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The current research aims to compare the actions of mythological characters
from Homer's Odyssey and Darab-nama of Abu Tahir Tarsusi. This study is
based on Georges Dumézil's theory of comparative mythology and utilizes a
descriptive-analytical method. The primary focus is to evaluate the extent to
which these characters' actions align with Dumeézil's theory of three
functions. In doing so, the research considers both the similarities and
differences between these mythological characters. The findings of the study
suggest that the main characters of Darab-nama, namely "Darab" and
"Iskander," can be classified in the same category as "Ulysses." When
analyzing the actions of Darab and Ulysses, it becomes evident that both
characters, as Kkings, exhibit characteristics associated with all three
functions: sovereignty, force, and fertility. However, it is important to note
that Ulysses is the son of Zeus while Darab possesses divine royal glory
(farre izadi). Ulysses is characterized by his intelligence and cunning, while
Darab is known for his power. Furthermore, Iskander forsakes kingship for
religious conquests, whereas Ulysses faces punishment for neglecting to
make sacrifices to the gods. Other characters such as "Tamrusia," "Buran-
dokht," and "Penelope” also play significant roles, embodying the concept of
"purity” with slight variations. In the case of Odyssey, fidelity to the
marriage contract takes precedence in the narrative, while in Darab-nama,
religious conquest serves as the dominant discourse.

Keywords: Comparative Mythology, Georges Dumézil, Three Functions,
Sovereignty, Force, Fertility, Odyssey, Darab-nama.
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