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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Marginalization is the manifestation of social-economic inequality related to lack of balance in
appropriate distribution of social facilities and resources of the society. The distribution of
economic, social and political facilities is not balanced in all regions of the countries, especially
in developing ones and causes migration and transfer population from poor to enjoyed areas, so
this situation creates marginalization and creates problems in the process of urbanization which
is considered as a negative element in urbanization. Marginalization has different social,
economic and cultural dimensions and has lots of personal and social consequences. Disregard
urban marginal areas with the excuse of worrying about its development will cost much more
than ever and sustainable urban development is threatened from environmental, social, cultural
and economic points of view. Ahvaz with an area arround 8152 square kilometers between 48
degrees to 49 degrees and 29 minutes east longitude from Greenwich meridian and 30 degrees
and 45 minutes to 32 degrees of north latitude from the equator is located in Iran's southwestern
and is the center of Khuzestan province. According to census of 2011, the population of this city
was 1,133,003 members. Ahvaz has been divided into 8 regions which both are located in the
district one of Ahwaz municipality, which one of them is considered as marginalized
neighborhoods (Nehzatabad) and the other as non-marginalized's (Golestan) for this study. The
population of neighborhood and Golestan regions are 25682 and 27497, respectively. In this
study, according to the sample size and calculated variance, some of the important variables of
the research, the Cochran formula was used to estimate sample size in pre-test phase. Given the
sample size, Nehzatabad and Golestan neighborhoods had 300 and 320 members, separately.

Methodology

Data was collected through questionnaire. Using Cochran formula, sample size was measured
with a confidence level of 95%. Next, 300 questionnaires and 320 questionnaires were
distributed among Nehzatabad marginalized neighborhood (with 14956 population) and also
Golestan non-marginalized neighborhood, respectively. Data were analyzed by SPSS software
using descriptive statistical methods (Frequency Distribution Table) and inferential statistics
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(T2 test and two-way variance). The dependent variables of this study are tendency to
delinquency and independent variables such as residence place, education and income level.
Meanwhile, maps were made using ARC GIS software. Residence Place Level: in the nominal
level, two states were measured and options included marginal's and non-marginal's. Literacy
Level: it is measured in the multimode ranked level and options and values included the
illiterate individuals, reading and writing skills, elementary, secondary, cycle, high school,
diploma, associate degree, bachelor, master, doctoral and seminary degree holders. Income
Level: less than 150, 150 to 300, 300 to 450, 450 to 600, 600 to 750, 750 to 900 and higher than
900. Social Anomalies: In this study 18 items with 5 options (Very High to Very Low) were
analyzed.

Results and discussion

According to the results obtained, 67.9% men and 32.1% women respondents were of the
characteristics of the sample size. Of this sample size, 3.7%, 2.0%, 10.6%, 39.2%, 6.5% 35.5%,
4.4%, 56.6% and 43.4% persons had reading and writing skills, secondary, high school,
diploma, associate degree, bachelor and master holders, respectively. 56.6% of the respondents
were natives and 43.4% were non-natives (Kurds, Turks and Isfahani). In terms of employment,
51.8%, 17.3%, 1.1%, 3.5% 13.2%, 6.9%, 1.2%, 4% of the respondents were employed, looking
for job, student, university student, income holders, housewives and other cases participants
separately. In terms of income, 20.2% less than 150.000 Tomans, 17.7% between 150.000 and
300.000 Tomans, 9.0 % between 300.000 and 450.000 Tomans, 12.9% between 450.000 and
600.000 Tomans, 26.5% between 600.000 and 750.000 Tomans, 5.0% between 750.000 and
900.000 Tomans and 13.2% were higher than 900.000 Tomans. To prove the significance of the
differences in social deviations in the two neighborhoods examined (Golestan and Nehzatabad),
the comparison test method for the mean of two variables were used. This test is used to
compare the mean of two independent samples of quantitative data. The mean of social
deviations is 1.97 and 2.15 in the Golestan non-marginalized and Nehzatabad marginalized
neighborhoods, correspondingly. Given GIS=0.01 and T=2.614, means are significantly
different. Therefore it could be concluded that the level of social delinquencies in the
Nehzatabad neighborhood is more than Golestan neighborhood.

Conclusion

Based on the results obtained from the study of Gharakhlu, one of the factors that causes
anomaly and delinquency toward high risk behaviors in marginalized people is not paying
attention to the per capita factor and allocating enough space for daily activities of individuals.
Therefore, there is a severe imbalance between the existing per capita and standard indexes.
Researches show that individuals often act rationally in choosing location of social anomalies
and they look for the least risky and suitable opportunities and conditions for anomalies. The
mean (2.15) of social delinquencies in the Nehzatabad marginalized neighborhood is more than
the mean (1.97) of Golestan non-marginalized neighborhood. Given GIS=0.01 and T=2.614,
means are significantly different. Therefore it could be concluded that the level of social
delinquencies in the Nehzatabad neighborhood is more than Golestan neighborhood. The two-
way variance shows the relationship between residence place, education and income level in
tendency toward social delinquencies. 30.3 % of the respondents believed that there was a great
deal of social delinquencies in marginalized regions. While in non- marginalized regions it was
18.1%. So, the level of tendency toward social delinquencies in the marginalized regions is
more than non-marginalized regions.

Key Words: Marginalization, Social delinquencies, Ahvaz City, GIS



