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Article Info ABSTRACT

Introduction: The purpose of this research was to present a model of resistance
economy governance in Iranian sports, examining the antecedents, futures, and social
consequences of sanction conditions.

Methods: The research method employed is a qualitative case study, with
participants comprising the country's sports managers and members of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly. Using purposive sampling and theoretical saturation
techniques, key informants (comprising 17 individuals) were selected and
interviewed to identify the framework of political-legal interactions. The tools used
to identify the factors of the political-legal interactions model of sports organizations
and the Islamic Consultative Assembly were semi-structured interviews (with focus
groups) and a document study. To ensure the validity and reliability of the study, the
Linoclon and Guba assessment method was used. The paradigmatic model of this
research was designed based on the paradigmatic model of Strauss and Corbin.
Results: In this research, environmental factors, governance factors, ethical factors,
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Research Article

Keywords: social factors, and structural factors were identified as categories related to causal
overnance, conditions. The development of economic rules, opportunism, creation of financial
resistance economy, infrastructure, standardization of governance, cost control, and value proposition are
sspoc;:ritasL the main contextual factors. Two categories of attention to sports bankruptcy and the

lack of professional behavior among sports managers are considered as intervening
categories. Approaches, processes, and effective behavior are central categories. In
this research, creating a platform for strategic decision-making, idea evaluation, and
economic growth and development policies is considered a key strategy.
Conclusion: Therefore, paying attention to a platform for the efficiency of the sports
financial system, the efficiency of the sports organizational system, the
environmental sustainability of sports, income generation, social capacity building
of sports, and the development of discursive rules can provide conditions for
improving economic governance in sports in the country with a resistance economy
approach and sanctions conditions
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Economic governance refers to the system of institutions and
procedures established to achieve the Union's objectives in the
economic field, namely the coordination of economic policies to
promote economic and social progress. The financial and
economic crises that began in 2008 demonstrated that the
European Union required a more effective model of economic
management than the existing economic and financial
coordination (Khudoyarov, 2022). Ongoing developments in
economic governance include strengthened coordination and
surveillance of fiscal and macroeconomic policies, as well as the
establishment of a framework for managing financial crises
(Bailey, 2023). Economic governance, therefore, encompasses
processes that support economic activities and transactions by
protecting property rights, enforcing contracts, and facilitating
collective action to create suitable physical and organizational
infrastructure. These processes take place within institutions, both
formal and informal (Galli, 2023). Sports are one of the most
important industries in the international arena, making significant
contributions to the economies of various societies today. The
growth of sports in all fields and their expansion across all
demographics have led to sports being recognized as a significant
industry worldwide. The expansion of sports has led to the
formation of large-scale sports organizations today. Huth (2020)
noted that new financing methods have been developed in today's
economic fields, leading to the provision of economic resources in
this regard. Although various studies have addressed the
identification of economic governance methods, this issue has not
been considered in some environments, including the sports
industry, particularly in the context of sanctions. In this way, there
is currently no evidence on how sports clubs respond and react to
economic problems created under sanction conditions,
considering the resistance economy approach. The lack of
comprehensive research on the path to creating evidence-based
economic governance methods in Iran's sports sector has led to
sports clubs in the country being heavily dependent on
government resources and attracting financial support from
donors. This issue has led the present study, which aims to model
economic governance in the Iranian sports industry, to explore the
question of what the model for improving economic governance
in the country's sports sector looks like, considering the approach
of a resistance economy and the conditions of sanctions.

Methods

This study is qualitative research. This research aims to identify
indicators of improving economic governance in the country's
sports sector, utilizing a resistance economy approach and
sanction conditions. This work was conducted through a
qualitative research study of the grand theory type, an exploratory
method. In this research, through a literature review and
exploratory interviews, the identification of improving economic
governance in the country's sports with a resistance economy
approach and sanctions conditions was analyzed using a data-
driven method and a grand theory method (coding the unit of
analysis, categories, and registration unit). To conduct field
interviews, the research participants included managers of sports
organizations, who were purposefully selected and interviewed
based on specific criteria for the qualitative research topic. The
criterion for selecting research samples was the level of expertise
in economic discussions. After analyzing the literature and
completing the indicators of political-legal interactions between
sports organizations and the Islamic Consultative Assembly, 17
participants were interviewed to finalize the list of indicators for
improving economic governance in the country’s sports, using the
approach of resistance economy and considering the conditions of

sanctions. One of the interviewees (the first interviewee) was
interviewed twice because some points had stuck in the
interviewee's mind during the first interview, and an attempt was
made to correct those points in the second interview. Additionally,
no new data was obtained from the fourteenth interview; however,
the interview continued until the seventeenth person. Before
conducting the interview, a letter signed by the researcher was
sent, along with the interview questions, stating the ethical
commitment to maintain the confidentiality of the interview
contents and the participants' characteristics, and not to publish
them. Also, with the participants' knowledge, all interviews were
recorded and reviewed to extract key points. After the agreement
was announced, interviews were held to focus on the perception,
understanding, and indicators intended to identify areas for
improving economic governance in the country's sports, with an
approach that considers the resistance economy and the conditions
of sanctions, as well as the most important indicators. During the
interviews, respondents expressed their opinions on the question
of whether to provide a new component or indicator, or to confirm
the existing components and indicators. The tools used to assess
the quality of economic governance in the country's sports
included semi-structured interviews (with focus groups) and a
document study.

Results

In this research, environmental factors, governance factors,
ethical factors, social factors, and structural factors were
identified as categories related to causal conditions. The
development of economic rules, opportunism, creation of
financial infrastructure, standardization of governance, cost
control, and value proposition are the main contextual factors.
Two categories of attention to sports bankruptcy and the lack
of professional behavior among sports managers are
considered as intervening categories. Approaches, processes,
and effective behavior are central categories. In this research,
creating a platform for strategic decision-making, idea
evaluation, and economic growth and development policies is
considered a key strategy.

Conclusion

Therefore, paying attention to a platform for the efficiency of
the sports financial system, the efficiency of the sports
organizational system, the environmental sustainability of
sports, income generation, social capacity building of sports,
and the development of discursive rules can provide conditions
for improving economic governance in sports in the country
with a resistance economy approach and sanctions conditions.
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