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The Genealogical Values of Vegetative Reason and the
Growth of ""Kin Plant™ in Shanameh Based on
Archetypal Criticism; The Case Study: The Myth of
Siavash and Kei-Khosrow

“Peghah Mahmoodi

Ph. D. in Persian Language and Literature, IAU, Saveh Branch

“Neda Mounzavi

Ph. D. Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Kish Int’l Campus

The approach of archetypal criticism, which has its foundation in
anthropology, is interdisciplinary in nature. This method is particularly
prominent in the study of epic works, such as Ferdowsi's Shanameh, due to
the deep-rooted archetypes and mythological foundations present in these
texts. The collective unconscious plays a dominant role in great mythological
and mystical works, as evidenced by the presence of motifs such as the
repetition of cosmic processes, rituals, gods, and supernatural elements. As a
result, these texts, and particularly Shanameh, are highly suitable for the
analysis of archetypal elements. The purpose of this research is to investigate
and analyze the archetypal connection between plants and humans in myths,
specifically focusing on the stories of Siavash and Kei-Khosrow. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical method and utilizes Jung's critique
of archetypes to analyze the archetypal and genealogical aspects of the
vegetative reason. The findings of this research indicate that the "Kin plant"
(coral plant or Erythrina corallodendron) that grows from Siavash's blood is a
symbol of the archetype of human reason and plant descent of man, which is
manifested in the existence of Kei-Khosrow.

Keywords: The Plant Descent of Man, Archetype, Mythological Criticism,
Shanameh.
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