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Rorschach and Information Processing Deficiency in Depressed Patients

Fateh Rahmani, PhD

Kordestan University

Abstract

his study aimed to evaluate the efficiency of the

Rorschach cognitive indices in distinguishing the
information processing deficiencies in depressed patients.
Clinical interviews based on DSM-IV criteria for depre-
ssion and Beck Depression Inventory were conducted to
select 30 depressed and 30 non-depressed female partici-
pants in the same age group and educational level. The
Dysfunctional Attitudes Scale (DAS) was run to evaluate
the dysfunctional attitudes. The Rorschach test was run
and scored using the Exner’s Comprehensive System (1990)
to evaluate the Perceptual-Thinking Index (PTI) and the cogni-
tive components of participants. The results indicated that
the Rorschach’s Perceptual-Thinking Index is not efficient
enough to dis-tinguish the patient’s deficiencies in informa-
tion processing; but a combination of several variables of
PTI along with other comprehensive cognitive indices of
the Rorschach can be useful. This study led to the deve-
lopment of a new index called “Information Processing

Deficiency Index (IPDI).
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1..products 6. styles 11. thinking disturbance
2.information processing 7. contenst 12. psychotic

3. scheme theory 8. selective attention 13. cognitive impairment
4. Connectionist models 9. perceptual defense 14. schizophrenia

5. operational functioning 10. reality testing
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1. Perceptual — Thinking Index
2. perceptual distortion

3. cognitive slippage
4. Form Appropriate
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1. dysfunctional attitude
2. dysfunctional attitude scale (DAS)

3. depressogenic
4. depressogenic information processing

5. perfectionistic attitude
6. approval of others
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1. reliability
2. validity

3. Spearman-Brown
4. validity in diagnosis
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