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An Examination of the Constitutive Application of Ego in Husserl’s Transcendental 

Phenomenology 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The major part of Husserl’s attempts to describe the mode of consciousness has been 

devoted to Ego and its constitutive application. The purpose of this paper is first to review 

the role of Ego in Husserl’s transcendental phenomenology and its central place as the core 

of consciousness and second to examine it. Through the study of development of the 

concept of Ego in Husserl’s thought, and by describing and analysing his view regarding the 

role and application of Ego, and its constitutive feature will be discussed. The central 

contention of this paper is that although Husserl regards himself as a cartesian, he criticizes 

the concept of Descartes concerning Ego. This criticism indicates the distinction between the 

transcendental phenomenology and the transcendental realism. At the end of this paper, it 

will be concluded that Husserl by moving from the essential attitute to the transcendental 

attitute through the constitutive application of Ego, achieves the transcendental subjectivity 

as the origin of any meaning and to form the real universe. From Husserl’s point of view, the 

transcendental Ego is the origin of one’s customs, beliefs and normative behaviour and 

considers it as the only condition for perceiving universe. 

 

Key words: Husserl, transcendental phenomenology, Ego, consciousness and reduction. 

 

 


