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Examining the Quantity and Quality of Educational News Coverage in
Iran’s Television: A Case Study of Channel 1’s 21:00, Channel 2’s 22:30,
and INN’s 13:00 News Bulletins

Akbar Nasrollahi!
Ali Akbar Khosravi?
Maryam Azizi®

Abstract

Education is basis and the very foundation of every development activity, and
is most important pillar of development in personal and social aspects.
Moreover, there is no doubt that media and especially television and the news
play an effective role in this regard. The importance of media in education is so
high that it takes “a parallel educational role” beside official educational
centers, i.e., school and universities. Given this importance and emphasis on the
concept of education in the supreme leader’s speeches and state documents like
Iran’s 1404 vision document, in this study the quantity and quality of
Educational news coverage in Channel 1°s 21:00, Channel 2’s 22:30, and INN’s
13:00 News Bulletins were examined through the content analysis method.
Statistical community of this study consists of the news items had been
broadcasting during first six months in the Iranian year of 1393 (21 March- 21
September 2014). Selection process has been done through the method of total
counting and selection of aforementioned news bulletins, which are regarded
the most important news bulletins across the Iranian TV channels was
objective.

Getting information on the extent of educational news coverage, ordering,
framing, bias, etc., in accordance to selecting, audience needs analysis, and
highlighting theories were among objective of this research. Chief results of
this observation showed that gatekeepers of the news bulletins under the study
selected and broadcasted only 101 educational news items from total number of
5554 news items.
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Seventy five percent of the educational news items in these three news bulletins
were ordered fifth to seventh according to the news priorities. Fifty-four
percent of the educational news items were only a mere coverage of an event;
and duration of 68 percent of them was less than one minute. The quantity and
quality of educational news items, in total, in all of these three news bulletins
with respect to the allocated time, ordering, and framework revealed that
educational news pieces had not been covered in the Iranian national television
according to the highlighting theory. Therefore, a serious consideration in this
regard is necessary, despite this fact the bias of 48 percent of these news items
were considered as positive.

Keywords: News Coverage, IRIB, Educational news, selecting, highlighting.
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