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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In recent years, tourism has found a special place in the ideas of rural development and has led
planners' attention in developing countries. In Iran, due to the many attractions and potential in
rural environments, special attention has been paid to tourism as a factor for improving the
social conditions of the rural population. In fact, rural tourism is a complement to the rural
market and is an important source of employment for low-income communities (such as rural
communities) because employment in this industry does not require high skills and
apprenticeships, and indigenous and local people with little skill in service occupations busy
working. In the meantime, sustainable rural tourism seeks to meet the needs of local community
development, improve the local supply chain, encourage local industries and businesses,
develop appropriate proportions of environmental and social capacities, respect for
intergenerational justice, increase the stability of tourism incomes, and satisfy the host society.
And is a guest. This research is conducted with the aim of assessing and assessing the
sustainability of villages in the target area of tourism in the Ardabil area and seeking to answer
this question. What is the level of sustainability of tourism development in the villages of
Ardabil?

Tourism has a special meaning in the concept of sustainability, so that the birth of this concept
in tourism studies is the result of an attempt to achieve sustainability in all areas of
development. Sustainable non-destructive environmental development, technically fit, is
economically viable and socially acceptable to the public. Accordingly, sustainable
development of tourism should be considered as an adaptive paradigm and part of the core
concept of sustainable development and development, and should be part of the overall goals of
sustainable development. And it should be considered in all types of tourism development, or at
least with the main foundations of development at any time and place with the ability of future
generations to meet their needs and aspirations. All of these cases show a strong relationship
between rural tourism and sustainable development, and one of the main strategies for
developing rural areas is to pay attention to this type of tourism in order to eliminate rural
environments from isolation and exclusion and to develop a balanced development it was
created. There are different views and perspectives on the development of rural tourism in
which there are three important perspectives: Rural Tourism as a Rural Development Strategy-
Rural Tourism as a Rural Rehabilitation Policy- Rural tourism as a tool for sustainable
development and conservation of natural resources: Achieving sustainable development of rural
tourism requires explanation, recognition and analysis of tourism sustainability, and to this end,
sustainability assessment of tourism development is introduced.

* Corresponding Author: E-Mail: taleshi_mo@yahoo.com
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Methodology

The present research, with consideration of the issue, is a descriptive and analytical type and
aims to measure the sustainability of tourism in the villages of the tourism destination of
Ardabil. . Required data were collected using documentary and field method and field method is
based on questionnaire tool. The statistical population of the present study included 11 tourist
tourism villages in Ardebil district. The necessary data were collected from a total of 79 local
administrators, including the organizers, chairmen and members of the Islamic Council of the
villages studied. Then, to assess sustainable tourism development, the network process
technique was utilized using the Super Decisions software Is.

Result and Discussion

The results of the study on the sustainability of the sustainability of tourism development in the
studied villages showed that, in terms of overall sustainability score, Aladizgah village with the
score of 0.69 and Sardabeh village with the score of 37. 0 have the highest and lowest stability
rates. Also, the Aladizge village has the highest stability rating among the villages of the area in
all four dimensions. The lowest sustainability score in the environmental and socio-cultural
dimension of the village of Sardabeh and in the economic and physical-infrastructural aspect of
the village of Kurobaslou. Sustainability status of tourism development in the studied villages
indicates that the total stability score based on the local managers' view is 0.56 points and in the
medium level of sustainability. Among the four dimensions, from the viewpoint of local
managers, the economic dimension with the score of 0.62 has the highest level of sustainability
and the physical-infrastructural dimension with the score of 0.50 has the lowest sustainability,
which indicates the undesirable situation of the underlying physical dimension of tourism
development in the studied villages.

Keywords: Sustainability Assessment, Sustainable Development, Rural Tourism, ANP Model,
Ardabil Area



