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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The environmental degradation caused by villager's unsustainable usage from natural resources
in various forms such as the use of resources for fuel, excessive grazing, land use change of
pastures and lands to agricultural usage and the use of chemical fertilizers to fertilize the land
and harvesting more crops leads to environmental pollution and in particular flowing waters.

In recent years Bonab has experienced many environmental challenges such as problems caused
by excessive water withdrawals from aquifers for agricultural and industrial usages. It is certain
that diversification of activities such as diversity of activities and sources of rural income will
lead to reducing pressure on the environment. But the studies show that there is a significant
relationship between development and tourism prosperity with promotion of environmental
awareness in rural areas. Therefore this paper is to explain the role of tourism in promoting
environmental awareness of villagers in touristic route of Savar-Tutakhaneh in Bonab. This
route as the hub of touristic attraction of Bonab city has been receptive to a number of tourists in
recent years and this has made the environment of this region vulnerable. So the main question
that is explored in this research is that if there is a significant relationship between the
development of tourism and promotion of environmental awareness of villagers. In this regard
assumptions for this research are as follows:

There is a relationship between tourism development and promotion of environmental
awareness of the villagers;

Methodology

This study aimed to investigate the role of tourism in promoting environmental awareness of
villagers and it is a descriptive and analytical research. The purpose of this research is
developmental with a descriptive and analytical nature and it’s a descriptive and causal
comparative research. The research population consisted of rural residents in touristic route of
Savar-Tutakhaneh. Using simple random sampling and based on the Cochran formula, the
sample size for this study obtained 200 persons, also for the equality in test and result, 200 of
residents of tourist less villages were selected as control group. The measurement tool is a
researcher made questionnaire. Also, via a questionnaire, the variables of current research were
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measured using 87 closed questions and for scoring, Likert five-optional questions were used. In
scoring, since a series of questions have been raised in the negative direction, using SPSS
software, re-encoding has been done for these kinds of questions.

The validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a panel of experts. Using Cronbach's alpha
formula, the reliability of the questionnaire obtained 0.85. Also for data analysis the Spearman
correlation test, t-test and chi-square were used.

Results and Discussion

The results of spearman correlation test showed that except of two variables of air pollution and
the contamination of water resources, other variables (Protection of flora and fauna, soil
conservation, lack of noise pollution, use of organic farming methods, reducing the use of fossil
fuels, systematic and healthy waste disposal and not to use of non-renewable materials. )
significantly have a positive correlation of 0.000 with tourism development. The results of Chi-
square test showed that the significance level of chi-square in tourist less villages in all variables
is more than 0/05 except for the two variables of air pollution and the contamination of water
resources, so it can be said that with 95% of confidence there is a correlation between tourism
development and other variables. The t-test results show that there is not a significant
correlation between the variables of air pollution and the contamination of water resources with
the variable of tourism development. But there is a significant relationship between the rest of
variables with tourism variable and the central index average in touristic villages is 4/035 and in
tourist less villages is 3/29.

Conclusion

The results showed that promotion of villagers awareness in the fields of protection of flora and
fauna cover, soil conservation, using organic farming methods, reducing the use of fossil fuels,
healthy and systematic waste disposal and lack of using nonrenewable materials are the impacts
of development and strengthening of tourism in rural areas.

According to the results we can say that rural tourism plays an important role in promoting
environmental awareness in rural areas and by providing service amenities in villages and
attracting more tourists, it is possible to promote this awareness more than ever. In addition, we
can expect professional behavior from villagers about protecting the environment, if we provide
specialized training to them. It should be noted that while considering the important role and
function of governmental executive organizations in field of increasing the role of tourism in
promoting villagers environmental awareness, non-governmental organizations such as NGOs,
co-operatives and so on can have a positive and effective role. On the other hand, according to
the findings of this study and the results of other domestic and foreign scholars, increasing the
sense of responsibility and awareness of environmental protection among villagers depends on
improving their livelihoods, so it is better that improving the Economic indicators of rural
livelihoods become as a key element of the planning.

Keywords: Sustainable development, environmental awareness, rural development, touristic
route of Savar- Tutakhaneh, Bonab County



