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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Today considering the increase of social awareness of people towards probable mistreatments in
using modern chemical drugs, we witness a huge tendency for using ancient medical treatments
including medical herbs. Local medicinal information can be seen clearly in all human fields of
activity. For example, curing certain major diseases is available just by applying old medical
treatments. In traditional medicine every element of solids, plants, animals, and even various
items in human body can be used. In remote, far-fetched places and where there is no
accessibility to physians and medicine, most people use home-made remedies. This medical
approach is more attainable because of localization, high level cost of treatment, availability of
traditional medicine, so on. According to W.H.O. reports, about %80 of human societies uses
ancient treatments and medical herbs all over the world. So we like to discuss the purpose and
the reasons behind rural tendency in using these kinds of treatments. What are major factors in
encouraging rural population in using medicinal herbs and traditional medicine? How are
conditions of villages with respect to applicability of medical herbs?

Methodology

The present study is of applied purpose, quantitative approach and uses a descriptive -analytical
method. It is done through field study using a questionnaire with random sampling. Statistical
population includes villages of Zooeram, a small city in Shirvan, Khorassan Razavi, with 10
villages including 2095 families. We selected 91 families using random selection with Cochran
Formula of 0.1 error level.

After editing the basis of appropriate samples with the number of rural families to 10,
participants raised to 139. In order to make this study functionalized, we presented a 20-index
guestionnaire of theoretical literature to the participants. Reliability of the questionnaire is
authenticated by a technical panel of academic staff specialized in rural studies and medical
herbs. Validity of the test showed 0.902 for all indexes using a-Chronbach coefficient, meaning
a high internal correlation of indexes. We used both descriptive and inferring method\s to
analyze date.

Results and Discussion
Analyzing the data shows that most people prefer to use medicinal herbs taken from nature at
least once their life time, rather than chemical drugs. Major reference for this attitude is oral,
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chest to chest quotations of their old generations. It also shows that there is a meaningful
correlation among research indexes, that is, all factors together encourage people to use
medicinal herbs. Entropy approach resolves that fear factor of using chemical therapy is the
most important reason for people to apply traditional treatment.

Also ranking different villages in the area for using this kind of remedy shows that Hossein
Abad possessed 1 (top rank) while Abd Abad went 10 (lowest rank) using Vikor Model on the
basis of 20indexes. So people in Hossein Abad prove to have the highest tendency toward using
traditional medicine among all villages in the area.

Conclusion

Generally speaking, we can conclude that rural population prefers to apply medicinal herbs
more than chemical drugs because of their compatibility with our culture and also acceptability
of human body. Since there are various local approaches to this kind of treatment, we propose
the following:

1. Making medical herbs available and easy to distribute all over the country

2. Providing appropriate tactics and applying functional strategies in selling and accessing
medicinal herbs in different villages regarding necessary standards

3. Providing and propagating necessary information in related issues among rural population
and transferring updated information in research and marketing.

Keywords: Medicinal Herbs, Chemical Medicine, Cultural Compatibility Index, Acceptability
of Human Body, Vikor Model



