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Abstract�

wo separate but related studies regarding the relationships of mother's attachment to infant and mother's psychological 

characteristics to feeding problem in infants were conducted. In the first study 214 mothers completed the Feeding 

Problem Scale (Levinsohn et al., 2005) and� the Maternal Postnatal Attachment Scale (Condon & Corkindale, 1998). The 

results indicated that "absence of hostility" accounted for 35% of the variance in feeding problem. In the second study, 89 

mothers completed the Feeding Problem Scale and� the Depression Anxiety Stress Scales (DASS; Lovibind & Lovibind, 

1995). Results indicated that mother’s stress accounted for 5 % of the variance in feeding problem. The results from the two 

studied indicated that duration of breast feeding predicted feeding problem. This study suggests that presence of some deficits 

in mother's attachment to infant and mother’s stress increase the feeding problem in infants. 

Key�words: feeding problem, mother's attachment to infant, depression, anxiety, stress, 12-36 month infants 
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1. feeding problem 4. Ainsworth, M. 7. Bowlby, J. 

2. childhood disorders 5. Holmes, J. 8. self-awareness 

3. well-being 6. bodily experience 9. digestive 
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1. secure attachment 3. failure to thrive 5. pickiness 7. struggle for control 

2. avoidant child 4. Feeding Problem Inventory 6. food refusal 8. positive parental behavior 
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1. Maternal Postnatal Attachment Scale 2. absence of hostility 3. pleasure in interaction 
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1. stepwise multiple regression analysis 2. Maunder, R.  3. Hunter, J 
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1. Depression Anxiety Stress Scales 
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1. Johnston, C. 4. mothers working model 7. responsiveness 

2. Mash, E. J. 5. awareness 8. Johnson, C. R. 

3. Barkley, R. A. 6. appreciative 9. Duming, S. 
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