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The horse played a significant and influential role in various aspects of life in
ancient Iran. Although numerous studies have been conducted on this subject,
the true status and importance of the horse in ancient Iranian culture have not
been fully elucidated. The central question of this research is: What is the role
and significance of the horse across different dimensions of ancient Iranian
culture? To answer this question, data were collected through library research
and analyzed using a qualitative, descriptive-analytical method, based on the
theories of Marcel Mauss, Norbert Elias, and Antonio Gramsci. The findings
reveal that the interaction between Iranians and horses throughout history, in
connection with other cultural dimensions, led to the formation of a physical
habitus of horseback riding, which served multiple functions. Especially from
the Median period onward, this habitus had a considerable impact on the
battlefield. Economic power and knowledge related to horses were in the hands
of the ruling class, and horses became symbols of high economic status and
social rank. This same class, during times of peace, used horses in banquets
and engaged in peaceful physical activities such as horseback riding, polo
(chogan), and hunting. The horse’s role in society and in battles against
enemies led to its transformation into a symbol of royal power and legitimacy.
Furthermore, the horse also held religious and ritual significance.
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