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Abstract

In the present study, the construction of Azeri Turkish noun phrases is investigated in the framework
of Role and Reference Grammar and Van Valin's (2005) theoretical pattern. In this descriptive-
analytical research, the data have been selected from written sources and by listening to the Azeri
speakers' conversations in eastern Azerbaijan province. Only sentences containing simple noun
phrases have been chosen using a purposive sampling method. Data analyses indicated that the simple
noun phrase in Azeri Turkish consists of one or several dependents. In Azeri Turkish, the dependents
either fall before or after the noun phrase nucleus, and there are constraints for their collocating
together. A simple noun phrase includes layers, namely nucleus, core and a noun phrase, preceding
and following peripheries with operators, and preceding additions. Various adjectives, including
descriptive, objective, object of preposition(genitive), honor titles, reduplicative adjective, possessive
adjective, reflexive pronouns, noun as adjective, quantifiers and appositives are at the peripheries of
the noun nucleus. Noun complement mark, prepositional phrases, comparative and superlative
adjectives, ambiguous(indefinite) adjectives, negation mark, numeral adjective, plural marks and all
the words referring to the quantity of a noun are noun core operators. Demonstrative adjectives,
definite and indefinite articles are noun phrase operators. Data analyses have shown that there are
some characteristics that are specific to this grammar and are not seen in other formal and traditional
grammars, and the relationship of various elements according to different layers of the noun phrase
and its relationship with the core, nucleus and noun phrase can be explained.
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INTRODUCTION

Mankind uses language to communicate and
express his/her thoughts and feelings. In today’s
world, globalization requires learning various
languages along with the mother tongue (Nabifar
& Shayegh, 2011). The language structure
searchers have always tried to classify their
analyses, and traces of these efforts can be found
in recent centuries. The common grammatical
rules have always been drawing the attention of
the general public due to their
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role in producing correct sentences, and the
authors specifically favor them. Syntax and
grammar are two scientific fields that ease the
use of language, with each trying to discover
the grammatical regulations. Words and rules
of their formation are investigated in grammar.
Syntax also approaches the sentences’
formation from another viewpoint on a larger
level (Bejankhan & Roshan Ghanbari, 2020).
Taylor (2002) points out that the noun groups
of a language can feature various internal
structure complexities. However, they are
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functions of a simple principle based on which
noun groups are comprised of a noun and
several depending elements. However, these
elements and dependent indicators can create
various and diverse constructs.

Despite the abovementioned cases, there is
no belief in the existence of an omnipresent
and pervasive system of lexical topics for the
languages regarding role and reference. How-
ever, it is believed that only nouns and verbs
are universal. considers adverbs as added non-
group parts. He realizes an adjective group as a
noun operator. Van Valin Jr (2014) does not
recognize all the syntactic topics of the human
languages as being associated with a central
nucleus or a projection of a lexical and func-
tional nucleus. A noun group is constructed
within two groups, namely simple and com-
plex. The complex noun groups are consisted
of added noun groups, noun groups containing
conjunctive parts and complementary struc-
tures; the rest should be envisioned as simple
noun groups.

Since Turkish is amongst the most fre-
guently applied languages spoken by many
individuals around the globe, numerous dia-
lects and accents of this language are emerged,
making it necessary to investigate and illumi-
nate many aspects of this language’s grammat-
ical structure. In general and in practice, the
investigations have mostly sufficed to the most
well-known sub-branch of Turkish, i.e., Turk-
ish spoken in Istanbul, while many of our
countrymen and women speak Turkish in our
country, Iran; Turkish is even in Iran divided
into species amongst the most common of
which Azeri Turkish can be pointed out; the
role or functional groups of this Azeri Turkish,
including the noun group that is most frequent-
ly repeated in a sentence, can take many forms
like subject, object, indirect object and object
of the preposition in a sentence (Sezer, 1991).

Efforts have been made in this research pa-
per to consider the grammatical structures like
role and reference for adopting a new approach
to Azeri Turkish, thereby discovering the nov-el
cognitive realms of this dialect. Traditional
grammar is a system of rules known as syntax
and sentence structure and governing the
structure of words and sentences; however, in

the contemporary form of the grammar, the
approach mostly considers parts of language
pertinent to areas beyond the phonemic and
semantic constructs of language and dealing
with the quality of their formation. Role-
oriented, sociological, philosophical, psycho-
logical and biological viewpoints are among
the  approaches  that have  caused
metamorphoses in the structure of the
languages during recent decades. Thus, a
simple noun group in Azeri Turkish will be
studied herein based on Van Valin’s role and
reference grammar so that its layer
compositions and each layer’s operators can be
determined and various kinds of words added
before and after the nucleus can be elucidated.

Turkish Language’s Background

Wickman (1988) is an Estonian linguist who
summarized the properties that distinguish the
Ural-Altaic languages from Indo-European
languages in fourteen articles. The followings
are some of the cases pointed out by him:

1. “No grammatical gender is observed in
these languages.

2. There is no such a thing as definite articles.

3. Conjugation is carried out using suffixes.

4. Possessive suffixes are applied for
conjugating nouns.

5. The prepositions and affixes come after
a word in these languages.

6. Adjectives precede nouns.

7. No plural-maker is used after the numbers.

8. Superlative adjectives are constructed by
objectives of prepositions (ablative compli-
ment) (Aram, 2009).

Turkish is one of the most distinct and
most prominent languages of the world in
terms of verbs’ conjugation. The first distinct
attribute that catches the eye in the building
combina-tion of Turkish words and lexicons is
the ap-pending (bonding) aspect of such
languages. According to Aram (2009), in
binding lan-guages, there are binding parts in
addition to the roots of words that may consist
of one or several syllables, and Turkish is a
language that readily omits pronouns.

.Kolahdouzipour (2020) investigated the
construction of noun groups and their preceding
dependents in Azeri Turkish based on X-bar
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theory, and Lotfi, Gowhary, karimi- dustan,
and Azizifar (2020) investigated the strata of
noun groups in Makrani Kurdish based on role
and reference grammar. Furthermore, Ghaffari
(2017) studied conjugations in Azerbaijani
Turkish within the framework of phonemics
and lexicology.

.In addition, Corbett (2000) believes that
Turkish is amongst the languages showing
distinctions between singular, common and
plural nouns in such a way that the singular
nouns of this language do not need to be ad-
justed to a number meaning that numbers can-
not be represented for singular nouns in this
language. Ketrez (2003) believes that Turkish
is a class-based language and, considering the
various kinds of plural nouns in Turkish, he
claims that the class-representing group of
nouns should be deemed as syntactic topics.
Uygun (2007) points to several differences:
predicative adjectives and several complex
adjectives do not imply phenomena, and nouns
do not refer to any feature. Adjectives always
imply a certain property when used as predi-
cates. Moreover, from the semantics point of
view, nouns imply phenomena, not attributes.
Although adjectives can receive conjugational
affixes, they are not conjugated concerning
their nouns. The adjectives’ interpretations are
limited to their becoming a lexical type based
on their meanings. Finally, Goérgili (2018)
studied Istanbuli Turkish nouns based on se-
mantics and signs of nominal number. As it is
cleared from the reviewed literature, there
have been no studies in which the construction
of Azeri Turkish noun phrase in the frame
work of Role and Reference Grammar and
Van Valin Jr (2005) theoretical pattern is in-
vestigated. Therefore, this study aims to focus
how noun phrases in Turkish is constructed
within the Role and Reference Grammar and
Van Valin Jr (2005) theoretical framework.
So, the following research questions are being
investigated:

1. Is the noun phrase classifiable into sim-
ple and complex within the format intended by
Van Valin?

2. What are the properties of preceding
and following operators of the noun phrase in

Azeri Turkish based on role and reference
grammar?

3. Can the properties of simple noun
phrase be elaborated based on Van Valin’s
theoretical framework?

The present study has been conducted
based on the role and reference grammar pro-
posed by Van Valin Jr (2005). The syntactic
construction only has one layer in the theory
of role and reference grammar; therefore, it is
not similar to the derivative constructions in
transformational grammar composed of two
syntactic levels. On the other hand, the syntac-
tic constructions in this grammar, as in Chom-
sky’s grammar, are not abstract and complex
(Rezai, 2003). Van Valin, van Valin Jr, and
LaPolla (1997) believe there is no sure empiri-
cal axiom for any of the world’s languages,
indicating that a language needs to assume a
two-level syntax. Therefore, there is just a sin-
gle syntactic representation level considered in
such grammar, and it is directly associated
with the semantic representation (lbid, p.21).
“This grammar’s theoreticians claim that the
lowest number of possible representations
have been considered for the investigation of
the relationship between form and meaning,
and this theory is minimalist in the real sense
of the word” ( Roberts, J. R., Barjasteh
Delforooz, B., & Jahani, C., 2009, p.3).

To explain the “sentence construction” in
this theory, it has to be stated that the con-
struction of a sentence includes all the general
rules applicable to all the various languages
but with the exception that no rule or excep-
tion can be imposed on the languages that
have been left so far unknown.

Argument and predicate are elements de-
ployed in opposition to one another in this
theory, and argument and non-argument, as
well, are placed in opposition to each other.
The predicate or the nucleus is the part mixed
with other arguments and is indeed the sen-
tence's core. However, the adverbs and the
prepositions fall in the category of non-
arguments, forming the periphery and the lay-
ered structure of a clause. It has to be noted
that there is no such thing as a verbal group in
this grammar.
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In 1986, Van Valin and Foley published a
book named “functional linguistics and
universal grammar” to present a well-codified
form of their seminal efforts. They completed
their theory in the later years; in the article
“the role, the structure and the meaning,”
revisions were made for another time in the
universal and non-universal aspects of the
layered structure of language. It has to be
pointed out that they embedded theories from
other lin-guists in the role and reference
grammar, including the theory of noun group’s
structure from functional grammar proposed
by Michaelis and Lambrecht (1996), the con-
cept of constructional templates from the

constructional grammar, information construct
from Lambrecht’s theory, Kuno’s pragmatic
analysis, Bolinger and Bakerton’s
pronominalization and Jekendov’s opinions
about reflexive pronouns. Van Valin et al.
(1997) suggested the relationship between the
syntactic and semantic representations in this
book and stated that they are neither trans-
formational nor derivative. The thing that
reminded as “case assignment,” “agreement,”
wh-movement,” and so forth in most of the
grammatical theories falls under the title of
“linking algorithm” in this grammar. The final
map of this grammar takes the following
shape:

analyst
xv » Syniactic representation
/_/v
syntactic list e pragmatics
T
discourse

vocabulary of the mental words

semantic representation

»

Figure 1

The general framework of the role and reference grammar (Rasoulpour Hasanlou’ei, 2009)

In this grammar, some elements are viewed
as the primary components of a sentence and
describe the clauses and pillars thereof. A list
of these topics with a lot of importance in role
and reference grammar has been briefly pre-
sented below:

Nucleus

It is the primary semantic component of a
clause incorporating the argument and its sub-
jects. An argument describes an action or a
situation often by means of a verb. Sometimes,
the argument is a noun, an adjective or a prep-
osition (Pavey, 2010).

Core

It encompasses the nucleus and the subjects of
an argument. In role and reference grammatr,
three arguments can at most fall in the core,
and these usually are subject, direct object and
indirect object.

Periphery:

t includes non-argument predicates that pertain
to place and time; the peripheries embrace the
core as a whole (Pavey, 2010).

Pre-Core:

“Amongst the approaches applied by languages
for showcasing a limited core are the non-
central positions, one of which is the pre-core
position located inside the clause and outside
the nucleus. In this position, interrogative
words with subjectified, emphasizing and oth-
er elements that can be themselves limited
core fall. The notable point is that every phrase
can take one extra-central position” (Pavey,
2010, p.280).

Post-Core:

In some of the languages, emphasizing or
tagging elements follow the core. In fact, a
peripheral element cannot simultaneously take
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two positions, so it falls either in the pre-core
or post-core position.

Left- and Right-Detached Phrases (LDPs &
RDPs)

Other elements can be applied before the inter-
rogative parts in a sentence. In traditional gram-
mar, these elements are used in adverb groups. In
role and reference grammar, they are termed left-
and right-detached phrases. In Persian, as well,
right-detached phrases are very common.

Clause Construction in Role and Reference
Grammar

According to Van Valin (1993), the clause is
comprised of two constructs, namely relational
and non-relational structures. Relational
constructs describe the relationship between
the predicate and its subjects. Non-relational
constructs point to the hierarchical building of
the constructs. These two types of constructs
are universal because all of the hosting pred-
icates and arguments, as well as the units’
hierarchical constructs, are distinct inside the
sentences. Since these two kinds of rela-
tionships are essential and universal, the
recognition of them should be exactly
explicated by every syntactic theory.

In this theory, a clause features a layered
structure that is created based on oppositions
in a language:

a. The opposition between the argument
and the predicate; and,

b. The opposition between the argument
and non-argument.

The layers of a clause include:

1. The innermost layer, namely nucleus;

2. Core layer which is composed of argu-
ment and predicate;

3. Clause is comprised of core+(nucleus +
periphery) (Pavey, 2010, pp.93-94).

Construction of a Noun Phrase

Like clauses, the noun phrases feature an
internal layered structure; hence there are
operators describing their various parts. The
things stated about the extent of the operators
also hold true for the noun phrases. The
operators inside a noun phrase should be
presented in a specific order.

When constructing a layered noun phrase,
there is a need for a nucleus, noun elements
and a noun core which is per se composed of a
nucleus and its dependent elements at every
level, as well as possessing its own specific
peripheral elements (Van Valin et al., 1997).
Noun phrases with nuclei com-prised of
pronouns and/or proper nouns do not feature
layered structure. These con-structs are
usually made of referring phrases like proper
nouns and pronouns that take the position of
the noun phrase.

Table 1
Noun phrase operators

Operators in the noun nucleus

Noun representations (countable, uncountable
and noun quantifiers

Operators in the noun core

Numbers

Quantity

Negation marks

Operators on the noun phrase level

Definite articles

Demonstrative adjectives

Table (1) presents the noun phrase opera-
tors. The method with which operators are po-
sitioned in a noun phrase is a function of the
very constraints for the placement of the oper-
ators in a clause. In a noun phrase, as in a
clause, the peripheral elements are responsible
for describing all the three levels, and because
the main duty of the noun phrase nucleus op-
erators is giving a limited description, it is ac-
cordingly logical for the periphery of a noun
phrase nucleus to also include limiting periph-
eral descriptors, including adjectives, noun
descriptors and limiting conjunctive clauses.
On the other hand, the non-limiting descriptors
fall in the periphery of the noun group. The
added prepositional groups and the adverbs
expressing complex events appear in the pe-
riphery of a noun core (Lotfi et al., 2020).

METHOD

The present study is applied-basic research
conducted based on a descriptive-analytical
method. The study population included 500
sentences in Azeri Turkish. These sentences
have been selected from written sources and

jr
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by listening to the the Azeri speakers™ conver-
sations in eastern Azerbaijan province. Using a
purposive sampling method, only sentences
containing simple noun phrases have been
chosen and analyzed based on role and refer-
ence grammar.

Procedure

In this section, the study data will be analyzed.
After being collected, the simple noun phrases
were transcribed based on international pho-
netic association standards. In the construction
of a core for a simple noun phrase, the noun
phrase nucleus and peripheral elements take
part, and they are usually made of various
kinds of adjectives and nouns (Van Valin Jr,
2005). The peripheries of a nucleus are ele-
ments that can fall on both sides thereof. In
this research paper, first, the pre-nucleus pe-
ripheries and then the post-nucleus peripheries
will Dbe investigated. Furthermore, various
operators of core and noun phrases and the
pre-added parts will also be explored.

Simple Noun phrase Construction:The core of a
noun group can be constructed using a combination
of the noun phrase nucleus and pe-ripheral
elements that wusually include noun phrase,
adjectives and nouns (Van Valin Jr, 2005).

Noun phrase Made of Proper Nouns or
Pronouns:
A noun phrase can only incorporate a noun
phrase nucleus, such as a proper noun or a
pronoun; please note the followings:
1. &h Ali
2.me&n Me
Based on the theory proposed by Van Valin
Jr (2005), proper nouns and pronouns lack the
layered structure; so the following examples
demonstrate the proper nouns and pronouns in
a tree diagram:
NP &h
Diagram (1): tree diagram of a noun phrase
made of a proper noun.

Construction of a Noun phrase by Common
Nouns

In comparison to proper nouns and pronouns,
common nouns feature a more complex inter-

nal structure meaning that they have various
kinds of affixes. Makedonski believes that
Turkish is an agglutinative language and a
Turkish word, including a root and a number
of affixes agglutinate to a root and change it
semantically and grammatically (Makedonski,
2005, cited in Lucy, 1996, p.3).

3. gapr &h

NP
Core-N
Nucleus-N
Qap
Core-N
NP

Figure 2
Tree diagram of a noun group made of a common
noun
In Azeri Turkish, pre- and post-nucleus
elements can fall on various layers of the noun
phrase as presented below in order:

Pre-Nucleus Elements of a Noun Phrase:
Nouns with Honor Titles

Honor titles are amongst the peripheral ele-
ments that can fall only before the noun phrase
nucleus in languages like English, Persian and
Kurdish, whereas they can fall both before and
after the nucleus in Azeri Turkish. This section
gives some of the honor titles that fall before a
noun like: a master (ustad), gentleman (jinab),
mister (agayr) and lady (xamm); and, accord-ing
to Kavusinejad (1997), they are used to specify
and limit a noun and/or add respect thereto. So,
honor titles are amongst the opera-tors of a
nucleus in a noun phrase. Please, note the
following examples:

Haji (aman Mater Madam Mr. Khan
who has Abbasi Doctor Doctor boy
come  back
from the hajj

pilgrimage)
haiit ustad xamim Ayaye xan
) &bbas1 dohtur  dohtlr oylan
Adjectives

Adjectives are amongst the peripheral elements
falling before the nucleus in Azeri Turkish, and
they include numeral adjectives, quantitative
adjectives, descriptive adjectives, comparative
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adjectives, superlative adjectives, interrogative
adjectives, reduplicative adjectives, ambiguous
adjective guantifiers and attributive nouns that
play as an adjective for another noun. So, ad-
jectives are amongst the operators of the noun
phrase nucleus.

Noun-Adjective Sequence

Adjectives are viewed as constructs in the
periphery of a noun phrase nucleus, with their
positions being limited based on the principle
of depiction and modification, meaning that

the adjectives should be closer to the noun
phrase nucleus in contrast to the operators and
the dependents of the noun phrase level and noun
phrase core. Based on the above explana-tions,
adjectives are analyzed as the peripheries of a
noun phrase nucleus with a descriptive function
based on the new approach of role and reference
grammar. In Azeri Turkish, adjectives precede
the noun. Please, note the following descriptive
adjective examples:
4 bdyoh quz

5. qusta midad

Adult girl
short pencil e

e wige Feas xy \
_— N wne Las waw . IN
SAd e o tEven I
~
|
Q=

b Sh

Figure 3

Tree diagram of the noun-adjective sequence

A. Reduplicative Adjectives in Azeri Turkish
In Azeri Turkish, a word or a free morpheme is
sometimes repeated imperfectly or perfectly to

nucleus meaning that the noun is enumerated
amongst the peripheries of the noun phrase
nucleus. Please note the following examples:

corroborate the meaning. As in any other dastan  qus verzis  farsi n&eqgast
language, in this dialect, such combinations that kitabi ganati libas1  kitalm  midadh
represent perfect or imperfect reduplica-tion are Story Bird Sport  Persian Painting
frequently applied. In Azeri Turkish, book feather clothes book pencil

reduplicative adjectives are amongst the pe-
ripheries of the noun phrase nucleus. Please note
the following example:

6. dadh dadh Sweet, sweet melon
govunlar (sweet melon)

B. Noun as Adjective

Nouns can play the role of adjectives for a
noun. The position of a noun playing the role
of an adjective in the noun phrase is before the

A. First noun(in-in-un-iin)+second noun(-i /
-1/ -u/-U/)= evin gapis
(The door of the house)
B. First noun+(d)+second noun+(-i/-1/-u /- )
If suffixes (in-in-un-in) are eliminated, one
of the following states are usually created:
1. Type is expressed such as the walnut tree
(jeeviz ayaj1)
2. Non-dependency is specified:
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Sitting room (oturma salonu) and kid’s shoes
(usay basmayi).

If the attributive noun phrase includes more
than two nouns, suffixes (nin-mn-nun-niin) are
used after the second noun and suffixes (i- 1- u
—U —si-s1- su-sii) are used after the third noun;
if a fourth or a fifth noun is added, the same
rule is repeated such as:

The cover of my bicycle’s pedal tore apart.

My bicycle  Its pedal Its cover Tore apart
diiceerxamin  pedalhinin  rukesi jinldh

Prepositional combinations or attributive
noun phrases in Azeri Turkish are like descrip-
tive combinations but unlike prepositional
combinations and attributive noun phrases in
Persian and Arabic. It means that a noun is
followed by a prepositional phrase in Persian,
but a prepositional phrase/genitive precedes a
noun in Azeri Turkish to make an attributive
noun phrase. In propositional combinations of
Azeri Turkish, both the attributive noun (if
being specific) and the noun following the
preposition (object of the preposition/genitive)
can receive syntactic signs. The signs of the
attributive noun and the object of preposi-
tion(genitive) are the very dependency (pos-
sessive) signs, and, in general, Prepositional
combinations are made of noun dependents.
Put differently, a noun dependency state is the
very prepositional combination. In the discus-
sions about the attributive noun phrases (made
of a noun + preposition +another noun), atten-
tion should be paid to expressions wherein two
elements join without accepting conjugative
suffixes. The object of the preposi-
tion(genitive) is amongst the operators of the
noun phrase nucleus.

Quantifiers

Quantifiers are amongst the operators of the
noun phrase nucleus, meaning that they fall in
the periphery of a noun phrase nucleus. Quan-
tifiers can be classified into two categories: 1)
numeral quantifiers like: “one, two” and “one
or two person/persons” that are used for
countable nouns, and 2) quantitative quantifi-
ers like: “a sack of,” “a bit of,” “a set of”” and

“a spoonful of” that are used for uncountable
nouns. Please note the following example:
7. iki dana portayal two oranges

Ambiguous (Indefinite) Adjectives
Ambiguous adjectives are amongst the opera-
tors falling before a noun phrase core in Azeri
Turkish. In other words, they fall in the pe-
riphery of a noun phrase core. Please note the
following example:
8. butln kitab The entire book
Numeral Adjectives
Numbers can come before a noun as an adjec-
tive and act like the operators of a noun phrase
core; they are not envisioned as peripheries of
a noun phrase core.

Position of Numbers in a Noun Phrase
Numbers can fall before a noun and act as an
adjective in the form of both cardinal and or-
dinal numbers.

9. ik1 kitab

10. seekizminj1 meqale

Two books
The eighth article

Preceding Negation Maker:

Preceding negation maker is amongst the op-
erators of noun phrase core in Azeri Turkish.
Please note the following example:

11. he¢ dim kitab No religious book

Com parative Adjectives:

Amongst the other operators of a noun phrase
core is the comparative adjective in Azeri
Turkish. The comparative adjectives are des-
ignated in Azeri Turkish by “daha.” It is worth
mentioning that Azeri Turkish has borrowed
the suffix /teer/ from the Persian language for
making comparative adjectives. Please note
the following examples:

12. daha yavas Quieter

13. zirgehteer Smarter

Superlative Adjective:

The superlative adjective of Azeri Turkish is de-
noted by “@n” or “lap,” which are considered pre-
core operators. Azeri Turkish has borrowed the
suffix /teerin/ from Persian for making superlative
adjectives. Please note the following examples:
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The smartest
The shortest book

14. ziraehteerin
15. lapqista kitab

Demonstrative Adjectives:

Demonstrative adjectives are considered pe-
ripheral elements, and they fall before the
noun phrase nucleus. Demonstrative adjectives
play the role of definite articles role in Azeri
Turkish to indicate that a thing is known. The
most common and most well-known demon-
strative adjectives in Azeri Turkish are “bu”
(this) and “o0” (that).

16. o kitab That book

Demonstrative adjectives are linearly correlat-
ed with the noun phrase nucleus, but, despite
this linear association, demonstrative adjec-
tives are amongst the operators of a noun
phrase, and this affirms the principles pointed
out in role and reference grammar. So, linear
order is not a scale determining the syntactic
and semantic constructs.

Indefinite Article Position:
The indefinite article comes before a noun; the
indefinite article of Azeri Turkish is “bir”
(one). The indefinite article is amongst the
operators meaning that it falls in the periphery
of a noun phrase.
17. bir nefaer One person
Preceding Additions:
Exclamatory Dependents:
Exclamatory dependents are amongst the ini-
tial elements or preceding additions of a noun
phrase, but they are not deemed as peripheries.
Please note the following example:
18. &jeb masinich What a car!

Interrogative Addition:

One of the elements added to the part be-fore a
noun phrase in Azeri Turkish is an
interrogative element. Examples of inter-
rogative elements are “kimin” (whose) and
“kim” (who). Interrogative elements are
amongst the initially added components, and
they aren’t envisioned as noun phrase
peripheries and operators. Please note the
following example:

19. kimin kitabi Whose book?

Post-Core Elements in Azeri
Turkish Honor Titles
The honor titles fall after the noun phrase nu-
cleus when referring to kinship relationships,
such as in the following example:

20. Z&hra xala Aunt Zahra

Honor titles are amongst the noun phrase
post-nucleus elements and are closely syntac-
tically and semantically associated with the
noun phrase nucleus meaning that they are
deemed as peripheries of the nucleus and
operators of the noun phrase nucleus.

Possessive Sign

Another of the post-nucleus elements in Azeri
Turkish is the possessive sign. Since the pos-
sessive sign falls in the periphery of a noun
phrase nucleus, it is closely semantically, syn-
tactically and demonstratively correlated with
the noun phrase.

In Azeri Turkish, the possessive adjectives
are identified with suffixes like “1im” and so on
that fall after the main noun (nucleus), such as
in the following examples:

evim evimiz kitabim  balnjim
My house Our house My book My pillow

Position of Reflexive Pronouns
Reflexive pronouns generally appear in sub-
jective, objective and possessive states. Please
note the following examples:
“6zum”  (myself)  “0zUmuUz”  (ourselves)
Reflexive pronouns are amongst the elements
falling in the peripheries of a noun phrase
nucleus, and they are closely syntactically and
semantically interlaced with the nucleus; they
are also demonstratively associated with the
nucleus. So, their semantic and syn-tactic
closeness to a noun phrase nucleus can be
elaborated according to the operators of a
noun phrase nucleus.

Appositive Construction

Appositives are amongst the other elements
that can linearly fall after the nucleus in Azeri
Turkish. Please note the following example:

21. fatma, rehmanin Fatemeh, Rahman’s
Qi1 daughter
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Appositives are amongst the operators of a
noun phrase nucleus, so they are very closely
linearly associated with the noun phrase nucleus,
and this justifies that it can be deleted because
the noun, the nucleus and the apposi-tive all
point to a single referent; hence they are strongly
linearly and semantically correlated.

semantic and syntactic relationship between
them and the nucleus.
Human (adam) ———— humans (adam-lar)

Prepositional Phrases:

Prepositional groups that point to place or time
are considered operators of a noun core.
Please note the following example:

Plural Sign
Amongst the other elements that linearly fall 22. neCedenze Several
after the nucleus in Azeri Turkish is the plural ahang songs
sign. In Azeri Turkish, suffixes “lar” and “laer” xanandeler the singers
are plural makers, and they are considered op- trefinaen From Several songs
. . 1 .
erators of the noun phrase, so, in spite of a from the singers
close linear relationship, there is no close
~Nw
Quandfier —— R . | i — T
necaedaenae e xangendaselaer teersefinaen

ahzeng

™~

Nuclewus

N Corw

™y

Figure 4

Tree diagram of prepositional groups

As it is seen in the tree diagram, the prepo-
sitional phrases are considered amongst the
peripheries of a noun phrase core, and they are
operators of a noun phrase core; hence they are
not very closely syntactically, semantically
and symbolically interlaced with the noun
phrase nucleus and the construction of a layer
of noun phrase serves the elaboration of the
same relationship.

Complement Sign in Noun Phrases of Azeri
Turkish:

In Azeri Turkish, the complement sign falls
after the nucleus of a noun phrase: After
football

futbal dan sora
Football of after
Noun Periphery (com- Periphery
phrase plement preposi- (adverb of
nucleus tion) time)

Complements are amongst the peripheries
of a noun phrase core, and they are closely
semantically and syntactically interrelated
with the nucleus.

Position of Object Identifiers in the Noun
Phrase

In Azeri Turkish, there are identifiers like /1 -
u-U / for designating the object which falls
before the verb in this language.
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meen dunen  qonsu n -u gordim
I yesterday neighbor saw

Object identifiers are amongst the operators
of the noun phrase.

Discussion and Conclusion

Corresponding to the theoretical framework of
the role and reference grammar, noun phrases
are simple and complex, and this is the answer
to the first question that whether the Azeri
Turkish language noun phrases can be catego-
rized based on role and reference grammar or
not? In this article, the simple noun phrase was
examined. As indicated in data analyses, the
simple noun phrase is composed of a nucleus,
core and a noun phrase, peripheries, operators
and preceding additions. Various kinds of ad-
jectives, namely descriptive adjectives, redu-
plicative adjective, objective adjective, objects
of the preposition(genitive), honor titles, quan-
tifiers, noun as adjective and appositive, are
considered as the peripheries of a noun phrase
nucleus. Comparative adjective, superlative
adjective, ambiguous (indefinite) adjective,
complement sign, plural signs and negation
mark are amongst the operators of the noun
phrase core. Demonstrative adjective and defi-
nite and indefinite articles are amongst the
operators of the noun phrase. A noun as an
adjective is amongst the preceding peripheries
of a noun phrase nucleus, and exclamatory and
interrogative elements are amongst the initially
added components but not peripheries or oper-
ators of a noun.

In response to the second question that
“what are the elements that can fall before and
after the nucleus?” the theoretical framework
proposed by Van Valin Jr (2005) can easily
classify these elements based on peripheries,
operators and additions of the following three
levels: nucleus, core and noun phrase.

Non-argument elements that are called pe-
ripheries in the noun phrase can be of various
kinds serving different roles. The peripheries
of a noun phrase nucleus and core are: noun
phrases, adjectives, honor titles, quantifiers,
complement sign, noun as adjective, genitives
(the object of the preposition), prepositional
phrases and appositives. This set of the noun
phrase elements can either fall before or after

the nucleus depending on their relationship
with the nucleus and core of a noun phrase. If
they are located before a noun phrase nucleus
and core, they are named pre-nucleus ele-
ments; otherwise, they are termed post-
nucleus peripheries, as also discussed in the
data anal-ysis section.According to the
theoretical framework of role and order
grammar, a noun phrase can only include
proper nouns or pro-nouns that, according to
Van Valin Jr (2005), lack a layered structure.

As compared to the proper nouns and pro-
nouns, the common nouns feature a more
complicated internal structure meaning that
they can take various kinds of affixes and oc-
cur in the peripheries in three levels of nucle-
us, core or noun phrase.

Descriptive adjective, objective adjective, a
noun as adjective, genitive (the object of prep-
osition) and reduplicative adjectives are
amongst the pre-nucleus elements and fall in
the peripheries of the noun phrase nucleus and
are closely associated with the noun phrase
nucleus. Due to the same reason, they are pre-
nucleus elements and fall in the periphery
thereof and are demonstratively associated
with the noun and their semantic and syntactic
closeness with the noun phrase nucleus can be
very well justified with respect to their rela-
tionships with the noun phrase nucleus.

Comparative and superlative adjectives are
among the operators of the noun phrase core
because they refer to the quality, not the quan-
tity of the noun. In other words, they increase
the degree of the adjective or the quality
thereof, and this is unlike the previous
findings that realized comparative and
superlative ad-jectives as peripheries of the
nucleus. Consid-ering the lingual acumen of
the Turkish speak-ers and the author, size is
increased, for this reason they should be
enumerated amongst the peripheries of a noun
phrase core; so, they are not very closely
intertwined with the noun phrase nucleus, and
this is amongst the distinct features of the
theoretical framework pro-posed by Van Valin
Jr (2005) and is in the match with the lingual
intuition of the Turkish speakers.

Honor title is amongst the peripheries of a
noun phrase nucleus, and they can come either
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before or after the nucleus. Honor title is
closely semantically, syntactically and demon-
stratively associated with the noun phrase nu-
cleus, and the noun phrase layered construc-
tion based on role and reference grammar can
justify this semantic and syntactic closeness;
because honor titles are the peripheries of the
noun phrase nucleus, and their close interrela-
tionship with the nucleus can be elucidated.

One of the significant distinctions in the
construction of noun phrase can be made be-
tween the structural constructs and projections
in this manner that the noun phrase operators
are responsible for expressing the position and
place of the referent according to the reference
point and/or the speaker’s default for the de-
termination of a referent for the listener. In
fact, operators are grammatical categories de-
termining the various layers of a noun phrase.
The noun representation showcases that a noun
is a reference to a person, a group of per-sons
and/or a given type. The operators of a noun
phrase core point to quantity, meaning that
they are responsible for determining the
amount or making a negation; they mark a
noun, whereas the operators of a noun phrase
level explore the noun phrase within a dis-
course of a sort. This set of operators marks
the amount and quantity of a noun in two
cases, to wit, defining a noun by means of a
definite article and referring to a noun. They
can also determine the amount and quantity of
a noun, whereas the operators of a noun phrase
nucleus layer define the quality of a noun
referent.

In response to the third question, the fol-
lowing cases can be pointed out, but it has to be
noted that this grammar cannot justify these
limitations; hence there is a need to investigate
them based on role and reference grammar:
interrogative and exclamatory words are amongst
the additions. The collocation of some elements
in Azeri Turkish is accompanied by certain
limitations, as explained beneath.

Cardinal numbers do not collocate with the
ordinal numbers meaning that they cannot fall
together to create a well-established construct.
The demonstrative adjectives and cardinal and
ordinal numbers cannot also come together,
for the result would not be a good-looking

combination, but they can come alone or two
by two. Please note the following examples:
23. bu ikiminj1 kitab ~ This second book
24. bu ikr kitab These two books
25. *0 ikiminj1 dort *That second four books
kitab
Cardinal numbers cannot collocate with the
superlative adjectives unless the unit of meas-
urement, saying “one,two,” is mentioned;
please note the followings:
This one the shortest
26. bu bir dana lap is pencil
gista midad ch This is the shortest
pencil

This two the shortest
are pencil

*These are two the
shortest pencils.

27. *bu ik lap qusta
midad dx

In Azeri Turkish, superlative and ambigu-ous
indefinite adjectives cannot come together, for
the combination would not look well:

This one the thickest

28. *bu bir lap galin  every book
heer kitab *This the thickest
book

In Azeri Turkish, demonstrative and indef-
inite adjectives cannot come together, as in the

following example:

) This several book
29. *bu necéee kitab

*This several book

Superlative adjectives, indefinite adjectives,
cardinal numbers and demonstrative adjectives
cannot come together in Azeri Turkish, for the
result would be not looking and sounding good:
30. *bu bir lap uja  *This one the tallest
haer qiz every girl

Indefinite adjectives make bad- structures
in combination with cardinal and ordinal num-

bers in Azeri Turkish:
*binmmji haer kitab

“Every first book
Book every first

Demonstrative and interrogative adjectives
cannot create a good-looking construct when
combined:
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32. *o necee dort lap bahah hbas
*That several four the most expensive clothes

Of course, it is noteworthy that combining
such an interrogative adjective as “hans1” with
the cardinal and ordinal numbers cannot give a
well-constructed clause:

33. *hansi be§ lap bahali masin
Which five the most expensive cars?

34. *hansi ikiminj lap bahah masindi
*Which second the most expensive car?

Furthermore, in Azeri Turkish, the exclamato-
ry adjectives cannot create much of a good-
looking combination when combined with su-
perlative adjectives:

35. *hansi &jaeb lap uja qizdi

*Which one wonderful the tallest is girl?

The collocation of honor titles and cardinal
and ordinal numbers is impossible in Azeri
Turkish, for the result would be mal-looking
combinations:

36. *binminj1 eevveel dohtor nzaye
*The first first, Dr. Rezai

However, the cardinal or ordinal numbers
can come with honor titles:
37. binminj1 déhtor nzaye
The first Dr. Rezai

38. &vveal dohtor rizaye
First Dr. Rezai

Elements that can come after the nucleus
are a number of honor titles, possessive adjec-
tives, prepositional phrases, appositives, com-
plement signs, objective signs and definite
articles and plural signs.

The honor titles that end in family titles are
post-nucleus elements of a noun phrase and
they are closely semantically, syntactically and
semiotically interlaced with noun phrase nu-
cleus, and their demonstrative association with
the noun phrase nucleus can be readily justi-
fied considering their being positioned in the
peripheries of the noun phrase nucleus.

Amongst the other post-nucleus elements in
Azeri Turkish are the suffixes “ter” and
“teerin” borrowed from Persian for making
comparative and superlative adjectives and

they fall after the noun phrases core and,
because of being amongst the operators of a
noun phrase core, they are not closely line-arly
and syntactically interrelated with the non-
phrase nucleus. Their farness from the nucleus
and closeness to the core are justi-fiable.

In the Azeri Turkish language, comple-
ment suffixes are also used after the nucle-us.
The indirect object identifier is amongst the
peripheries of a noun phrase core, and, despite
its being closely linearly and syn-tactically
related to the nucleus, it is not demonstratively
correlated with the nucleus of a noun phrase.

Amongst the other post-nucleus ele-ments
are the definite articles that act as operators of
the noun phrase; despite a close linear and
syntactic relationship with the noun phrases
nucleus, they are amongst the operators of the
noun phrase and not demonstratively
associated with the nucleus of the noun
phrase. Thus, their close linear and syntactic
relationship with the noun phrase nucleus in
this framework is not in the form of those in
the other grammars. So, there is no very close
semantic and syn-tactic relationship between
these two ele-ments, i.e., the definite articles
and the nu-cleus of a noun group.

In terms of the order of placement, apposi-
tives are amongst the post-nucleus elements and
operators. For this reason, there is a very close
relationship between the nucleus and the apposi-
tive because both of them refer to a single refer-
ent. Therefore, their close syntactic and semantic
relationship with the nucleus can be justified by
their position in the periphery of a noun phrase
nucleus. Possessive adjectives fall after the noun
phrase nucleus in Azeri Turkish in the form of
suffixes. In Azeri Turkish, plural, complement
and possessive signs can come together to create
a good-looking and good-sounding combination,
such as the following:
39. kitablarim dan Of my books

Definite articles cannot collocate with
complements, but the possessive sign and plu-
ral sign can easily come together, such as the
following:



254

Manifestation of Simple Noun Phrases in Azeri Turkish Based ...

40. *kitablarim: dan

Of definite article sign possessive sign plural
sign book

Of my books

Prepositional phrases and adverbs cannot
collocate with the complement signs and defi-
nite articles for the result would be not a well-
constructed combination such as the
following:

41. *nahardan soradani

Definite article sign complement sign in the
afternoon

*In the afternoon

The appositive noun phrase and the direct
and indirect objects’ signs can readily go

together to form a well-constructed combina-
tion such as the following:

42. Zzhra kendin mamasina

Zahra village possessive sign midwife com-
plement sign to

Zahra, to the midwife of the village

43. Zxhra, keendin mamasini

Zahra village possessive sign midwife posses-
sive sign object identifier

Zahra, the midwife of the village

Considering the data analyses and discus-
sions, and conclusions, the following diagram
is proposed for the noun phrase in the Azeri
Turkish language:

mw - final NP
pno— » NP ¢ position
|
noun c.ion “ periphery
periphery ———pnoun 4 Periphery
nudgu
noun
| 243
interrogative-Exclamatory S5 \ N'P..lflkcti\!. prepositional  pon. limiting
dependants '| limiting phrase conjunctive clause
negating & conjunctive clause
“tiﬁe quantifier noun
quantifier 2
attributive adjective | S mmh,ukhﬁmn
operator —— nucleus Jindefinite articles
i
OPETAOL iy NOUR COTE
operator » NP “operator
Figure 5

The proposed layered structure of noun phrase in Azeri Turkish
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