these of neutral groups and most of the news coverage was
reflecting the viewpoints of both sides of the concerned issue. Both
positively-valued and negatively valued adjectives have been used in
all 4 networks.

The positively-valued adjectives in the two local networks more
than the BBC Persian and the newsroom were used. Using of
negatively-valued adjectives in newsroom and news network was
considered more than the two other networks. The neutral adjectives
were used by BBC Persian more than the others.

* Faculty Member of Communication Science, Islamic Azad University/Tehran
Central Branch/kasmani3@yahoo.com

"™ MA in Social Communication Science, Islamic Azad University/Tehran Central
Branch/Member Of Yoyng Researcher Club Islamic Azad University/Asmaneh77@gmail.com
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T ettt ettt et ee st ee ettt ee et e e et e aee et aeeseeeeeeeeeaaeneeas Abstract

Despite of the good discussion on guests credential and there
background by IRNN and channel one, there was not much attention
paid to the background information of the interview is by the BBC the
newsroom.

All in all, the BBC Persian has shown to be more unbiased in
covering the news than all the other networks and the induction of
impartiality among for networks is not a significant difference, so
much attention was not paid to it.

Key words: News, unbiased, induced unbiased, Islamic Republic
News Network (IRNN), BBC Persian, Iran’s channel one television
network, Manoto news room



