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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Mazandaran, is part of a large area that was named by various names in different times. In the
previous era, due to its special geographical situation and having marshes in the plains and
densely populated forests in the foothills and mountains that were impassable, it was always a
haven for the fighters and opponents of the central government. Due to the special climate
situation, Mazandaran has triple geographic units that other parts of Iran do not have these
situations. The habitats of the Mazandaran people from ancient times, due to the variety of
climatic situation and natural geography, have been scattered in three geographic regions: Plain
region, Foothill region, Mountainous region. The habitats that has become an important and
historic city during the civilization of agriculture has created various economic, political and
social evolutions. Lifestyle and livelihood in each of these units depended on their variables and
characteristics. The abundance of blessings and wealth and specific climatic characteristics have
created different and special historical situation in this region from other parts of Iran in the pre
and post-Islamic period. Agriculture had the most important impact on the formation of
Mazandaran social structure.

Agriculture in ancient times, medieval times and in the modern world, in traditional and
mechanized formats, was always the main source of income for the people of Mazandaran and
its agricultural products were traditionally cultivated. The Mazandaran's agricultural landscape
was stagnant throughout centuries. But Reza Shah wanted the capital of Iran and other regions
of Iran to benefit from the great blessings of Mazandaran. He made great efforts to convert
traditional agriculture to mechanization and industrialization. It was also emphasized on
agriculture-related industries. Following these doing, great changes was created in agricultural
landscape and a variety of products. The present article investigated changes in agricultural land
and new agricultural landscapes.

*Corresponding author: Email: m.divsalar@edu.ikiu.ac.ir
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Methodology

This article is based on the historical and descriptive terms of the human sciences. In this
method, library information was obtained by referring to resources and compiled. Then the
information obtained was analyzed based on the landscape model and qualitative method.
Research, which is library and theoretic, and information is gathered through relevant
measurement tools such as tables, cards and the like, is a type of qualitative research. In this
type of research, documents can be uncovered by collecting, classifying, evaluating, comparing
and analyzing them; Therefore, in qualitative research, information is evaluated and analyzed
through deductive and inductive reasoning, allegory and simile, cognition, discriminating,
differentiation, comparison, etc., all of which are supported by thinking, reasoning. In this
research, based on the Landscape school, changes in the geography of Mazandaran during the
first Pahlavi period are evaluated.

Results and discussion

The Mazandaran agricultural landscape has changed due to the special attention of Reza Shah.
Agriculture of Mazandaran was traditionally carried out until the time of Pahlavi first. As a
result, limited cultivated land was available to Mazandaran farmers. In the first Pahlavi era,
water and nature were conguered. The agricultural lands were expanded and the problems of
farmers and agriculture were reduced with human domination over nature. With these actions,
human settlements also changed. The people of each region were farming on their own land.
Due to the historical conditions of that period, the largest agricultural changes were created in
the plain area. The first Pahlavi dominated agricultural lands, creating typical farms and
agricultural and horticultural stations in these lands. Products such as citrus, vegetables,
legumes, sesame, soybeans, seeds, castor, hemp, rice, wheat, barley, tea and tobacco were
among the most important crops in this period. Each of these products required a geographic
location and special land. The government planned their farming. The arable land created some
of them in the plains and some in the foothills. Although mountainous areas were considered as
areas for the cultivation of wheat and barley, the area was less than other areas. As a result of
this set of measures, significant changes were made in the agricultural lands of Mazandaran.

Conclusion

The first Pahlavi changed nature in Mazandaran and caused a change in the landscape of
Mazandaran. The first Pahlavi was changed the landscape of Mazandaran agriculture by
mechanized agricultural production and commercialization and industrialization of agricultural
products. During this period, by mastering the nature and conquering it, he added a lot of land to
the total agricultural land of Mazandaran. Open field has increased to grow crops such as rice,
wheat, barley. New Farmlands were created for citrus cultivation and for products such as
vegetables, etc.Rough and uneven lands, such as hills, which during the past centuries were
barren and without cultivation, were used to cultivate new commercial products such as tea
during this period. As a result, most of the changes in Mazandaran agricultural land were
created in the plains and foothills.

Key words: Mazandaran, First Pahlavi, Agricultural Landscape, Open field Landscape, Orchard
Landscape, Hill Landscape



