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Abstract

Objective: Investigates the information flow in research institutes affiliated to Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology (MSRT). The information flow was meant as the process of
communicating information between and within research centers through three main phases:
“acquisition and use", "production and storage" and "dissemination" of information.

Methods: Statistical population of the study were research assistants, managers of affiliated
research institutes, scientific groups, library managers and faculty members in 70 research institutes
affiliated to Ministry of Science, Research and Technology (MSRT). Data were collected by
researcher-made questionnaire. To confirm the validity and reliability, 30 questionnaires were
distributed in 6 selected research institutes in alphabetical order. The obtained Cronbach's alpha
coefficient showed that the questionnaire has a very good reliability. Totally 409 questionnaires
were distributed among researchers which 316 (72.2%) questionnaires were returned. SPSS
software was used to analyze the data and ANOVA test was used to test the hypotheses.

Resultes: Findings showed that the general situation of information flow in the stage of
“acquisition and use (input)" with an average of 4.79 and in the stage of "production and storage
(processing)" with an average of 3.63 and “dissemination (output)" with an average of 3.72 was
inappropriate. In the stage of “acquisition and use (input)", electronic formats (average 5.06) are
used more than printed forms (average 4.61), but in the two stages of "production and storage
(processing)" and "dissemination (output)", Printed formats (with an average of 4.09) are used more
than electronic forms (with an average of 3.1). In general, the information flow of printed resources
(format) with an average of 4.26 is more than the information flow of electronic resources (format)
with an average of 3.75. Also, there is a significant difference between the studied research centers
in all three stages of information flow.

Conclusion: To balance the flow of information, planners at in research centers should consider
an incentive program to share information through participation in international scientific
conferences and a significant contribution to the international information flow.

Keywords: information flow, research center, Ministry of Science, Research and Technology
(MSRT).




