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Review Article Introduction: The current research aimed to review the effective indicators of

national branding with a sports sociological approach.

Methods: The current research was reviewed using the meta-analysis method. This
way, a systematic review of articles published in common and reliable Persian
databases was conducted. The keywords "national brand” and "national branding"
and other keywords related to the sports field were used in their titles to select the
articles. After collecting all these articles, they were categorized based on the topic
and content, and to check validity, this process was done separately by two
researchers.

Results: Based on the findings, the role of sports sociology in national branding is
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Globalization and its effects on all aspects of human life,
including economy, politics, culture, society, environment,
etc., have become widespread, and competitiveness is an
inevitable issue and an important factor in the success of
countries in capturing a greater share of global markets. This
competition is raised in all dimensions to attract more and
better financial and non-financial capital; as a result, growth
and progress are carried out as thoroughly as possible.
Therefore, if a country wants to have a good position and be
successful in this competitive environment, it must strengthen
its competitive power, that is, promote tangible and intangible
assets, focus its efforts, and focus on important strategies that
enable growth and capital attraction in all dimensions.
Undoubtedly, one of the most important of these strategies is
the measures related to national branding and promoting its
global position as one of each country's most important
intangible assets. Many governments pay special attention to
this issue and use various strategies to promote it. According
to studies, one of the best strategies is to use sports and its
many capacities because this industry simultaneously affects
various areas, including 1. Tourism, 2. Exports, 3.
Governance, 4. People, 5. Culture and Cultural Heritage, and
6. Investment and Immigration will directly and indirectly
affect various economic, social, political, and cultural
dimensions of a country or region.

Methods

The present study is a review conducted using the meta-
analysis method. Meta-analysis is the art of combining
research and analysis of analyses and is defined as
combining the results of independent studies to integrate
their findings. In the present study, in order to achieve
the aforementioned goal, which is a review of the
effective indicators of national branding with a
sociological approach to sports, a systematic review of
published articles related to the subject was conducted
using the meta-analysis method. These articles were
searched through common and comprehensive Persian
databases, including the National Publications
Database, the Humanities Portal, the Academic Jihad
Scientific Database, and the Noor Specialized
Magazines Database, with the keywords "national
brand” and "national branding" along with other
keywords related to the field of sports such as "sports
events", "sports"”, "sports organizations”, "Olympics",
"World Cup", "physical education”, "football" and
"athletes and coaches" only in the titles of the articles.
After collecting all these articles, they were categorized
based on topic and content. Two researchers carried out
this process separately to examine the validity. Then, the
existing differences were resolved through discussion
and exchange of opinions, and a final classification was
made regarding them. The results of these studies are
presented below.

Results

Considering the topic and content of the published
articles on "national branding" and its relationship with
various areas of "sports", it was determined that all the
components affecting the national branding of countries

can be classified into six general categories based on the
Anholt National Brand Index, which are: 1-
Governance, 2- People, 3- Culture and Cultural
Heritage, 4- Investment and Immigration, 5- Tourism,
and 6- Exports. Each component affects and is affected
by the state of a country's sports.

Conclusion

The first group of articles examined examined the index
of "sovereignty" concerning "sports". The concept of
sovereignty in sports and holding major sporting events
can refer to the deep connection between sports and
politics and the political outcomes of these events,
overshadowing the relations between states and socio-
political groups. The second group of articles examined,

based on their subject matter and content, examined the
"people” component of the national brand index about
"sports.” The results of this research show that the
"people” component is another important component of
the national brand index, referring to the citizens of a
country and playing a significant role in the process of
national branding and the globalization of their national
brand. The third group of articles also addresses the
"culture and cultural heritage" indicator from the total
number of national brand indicators and its relationship
with "sports" and examines the role and importance of
this relationship in the country's national branding. The
emphasis of these articles is on sports as one of the
components of the culture of any society. According to
their subject and content, the fourth group of articles
deals with the relationship between the "Investment and
Immigration” index from the set of national brand
indices and "Sports". The fifth group of articles
examined the relationship between the "tourism" index
and the "sports" index. It emphasized its importance
because tourism, as one of the largest and most
important industries of the present era, is carried out in
various sectors such as cultural, historical, artistic,
religious, medical, and sports, of which the sports sector
is vital. Based on their content, the sixth group of
articles examined the relationship between the "export"
index and the national brand indices of Anholt and
"sports" and emphasized the importance of this issue.
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