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— Investigating Trump's Foreign Policy Based on the Rational Actor Model

— Abstract:

— This article attempts to explain the US foreign policy during the Donald Trump
administration based on the Rational Actor Model. This model-which is based on the
cost-benefit logic- is the most capable of explaining US foreign policy behavior in
the presidency of Donald Trump. The rational decision making model focuses on the
economically perfect human being who first defines the purpose and then follows the
cost-benefit logic, choosing the most desirable (wisest) way. Utilitarianism is a key
element of Trump's foreign policy since its inception. Trump's “America First” slogan,
demonstrates utilitarianism, unilateralism, neo- isolationism, economic nationalism
and exceptionalism in his foreign policy.

— The present study seeks to answer the question of how to analyze Donald
Trump's unconventional foreign policy in relation to his withdrawal from international
agreements and his approach to the security issues. In answering this question, the
hypothesis is put forward: "Trump's foreign policy behaviors in withdrawal from
international agreements and his economy-oriented approach to the security issues can
be explained based on the rational decision making model and the logic of profit
maximization."

— Keywords:

— Donald Trump, Foreign policy, Rational actor, International agreements,
Utilitarianism



