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Development of Attachment Representations and Maternal Sensitivity
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Abstract
his aimed to examine maternal representation and sensitivity changes as key elements of caregiving system during
T development. Sixty mothers and their children, aged between 18 and 60 months, were assessed using the Adult Attachment
Questionnaire (Hazan & Shaver, 1987), the Working Model of the Child Interview (Zeanah, Benoit, Hirshberg, Barton & Regan,
1994), the Maternal Behavior Q-Sort (Pederson., Moran & Bento, 1999), and the Attachment Q-set (Waters & Deane, 1985) . The
results of Chi-Square test indicated significant differences between observed and expected values among the variables in different
ages. Mothers of 36-40 month children, in comparison with younger and older children’s mothers, were more likely to show "non-
balanced" representation and low sensitivity. This result may be due to emerging negativity and independency during this age period
and the mother's difficulty to adjust herself with these behavioral alterations. So caregiver may not be able to maintain her role as a
sensitive and secure base as before. These findings suggested the impact of mother-child communication on child attachment security

during development and the need to provide mothers with age-appropriate educational interventions.

Keywords: development, maternal representation, maternal sensitivity, attachment security

received: 20 February 2018 s/ sl
accepted: 8 june 2018 AVt oy
Contact information: sh.shokoufefard@gmail.com ol g dgd oKl b i olgy (6583 Aabibl 4,8 dlie ol




alyobs Comlus g (Siwds olessl Jgoo

@ Cwlesy L) Chdsyd (VWY (b) cul sore
L SogS Ayl Sloyos a5 amd o s T« e lae
S 4y (15 S5 )3 (93,84 paxxie 5 ohe LB By
Pl easclidbe ble pliie 4 & )l el
P S G sl Gl ol 4 ome slaols)is
plss o8 ond 48T @G (ol bl (slagtng,
am3 e i3l 1y gy Y] gy Jlain] panll Sty
VW comgy 9 Sy yS-520 Sk «0ygilisg b «955)
OB55 5> (Sdd ()8 pllas (YNY y90d 5 puiiddsSue
5 Cxdigmotn )l kol Ge Shl Ll e
(ep g ) @bl Ul Loy Bl coles
15> sl Ly U e losn] (slacaablB 5 (5 pidnels
ol 1l )3 og0s G pdicnl o9 (Stds oll
5 I8 ool Gl oldalis L & )00 jlod 4 Sy,
SpSoiesl oS b)) Mo jop e
Sk VeV ingy05 9 Jop VW o iagy 9 (gl
A o llingd |y dliue pl Cuenl a5sl (Vo o¥ (ygpb g
Cuow 4 &S > b &S Gl Dy50 ol 50 (VAVY) (U basie
wlS dlye lame 4 ()5 Jio Sl I (53587 sl
pod »ol ol 9 39300 Ly LS g 4 il 9 298
Gl P8l ol 25 4 5 bl 5 e clo) g5l ol
Sl ke 1y alblie g (6 Kty
9 Sy o |y Slodomy Jooo il (VAVY) L
sl ool opl WS e sl )ge (i8l5e s
Jol 3 o2 b g A8 (o0 Jos sl aix olaw ) (St
g ohllzl I lasgeome (Stads pllas (633 o 5> ]
JS5 4 Jpou Jsbo 50 4 25l 00wl melials (slmd o),
5 PP i) (Bl gaw b LS (sloanljd
A g Coles b 53 gl G385 e (g oSSl
2 o S 1305 g 093 10,8 &S 5l Jlllasl y cege
cdl B cos g b Bl g S35 pow g
9 Culgiume Cunl (Son €8l cpl 1> )15 0315 o3 S

Aoddo

Blye 5 355 lue plie 5 e (ble dig ' (Siwdd
(i sb) 205 sl g2 lsz dan by (680 5
AL wad SH8 4 Wy &S G (1> Bgw cpl (VA
eo b1y ol e dlaly )3 S8 5 Wly o cud (52
Ol (V7 i) 9 Doy sl (S «SbS) Njlue
ool g9 4 dly LIS (op Sy @ Joo S
it ool oGl Cstel (g2 g )3 (B yeb 4 (5358
Obislass b j) cudlye 5 clablons & o (I3 psbo ar clly
4 dlessl (Yoo Y19 6 VNN @y 5 (geglaw) B0
abayly 1 b el ol 9 ¥ Soudd 00> 392w piand
b ol j Jes ladlo Job o 5 (ol e L
o ol 5 b aleijl 5SS 4 Sl 9 (5355
(VY ) 09> sladie b ghSes 5 395 ) cute
ke 2135 5 (93 b (S5l 13 45 9 0n te
(Ver A e g SLS)

00 b &S Canl ) (St s el
(loj Job 3 (1o baee (il g LS doei > (S
NN B g g o) Sl (Sl gy S p
Jee s J95 Jobo 53 aSLIL (VWY (g g SIS
ly 395 g ol Hlal BB (Sds ()5 Jde oS
QO Cawd Jb dgge lid b dgs  Siwdds plls (6,550
Joos ool &5 (b imgfy 53 i 393 ) Jse 3 6,5k
xS ol il o o g gl (S8 el b gl Sl
Cauol Dgpaiie sl Cuows &y doul 1 bl Olpuss o
(9ol gl 5 (b i9)90 ol (g Jle sl )
Neod fuw ST Vo0 JuisS 5 owl S (Cpoul )5 V420
J95 9 S298 oMl (o duhe V¥ (503 5y
(Ol el e e (gilian 5 abidg 5 ls ¥ ) T Ll
DA ()58 g Mo Lgp « S pllS Veve ipgile g S
3909 31 e U sl Jlo Jl) adsl (5355 8,53 (VYA (g ol

59° (HBlye plS Clydi & Copolun S5 1l

1. attachment
2. attachment figure

3. National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICH)
4. sensitivity to caregiving environment
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1. Adult Attachment Questionnaire

2. Working Model of Child Interview

3. Adult Attachment Interview
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1. strange situation

<. disengaged

3. distorted

4. Cohen's Kappa Coefficient

5. Maternal Behavior Q-Sort (MBQS)
6. Tarabulsy, G.
7. Attachment Qset
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