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Abstract

his study aimed to investigate the psychometric properties (validity, reliability and factorial structure) of the Persian

version of the Washington University Sentences Completion Test (WUSCT; Hy & Loevinger 1996) for evaluating ego
development. Two hundred and eighty nine undergraduate students (143 females, 146 males) were selected from different
disciplines of Tehran University using convenience sampling. The guilt subscale of the Personal Feeling Questionnaire (Harder &
Zalma, 1990) and the Chronic Self-Destructiveness Scale (Kelley, et al., 1985) were used for studying divergent validity. The
results indicated that the WUSCT had appropriate internal consistency (ranged from 0/118 to 0/326). The Cronbach o and 2-weeks
test-retest reliability were .781 and .876, respectively. The negative correlation of the WUSCT with self-destructiveness
demonstrated the divergent validity of the WUSCT. The WUSCT could discriminate the group with high ego development from the
group with low guilt and self-destructiveness which indicated the discriminant validity of the WUSCT. The factorial analyses
indicated that the WUSCT was unidimensional. The findings suggest that the Persian version of the WUSCT is a valid and reliable
tool for assessing ego development.
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1. life phase theories 10. empathise
2. developmental stage theories
3. maturational

4. hierarchical

5. Erikson, E.H.

12. Blasi, A.
13. Cohn, L.
14. master trait

6. Loevinger’s ego development theory  15. impulse control

16. character development
17. interpersonal relations
18. conscious preoccupations

7. Steinberg, L.
8. Caufmann, E.
9. sympathise

11. Westenberg, P.

19. cognitive style

20. gibberish

21. objects

22. presocial

23. Washington University Sentences Completion
Test (WUSCT)

24. pre-verbal

25. symbiotic
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1. impulsive stage 5. conformist

2. self-protective 6. group-centered
3. immediate gratification 7. authority

4. egocentric 8. upset

10. in-group
11. self-aware
12. self-consciousness

13. loneliness
14. conscientious
15. self-evaluated standards
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1. individualistic 5. integrated stage

2. autonomous 6. Maslow, A.

3. paradoxes 7. self-actualizing

4. self-fulfillment 8. development measures

9. Cook-Greuter Mature Adult Profile
10. Harthill Leadership Development Profile
11. Torbert/Herdman-Barker Global Leadership Profile
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1. citalopram 7. risperidone
2. nortriptyline

3. sertraline

4. chlordiazepoxide
5. fluvoxamine

6. alprazolam 9. carelessness

8. Chronic Self-Destructiveness Scale

10. poor health maintenance
11. evidence of transgressions
12. lack of planfulness
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1. inconsideration and lack of imitation 4. irregularity 7.shame
2. risk taking 5. lack of preservation and planning 8. guilt
3. stupefaction 6. Personal Feelings Questionnaire 9. self-instability
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