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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Rural settlements, known as an interconnected system, consisting of components and related
elements formed by the interaction of forces and environmental factors, have a certain structure
and functions. Livelihoods A large part of human groups living in rural areas depend on
agricultural activities and earn a living through it. In recent years, environmental and human-
induced changes have led to the collapse of the prevailing patterns of agricultural production in
many rural areas of the world, as a result of changes in the functioning of the agricultural space,
the shift in land use, land degradation and land abandonment. See. This has resulted in a lack of
sustainability of farming systems in Third World societies, so that agriculture no longer has
much income for farmers. For this reason, today we have to look for strategies to diversify
farmers' income sources. One of these strategies is to focus on specific or alternative tourist
destinations. Alternative tourism can actively work, while respecting the cultural realities of
host societies and providing training and a structured approach to tourists, provides an economic
boom. One of the most popular and, at the same time, the most prosperous types of alternative
tourism, is agricultural tourism, which is based on factors such as farmer, farm, village, tourist
and stakeholders.

Methodology

This research, in terms of purpose, applied ,In terms of information gathering method, a
quantitative survey, and in terms of data analysis method, is exploratory. This study was
conducted in the villages of Masal Township. Based on sampling in descriptive studies, from 94
villages inhabited, 20% villages, approximately 20 villages were selected as sample villages. In
this research, sampling at the village level as well as rural households was performed according
to topography of Masal. 9 villages from the slopes, 6 villages from the foothills and 5 villages
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from the mountainous area were selected. In total, four effective indices of farmers in the
formation of agritourism, including individual characteristics, capital and assets, knowledge and
skills, and the willingness to provide services to tourists were evaluated. For data analysis,
descriptive statistics tests were used for the first one and for analytical statistics tests for the
second two indicators. In total, the indicators were integrated in terms of spatial communication
and their interrelationships were presented as a model.

Result and Discussion

Regarding the modeling of agritourism components with an emphasis on farmers, it was
revealed that four indicators, individual characteristics, capital and assets, knowledge and skills,
and the willingness to provide products and services are of great importance. In discussing the
individual characteristics of farmers, age, gender and marriage, literacy, language and dialect,
location and occupation, the number of children should always be taken into consideration.
Also, in relation to capital and asset indexes, the source of income and its amount, saving,
historical background and ownership were among the farmer's household in Masal Township.
Regarding the indicators of knowledge and skills and the willingness to provide services, it
should be pointed out to components such as individual, managerial, social, willingness to
provide residential services, crops, horticultural and livestock, food and recreation services.
Overall, according to the results of the study, it was determined that for the development and
development of agricultural tourism with an emphasis on farmers, the four indicators should be
developed simultaneously and uniformly at the city level in order to expand the tourism tourism
boom.

Conclusion

According to the final model, farmers were identified as one of the most important actors in the
formation of agritourism. These features include: individual characteristics, capital and assets,
skills and knowledge-motivation, products and services. In this regard, in the Twonship of
Masal, according to the proposed model, individual characteristics of farmers, such as literacy,
gender, marital status and number of children, level of literacy, agricultural knowledge,
residence and activity, should be considered. In connection with the capital and asset index, land
ownership, income and savings, agricultural heritage, financial-governmental, private, and
financial support should be considered. In relation to the knowledge and skills-motivation
index, skills, management skills, business, marketing, personal, education and knowledge
acquisition, entrepreneurship, social behavior, and ideas must be considered. Regarding the
service index, we must pay attention to residential and catering services, cultural, social,
recreational, horticultural, and animal husbandry services. In total, according to the data output,
it was found that in mountainous and hilly regions, the conditions for the formation and
acceptance of agritourism activities are higher than in the more developed regions.

Kay Words: Modeling, Agritourism, Individual characteristics of farmers, Masal Township,
Guilan province



