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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this research was to investigate the relationship between the social
responsibility of sports teams and the specific value of the brand with the role of social identity mediator.
Methodology: This research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive survey type based on the
method of structural equations. Two hundred eighty fans of the Esteghlal and Persepolis teams
participated in this research as a sample. The data collection tools were questionnaires on social
responsibility, Liu et al. (2019), social identity, Kim and Manoli (2020), and characteristic value, Wang
and Tang (2018). Sports management professors confirmed the content and form validity of the
guestionnaire, the construct validity using convergent-divergent validity, and the reliability of the
guestionnaire was confirmed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and composite reliability.

Results: Surveys showed that social responsibility is significantly related to team identity, online
identity, and brand value. The mediating role of social identity (team identity - online identity) was also
confirmed in relation to social responsibility and brand value. In the findings related to the multi-group
analysis of the Esteghlal and Persepolis teams, except for the path of social responsibility with online
identity, there was no significant difference between the paths.

Conclusion: According to the research findings, brand management in sports should be focused on
promoting a socially responsible image to develop fans' social identity. Paying attention to these two
aspects, i.e., the brand's image based on social responsibility and the social identity of the fan, will play
a key role in promoting the special value of a sports brand and the sports life of the brand against the
pressures of the ultra-competitive sports world.
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