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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: I_ntr_O(_jUCtion:_ Studies related to spor@s, especiglly foo?ball, have increased
significantly in recent years due to their popularity and importance. However,
referees play an important yet often overlooked role in football. The purpose of this
research is to investigate the demanding culture of football referees in Iran.
Methods: qualitative research method. The interpretivist research approach,
proposed by Blumer, has been employed, utilizing Grounded Theory as developed
by Strauss and Glaser, to navigate the complexities of the research and the natural
field through an abduction study and an inductive approach. The interviewees are 15
Iranian working and retired referees, as well as Iranian union activists. Observations
and direct experiences of the researcher, stemming from his 12-year involvement in
the trade union group of Referees, are considered as additional sources for this
research.

Results: From the extracted data, the researcher created basic concepts and 16 sub-
categories, as well as five main categories, which include: social construction,
dynamics of social actions, worker-employer relations in demanding situations,
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demands, Conclusion: Referees' demands as a collective behavior are influenced by
union. propositions that can be shaped by categories that foster cohesion and contribute to

the success of group demands. The relationship between the categories is two-way
and mutual, and the quality and extent of impact of each can be analyzed from a
dialectical perspective.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Over the past century, Iran has undergone significant industrial
development and modernization, characterized by the
introduction of new technologies and the acquisition of
knowledge. These transformations have led to the establishment
of factories, scientific and service centers, and various economic,
political, and cultural institutions, resulting in the emergence of
diverse occupational and professional classes. Sport is a
phenomenon that has gained public importance alongside modern
life. It is recognized for its necessity, benefits, and value to society.
Engaging in physical activities not only promotes mobility,
vitality, and mental well-being but also enhances physical health.
Consequently, sports have increasingly integrated into individuals'
personal and social lives. Given that sports manifest in social
interactions and influence their quality, they are considered a
social phenomenon. For anyone attentive to the symbolic
dimensions of social life, sports serve as an excellent laboratory
for exploring these dimensions. Therefore, all structures, patterns,
organizations, and various socio-cultural groups related to sports
fall within the realm of sports sociology.

The professionalization of sports has significantly expanded
its popularity, with sports enthusiasts promoting and
showcasing professional athletes through radio, television, and
the internet. In this way, a part of the human economy is
intertwined with sports. In the phenomenon of sports as a
social institution, and football as the subject of this research,
numerous elements and roles play crucial parts. In team sports
played on open fields, such as football, various roles must be
fulfilled, including those of players, coaches, and referees.
Considering the referees' significant influence on sports
outcomes, their importance has increased, imposing a heavy
responsibility on them. Referees sometimes make mistakes
that can affect the match result. It is essential to focus on the
"how" and "why" of those who make competition enjoyable
and challenge unfair practices in a fragmented and complex
modernity. The importance of supporting justice in sports, fair
play, and the role of referees necessitates studies to examine
the propositions related to referees and their roles. Thus,
understanding the needs expressed by referees as a
professional group becomes crucial; if neglected, it could lead
to detrimental effects on sports competitions.

The evolution of sports, particularly football, reflects broader
societal changes and modernization processes in Iran. Over the
last century, as Iran has undergone industrial and social
development, sports have emerged as a significant aspect of public
life. This research focuses on the role of football referees as a
professional group and their advocacy for rights and demands
within the context of sports sociology. Referees play a crucial role
in ensuring fairness and integrity in competitions, yet their
demands and needs are often overlooked.

The study aims to answer two primary questions: How do
football referees articulate their demands as a professional
group? What factors influence their advocacy process?
Understanding these dynamics is essential for enhancing the
conditions under which referees operate and for improving the
overall quality of sports governance in lIran.

Methods

This research employs an inductive approach, utilizing grounded
theory as proposed by Strauss and Glaser. The methodology
involves qualitative data collection through field studies,
participant observations, and both formal and informal interviews
with active and retired referees, as well as members of refereeing
unions. The researcher has extensive experience in the refereeing
profession, which provides valuable insights into the nuances of
referees' experiences and the challenges they face.

The sample comprises a diverse range of referees with varying
educational backgrounds and cultural contexts, ensuring a

comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing their
advocacy. Data collection continues until theoretical saturation is
reached, meaning that no new information emerges from the
interviews and observations. The analysis focuses on identifying
key concepts and categories related to referees' demands and the
social structures that influence their advocacy efforts.

Results

The findings reveal several critical themes regarding the
advocacy of football referees in Iran:

1. **Expression of Demands**: Referees articulate their
demands through various channels, including formal petitions,
participation in unions, and public discussions. However, there
is a lack of cohesive strategies for collective advocacy, which
often leads to fragmented efforts.

2. Influencing Factors: Several elements impact the advocacy
process of referees, including their educational background,
professional experience, and the socio-political context of
sports governance in lran. The presence of a supportive
network among referees enhances their ability to effectively
advocate for their rights.

3. Challenges Faced: Referees encounter numerous challenges,
such as inadequate institutional support, lack of recognition, and
the pressures of public scrutiny. These factors contribute to a sense
of anxiety and uncertainty that can negatively affect their
performance and decision-making on the field.

4. Need for Institutional Support: The study highlights the
necessity for stronger institutional frameworks that recognize
referees as a professional group with specific rights and needs.
Establishing formal unions and support systems can empower
referees to advocate more effectively for their interests.

Conclusion

The advocacy of football referees in Iran is a complex
phenomenon influenced by various social, cultural, and
institutional factors. While referees play a crucial role in
maintaining the integrity of sports, their demands often go
unrecognized due to a lack of cohesive advocacy strategies and
institutional support. This research highlights the significance
of understanding the dynamics of referees' advocacy in
enhancing their working conditions and improving the overall
governance of sports in Iran.

To foster a more supportive environment for referees, it is
essential to establish formal unions and advocacy groups that
can effectively represent their interests and concerns.
Additionally, increasing awareness among stakeholders about
the significance of referees' roles can lead to better recognition
and support for their demands. By addressing the needs of
referees, the sports community can contribute to a more just
and equitable sporting environment, ultimately benefiting
athletes, fans, and the broader society.

Keywords: football referees, demands, union
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