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Investigating the effect of plot type on the success of adapted
screenplays in Iranian cinema

(Case studies of screenplays“ Cow” and “Dash Akol”)

Abstract

This article deals with the interaction of narratology and literary adaptation
and with a structured look, Investigating the dramatic capacities and the role
of plot in the adapted narratives of Iranian cinema. Narratology is one of the
sciences related to the science of structuralism, Examining the systems
governing the narrative and recognizing the structure of the elements of the
story to reach the meaning of the author's work and purpose. Cinematic
adaptation is a kind of translation of written narrative text data into image
that can be presented by examining and determining the structural
components of the film as an analyzable text. Therefore, the filmmaker's
familiarity with the narrative structure of literary stories and the possibilities
of cinema makes this possible. Adaptation as a branch of interdisciplinary
activities has been considered by many researchers in the field of literature
and cinema. Therefore, the considerable results of such researches are
having new approaches in fiction literature, including recognizing different
types of plots in texts and adapted scripts. In this article we rely on the
concept of plot in narratology, At the beginning of this research, the type of
plot of two stories are discussed, after introducing their plot features, we
study the script.This research, based on a systematic theory, asks the
question that Is the plot structure properly constructed in the adapted
scripts?Are the milestones of the three-act structure well laid out in the
script?effective is the choice of the right type of plot in the success of the
adaptation films?

Keywords: Structuralism; Narratology; Adaptation; Plot; literature;
screenplay
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