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Mythological Analysis of the Story of Bahram & Azadeh
Based on Northrope Frye’s Theory of Mythos of Fall;
The Case of Study: Enameled Ceramics of Ilkhanid

Period
"Yaqoob Talebi
Ph. D. in Islamic Arts, Tabriz Islamic Arts University
“Bahman Namvar Motlaq
The Associated Professor of French Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University

One of the main approaches in contemporary literary criticism is the
archetypal approach. Northrop Frye, The foremost theorist of archetypal
criticism, argues that the mythological archetypes appear in a variety of
literary texts and the corresponding genres for the four seasons are as follows:
The mythos of spring: comedy; The mythos of summer: romance; The mythos
of fall: tragedy; The mythos of winter: irony. Frye believes the tragedy focuses
on a single hero who passes through the six phases - from innocence to falling
- in his/her life and finally calm prevails in the atmosphere. The present
article, by a descriptive and analytical approach, attempts to study the motifs
of enameled ceramics of Ilkhanid period based on Northrope Frye’s theory of
archetypal criticism. These motifs depict scenes from the story of Bahram &
Azadeh (as narrated in Shahnameh). The results show that the visual narrative
of the story is based on the form of the mythos of fall and the genre of tragedy
and convey a special political and social message to its audience.

Keywords: Enameled Ceramics, Archetypal Criticism, Bahram &
Azadeh, The Mythos of Fall, Tragedy.
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