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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Today, tourism is considered an effective mechanism in development, especially in rural communities,
and planners have always proposed the development of tourism as the first solution for rural development. Therefore,
it is necessary to study the different effects of tourism to improve this process.

Research Aim: Determining the different effects of tourism in the villages of Rodsar is the main goal of this
research.

Methodology: The tourism boom will have positive and negative consequences, which will be effective to know and
provide solutions to compensate for the negative effects and strengthen its positive points. In this research, with this
aim, the social and cultural effects of tourism in the studied villages of Rudsar city during the last 20 years have been
investigated using a descriptive and analytical method. For this purpose, during the field visit, 34 questionnaires were
distributed among the villagers of the selected villages. The validity of the questionnaires in 30 items was estimated
at 91.3% in Cronbach’s alpha test.

Studied Areas: The villages of Rudsar County, located in Guilan province, are the geographical territory of the
research. Also, the results of the t-test showed that the boom in rural tourism has been effective in creating
employment, the influence of urban architecture in creating new (architectural) perspectives in the studied villages,
creating opportunities for cultural exchange and improving the quality of life of villagers.

Results: The results confirmed that the positive and negative environmental and social effects have increased
simultaneously with the increasing prosperity of tourism in the last two decades. However, in improving the quality
of the environment in villages in terms of health and waste, land use change, loss of agricultural land, and the creation
of recreational or residential centers have not shown a significant impact.

Conclusion: In general, it was found that the positive effects of tourism development in the studied sample villages
were more than its negative effects.
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