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The Consequences of social networks
(Case study: national and Ethic identity of Kurds)

Abbas Shafiee Nia!

Abstract

Growing expansion of Information and Communication Technology in recent years
has affected the human life in different fields. One of the major areas is the Cultural
background and discussion of national and ethnic identity. From this perspective,
growing expansion of Information and Communication Technology and formation of
"Networked Society" has led to development and reformation of identity seeking in
nationals and ethnic dimensions in most societies; the most salient example of which
is the growth of ethnic particularism in multi-ethnic communities or transnational
identity seeking growth. This kind of ethnic particularism which sometimes
reproduces itself in ethnic and nationalism forms has been influenced by modern
global technologies and it is seeking to introduce itself for reaching its own
suppressed demands within the modern era. Ethnic conflicts and standoffs in liberal
countries such as France, Canada and Spain and Communism countries like Chine
and Burma, ethnic conflicts in former Socialist countries like Yugoslavia and the
USSR, record of ethnic conflicts in Islamic countries like Pakistan and Yemen all
demonstrate that ethnic clashes has been an epidemic problem spanning all the
universe continents from the Northern America to Europe and Asia and the Oceania.
In this connection, the aim of the present paper was to analyse implications of virtual
network and understanding the typology of identity seeking process of Iranian Kurds.

Theoretical surveys regarding this issue indicate that different theoretical perspectives
could be classified in relation with the virtual space and identity seeking: First, a
group maintain that along with the emergence of technology, including
communication technology, the traditional identity seeking has been dissipated and
the modern identity seeking has replaced and this process occur in the world
concurrently while the consequence will be growth of transnational and global
identities.

The second group place emphasis on complete sustainability and durability of
national and ethnic identities in different societies and even their intensity and
resistance against changes. The third group argues that as a result of growing
developments in the area of globalization, and communication technology, we see a
combination and fusion of identity seeking at transnational, national and local-ethnic
levels.

I Political Sociology Doctoral Student, University of Tehran, Cellphone: +989122185440
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The methodology has been descriptive-analytical and documentation and library
method were applied, though in this paper, the empirical literature review in relation
with the subject regarding Kurds has been the underlying basis of the study. The
analysis of the above subject in the Iranian Kurdistan community indicates that Kurds,
in recent years have applied virtual networks as tools for development of identity
particularism and in this prospect, development of virtual networks in these regions
look to weaken the national identity and development of ethnic identity seeking.

Keywords: Virtual Space, National Identity, Ethnic Identity.
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