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Conflict between Professional and gender identity: A comparison
between employed and educated girls aged 25-35 from Tehran and
Istanbul
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Abstract

This article examines the struggle between traditional female roles and professional
and occupational roles in modern society among young women in Tehran and Istanbul.
It also seeks to analyze the identity-related impacts of this process on the preferences
and choices of women in these two societies, which share historical, cultural,
geographical, and religious commonalities. The central research question was: How
do employed and educated Iranian and Istanbulite women define their identity? The
theoretical framework of this study is based on the ideas of Richard Jenkins and
Anthony Giddens, as well as, to some extent, Erving Goffman’s dramaturgical theory.
Given the nature of the subject, a mixed-methods approach was used. In the qualitative
section, semi-structured interviews were conducted with employed and educated
women aged 25 to 35 in Tehran and Istanbul, Turkey. Based on the concepts derived
from the qualitative analysis, a 63-question questionnaire was developed and
distributed to the target groups in both cities, and data were collected accordingly. The
findings from both qualitative and quantitative sections indicate that educated women
in Tehran and Istanbul over the age of 35 perceive a tension and contradiction between
their private and public lives. Gaining and maintaining independence is a crucial
motivation and goal in their social actions inside and outside the home. However, most
of them have not been able to choose between their professional identity and their
gender identity. Instead, despite the conflicts between these two identities, they
continue to strive to integrate both into their lives simultaneously.

Keywords: Identity confusion, Gender identity, Professional identity, Single
women.
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Abstract

The present study investigates the role of the government's attracting or repelling
factors in social participation for environmental protection. As a social issue, the
environment is one of the most important natural phenomena, and the crisis poses
problems for human and even non-human life. The method of this research is
qualitative and grounded theory. In this study, interviews were conducted with 24
environmental experts. The process of selecting targeted participants and determining
their number was determined by reaching data saturation. The interviews were coded
using MAXQDA 2020. "Functional collapse" was chosen as the central category. This
category refers to the current situation of the role of the government in attracting or
repelling social participation in environmental protection, in which the actions taken
are carried out without careful, expert, and continuous planning, and these actions
themselves have negative consequences for the environment and reduce social
participation and social capital in the environmental field among citizens. The results
of the research show that the role of the government in damaging the environment is
greater than the role of citizens, and government intervention, whether through
granting privileges to exploit and extract natural resources to private companies or
rent owners or in the field of environmental management and monitoring, has caused
dissatisfaction in society and the loss of social capital regarding environmental
protection and preservation, and a sense of belonging to the country's national
resources and wealth.

Keywords: environment, social participation, government support,
environmental destruction
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A Sociological Analysis of the Role of School Culture in Teachers' Educational
Innovation Adoption: The Mediating Role of Innovative Organizational
Climate in Elementary Schools

Fatemeh Kolivand ! 0009-0006-5850-1010

Department of Educational Management, Ker.C., Islamic Azad University, Kermanshah, Iran

Abstract

Educational innovation is a key factor in improving the quality of teaching and
learning. However, its adoption in elementary schools often faces cultural and
organizational barriers. The present study aimed to investigate the role of school
culture in teachers' adoption of educational innovation, with an innovative
organizational climate as a mediating factor. This research employed a descriptive-
correlational method using structural equation modeling (SEM). The statistical
population comprised all elementary school teachers in Kermanshah’s Kangavar city
during the academic year (1400-1401), of whom 196 were selected through stratified
random sampling. Data were collected using standard questionnaires: School Culture,
Innovative Organizational Climate, and Educational Innovation Adoption. The
validity of the instruments was confirmed through confirmatory factor analysis, and
reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha. Data were analyzed using SPSS and
AMOS/SmartPLS. The findings revealed that school culture positively and
significantly affects both innovative organizational climate and educational
innovation adoption. Furthermore, a creative organizational climate positively
influences innovation adoption and mediates the relationship between school culture
and adoption. Overall, the results highlight that fostering educational innovation in
elementary schools requires simultaneous improvements in school culture and the
innovative organizational climate.

Keywords: Educational innovation adoption, School -culture, Innovative
organizational climate, Elementary teachers
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Abstract

This study explores the multifaceted experiences of employed women in accepting
the role of motherhood in Iranian society, a role that dominant discourses portray as
natural, inherent, feminine, and instinctual. Utilizing a grounded theory approach and
conducting in-depth interviews with 17 couples from various social classes and
backgrounds, the research seeks to develop a theoretical explanation of the lived
experience of motherhood. Findings indicate that formal structures, such as maternity
leave policies, reduced working hours, and special support for mothers, despite their
supportive appearance, reinforce the discourse of motherhood as an inherently
feminine role. Simultaneously, media representations—particularly on Instagram—
promote an idealized image of motherhood that intensifies competition, anxiety, and
feelings of inadequacy among many women. Nevertheless, in response to the
pressures of dominant motherhood discourses, women adopt diverse strategies,
including autonomous mothering, shared mothering, role suspension, and redefining
desirable motherhood standards. Narratives of non-biological motherhood (adoption)
and even the rejection of maternal responsibilities further demonstrate that
motherhood is not an instinctual act but a cultural and situational choice. The central
phenomenon derived from this research is “fluid mothering,” which views mothering
not as a predetermined or feminine role but as a dynamic, fluid process contingent
upon social, identity, and structural contexts.

Keywords: Mothering, Dominant Motherhood Discourse, Structural Pressure,
Women’s Lived Experience, Grounded Theory, Digital Mothering, Non-
Biological Mothering
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Structural Modeling of the Relationships Between Socio-Cultural
Factors and the Dimensions of Social Identity Among Youth in
Oshnaviyeh
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Abstract
This study aimed to examine the impact of socio-cultural factors, including cultural
capital, media consumption, attention-seeking, and socio-economic status, on the
social identity of youth in Oshnavieh. The research's theoretical framework is drawn
from the perspectives of Giddens, Bourdieu, Gerbner, Goffman, Jenkins, and Tajfel,
integrating approaches from cultural sociology, social psychology, and media studies.
The research employed a survey (quantitative) method, and data were collected using
questionnaires. The statistical population consisted of all youth aged 15 to 29 residing
in Oshnavieh, and the sample comprised 375 individuals selected through stratified
multistage sampling. Structural equation modeling and correlation coefficients were
used to analyze the data. The findings revealed that cultural capital, media
consumption, attention-seeking, and socio-economic status explain 36%, 32%, 40%,
and 41% of the variance in social identity among youth, respectively, and all four
variables have a positive and significant effect at a 99% confidence level on the
dimensions of social identity (gender, ethnic, national, and religious). The results
indicate that the social identity of youth in Oshnavieh is influenced by a complex
combination of cultural capital, media consumption patterns, attention-seeking
behaviors, and socio-economic conditions, and these factors can interact to reinforce
or moderate identity formation. By focusing on border and multi-ethnic areas and
simultaneously analyzing multiple socio-cultural factors, this study fills gaps in prior
research and can serve as a guide for cultural and social planning to strengthen youth's
social identity.

Keywords: Social Identity, Cultural Capital, Media Consumption, Attention-
Seeking, Socio-Economic Status, Oshnavieh.
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Abstract
The present study aims to better understand homelessness in Karaj and the impact of
social security, social cohesion, and social inclusion on the homelessness process. The
nature of this research is quantitative, and the researcher used a researcher-developed
questionnaire that, in the first part, collects background information, and in the second
part, includes questions on social factors affecting homelessness. The statistical
population of the present study consists of all homeless people residing in fixed
shelters at the time of the study, as well as people who sleep in caves, rough sleepers,
and residents of rented tents and canvases, for a total sample size of 350 people. In the
first stage, the cluster probability sampling method was used to select four centers
(Quds Square, Hesarak Bala, Chamran Park, and Mosalla in Karaj city). In the next
stage, the purposive sampling method was used. For this purpose, the present study
was conducted quantitatively using a survey after analyzing the theories of labeling
(homelessness stigma), social drift, and indifference, among others. Pearson's
statistical tests and regression were used to analyze the data. The results show
significant relationships between social security (R? = 0.254), social cohesion (R? =
0.343), social inclusion (R? = 0.204), and homelessness.

Keywords: Homelessness, social security, social cohesion, social inclusion, social
issue.
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Introduction

This study explores the interplay between professional and gender identity among
educated and employed women aged 25 to 35 in Tehran and Istanbul. In contemporary
societies, access to higher education and career opportunities has reshaped women’s
roles, granting more autonomy and presence in public life. These changes have
enabled many women to challenge traditional gender norms. However, in societies
like Iran and Turkey, women still face conflicting expectations between career goals
and culturally defined gender roles. Despite modernization, patriarchal values
continue to shape women’s choices and self-understanding.
This research aims to understand how women in these two cities navigate these
competing demands. It investigates whether they prioritize professional identity,
balance both roles, or feel forced to choose between them. The comparative aspect
highlights how similar cultural foundations can lead to different identity outcomes,
shaped by national and institutional differences. The focus is on how women
reinterpret, resist, or conform to expectations, and how education, employment, and
delayed marriage influence their self-perception.

The theoretical framework draws from the work of Richard Jenkins, Anthony
Giddens, and Erving Goffman. Jenkins and Giddens emphasize the interaction
between individual agency and social structure in the formation of identity. Giddens
sees identity in late modernity as reflexive—a constant self-construction in response
to changing conditions. Gender, as a structural and performative identity, is central to
this process. Goffman’s dramaturgical approach, particularly his concepts of front-
stage and back-stage behavior, explains how individuals manage different roles in
varied social settings, relevant to how women navigate professional and domestic
expectations.
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Literature Review

Existing literature shows how women's access to education and employment reshapes
their identities and challenges patriarchal structures. In many cultural contexts,
women’s increased autonomy is accompanied by persistent expectations about
domestic roles, which can create tensions with their identities. In Iran, although
women make up a large portion of university graduates, societal norms continue to
emphasize marriage and motherhood. Many women face pressure to reduce or
abandon career ambitions after marriage, especially if family finances are stable. This
contributes to underemployment and workforce exit. In Turkey, while women enjoy
greater legal and institutional support, traditional expectations still influence both
workplace dynamics and family roles. This study builds on prior research by
comparing Tehran and Istanbul. Both cities share historical and cultural links, yet
differ politically and socially. The research offers a cross-cultural perspective on how
professional and gender identity conflicts are negotiated in two urban settings shaped
by distinct structures and discourses.

Methodology

To investigate how professional and gender identities interact and conflict, this
research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
data for a comprehensive analysis. The qualitative section involved semi-structured
interviews with 20 employed women (10 from each city) across diverse fields such as
education, healthcare, media, and business. Interviews lasted 35-90 minutes and were
thematically coded to identify patterns related to identity negotiation, work-life
balance, role conflict, and future goals. The quantitative section included surveys
completed by 200 women (120 from Tehran, 80 from Istanbul). The survey covered
topics such as identity, self-perception, societal expectations, family influence, and
attitudes toward career and marriage. Statistical analysis helped identify trends and
provided context for the qualitative insights. This combined approach allowed for a
deeper understanding of how women internalize or resist gender norms and how social
structures shape identity strategies.

Research Findings

Findings reveal apparent differences in how women in Tehran and Istanbul negotiate
their identities. Many women in Istanbul adopt a more integrated approach, seeing
professional and domestic roles as compatible. They often feel supported by family
and colleagues and express confidence in maintaining their careers after marriage or
childbirth. They emphasize personal agency and independence, backed by
institutional factors such as childcare services and more flexible work arrangements.

In contrast, many women in Tehran experience a more conflicted identity. While
ambitious and career-oriented, their goals are often tempered by traditional norms that
prioritize domestic life. Several participants mentioned being encouraged or pressured
to leave work after marriage. Some internalize these expectations, compromising their
ambitions. Others choose family roles due to the high social value placed on being a
good wife and mother.

Delayed marriage and higher education do provide Iranian women with temporary



independence, but often with an unspoken time limit. By their early 30s, societal
pressure to conform increases. Turkish women, on the other hand, report more
freedom in shaping their lives, with less stigma surrounding unmarried or childless
women.

Across both cities, women expressed awareness of the tension between personal goals
and social expectations. However, the ability to act on those goals without sacrificing
gender identity varied significantly. These findings reinforce the idea that identity is
a product of constant negotiation, not simply a matter of personal choice.

Conclusion

This study highlights the complexity of identity formation for educated, employed
women in Tehran and Istanbul. While both groups navigate tensions between career
and gender expectations, the intensity and resolution of these conflicts differ. Istanbul
women benefit from more supportive structures, enabling them to maintain a dual
identity. Tehran women often face a more pronounced conflict, especially post-
marriage.

Policy changes could ease this tension—especially in Iran—through flexible work
hours, parental leave, and campaigns promoting diverse models of womanhood.
Supporting continued workforce participation and challenging gender stereotypes are
key.

Future research should examine how variables such as class, ethnicity, and religiosity
further shape identity outcomes. Longitudinal studies could show how these
negotiations evolve. Including men’s roles in reinforcing or challenging gender norms
could also provide a fuller picture. Ultimately, this research illustrates that
professional and gender identities are dynamic and shaped by ongoing social
negotiation. The experiences of women in Tehran and Istanbul reflect broader
questions of autonomy, modernity, and gender in rapidly changing societies.

Keywords: Professional identity - Gender identity - Identity confusion - Single
women
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction: The purpose of the present study is to investigate the role of the
government's attractive or repulsive factors in social participation for environmental
protection. The environment, as a social issue, is one of the most important natural
phenomena, and a crisis poses a problem for human and even non-human life.
Environmental phenomena are external conditions that affect a living being, such as
a human, throughout its lifetime. Water, soil, and air are the three major components
of the human environment, and pollution of any of them is environmental pollution
and must be addressed. The increasing population, the rising demand for food and
other basic human needs, the development of the tourism industry, the expansion of
urbanization, and the intensification of environmental pollution (water, soil, and air)
have posed a serious threat to the health and lives of creatures, especially humans. On
the other hand, cultural capital refers to specific cultural practices that have been
established in individuals through formal and family education (environmental
education) and also includes the capacity of individuals to recognize the use of artistic
tools, such as waste recycling, so the role of cultural capital in realizing ecological
citizenship is of great importance. The increasing frequency of climate change and its
consequences, such as floods, heat stress, and water scarcity, puts the environment at
the forefront of researchers, citizen groups, and decision-makers seeking to mitigate
and adapt to it. One of the proposed solutions is environmental modification, an
intentional intervention using natural features of ecosystems, which is used worldwide
to provide diverse sustainability benefits. One reason for the importance and necessity
of environmental research is that social participation has evolved to help humans adapt
to their environment. Since humans have a social life and many of their cultural
manifestations are also related to collective and group actions, the government's
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attracting and repelling factors can affect the amount and quality of participation and
collective spirit as intervening factors. The overall goal of the present study is to
examine the role of the government's attracting and repelling factors in social
participation for environmental protection, and to examine the causal and interfering
conditions, measures, and programs implemented to date, and the consequences of
those programs for the country's environment. The main question of the research is:
what solutions are proposed to increase the government's role in attracting social
participation in environmental protection?

2- Literature review: The environmental issue is of particular importance both within
Iran and globally. The strength of this research, which distinguishes it from previous
studies, lies in its focus on attracting and repelling factors, on government support in
combating environmental degradation, and on its participation in its preservation and
maintenance.

3- Methodology: The method of this research is the grounded theory method. The
study population, selected purposively, consists of 24 university professors and
researchers with knowledge, research, and awareness in the field of the environment.
The researchers collected and analyzed the data qualitatively. The number of
participants was determined until the theoretical and, to some extent, conceptual data
saturation stage was reached. Analysis and coding of the interview texts were
conducted using MAXQDA 2020.

To create theoretical sensitivity, the researcher reviewed theoretical and empirical
literature (some relevant theories, articles, and books related to the subject). Also, in
this study, to build confidence in the research findings, methods such as participant
evaluation, control and review of conceptual and theoretical findings by professors
and other researchers, and analytical comparisons were used.

1- Validation by participants: In this study, by validating the extracted categories
with the opinions of respondents (16 people), they were asked to evaluate the general
findings obtained and comment on them. The participants confirmed the correctness
of the extracted concepts.

2- Analytical comparisons: The field findings of the research were reviewed by
reviewing and returning to the theories and raw data, and moving from analogy to
induction, to verify the accuracy of the abstract findings.

3- Use of auditing technique: In the coding stages, the opinions of professors as well
as experts familiar with the method were used. In implementing the three stages of
coding, first, considering the similarity of the feature and feature dimensions in the
first round coding (open coding), in the form of one of the common schools in
grounded theory (Glazer school), first round coding was carried out with all its steps,
and appropriate matrices and tables were drawn. Then, in the second round of coding,
focused codes or central categories were created, and the researcher practically
achieved abstract concepts (blocks). In the inductive approach, the process of moving
from detailed information to general concepts is carried out to develop a theory
through hypothesis construction, the development of new and novel methods, and the
scientific criticism of previous methods. The open coding process in this research was
as follows: each interview was written down as soon as it arrived home, and then all
its essential points were entered into the open coding table. In the second stage, all
data referring to a common concept were arranged in sequence, and a subcategory
encompassing all such concepts was selected. In the next stage, the obtained



subcategories were placed in a more abstract, inclusive category called 'categories'.
These stages involved going back and forth to the field during data collection.

4- Research findings: After coding the interviews, selecting concepts, and
proceeding from induction to analogy and reaching the main subcategories and
categories, the central category of "functional decay" was finally chosen. The central
category of functional decay refers to the current situation in which the government
plays the role of attracting and repelling factors in creating social participation in
environmental protection, in which in these conditions, the measures taken are without
careful, expert, and continuous planning, and these measures themselves have
negative consequences for the environment and reduce social participation and social
capital in the environmental field from citizens.

5- Discussion and Conclusion: The results of the research show that the environment
in any country is one of the most critical assets of that country, which can play a
significant role in the development of that country. Excessive exploitation of natural
resources, destruction of forests, and excessive use of underground and surface
resources can cause irreparable damage to a country's environment. The participants
in the research consider the need to build a culture in the field of environment and
how to preserve and protect it, fundamental reforms in environmental laws and
structures, institutionalization of the problem and attention to solving it, use and
replacement of renewable energies instead of fossil fuels, and government support and
efforts to attract and attract public and local support as the best solutions to overcome
the current situation.

Keywords: environment, social participation, government support,
environmental destruction
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Extended Abstract

Background:

Contemporary education systems face rapid scientific, technological, and social
change that demands adaptive capacity and continuous innovation. Primary
schools—central to children’s cognitive, emotional, and social development—are
particularly in need of pedagogical innovation to cultivate future-ready skills.
Nevertheless, the diffusion and adoption of instructional innovations are often
constrained by cultural and organizational barriers such as conservative norms,
limited resources, and weak organizational climates. The present study adopts an
organizational-sociology and diffusion-of-innovation perspective to investigate how
teachers’ perceptions of school culture influence their acceptance of instructional
innovations, and whether an innovative organizational climate mediates that
relationship in the context of primary schools.

Aim:

This research asks: Does teachers’ perception of school culture affect the acceptance
of instructional innovations in primary schools, and does an innovative organizational
climate mediate this relationship? Four specific hypotheses guided the study: (H1)
school-culture perceptions positively affect innovative organizational climate; (H2)
school-culture perceptions positively affect instructional-innovation acceptance;
(H3) innovative organizational climate positively affects instructional-innovation
acceptance; (H4) innovative organizational climate mediates the relationship
between school culture perceptions and innovation acceptance.

Methods:

A descriptive—correlational design employing structural equation modeling (SEM)
was used. The population consisted of all primary school teachers in Kongavar
County during the 1400-1401 academic year (N = 402). Using stratified random
sampling (male/female strata), a sample of 196 teachers was selected based on
Morgan’s table. Data collection was conducted individually via online questionnaires
(during the COVID-19 context). Instruments included three standardized, translated
questionnaires: (a) the School Culture Scale (SCS; Griinert & Valentine / Klein-

! Corresponding Author: fkolivand72@gmail.com
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Schmidt adaptation) measuring leadership, collegial support, shared learning,
professional development, teacher participation, and unity of purpose; (b) the
Innovative Organizational Climate questionnaire assessing support for creativity and
resource provision; and (c) the Instructional Innovation Acceptance scale (Anderson
et al., 1998) measuring teachers’ willingness to adopt new instructional methods.
Construct validity was examined with confirmatory factor analysis (CFA); internal
consistency reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha. Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and SmartPLS SEM/path analysis.
Results:

The SEM results supported the hypothesized model overall and revealed the
following standardized path coefficients and significance levels as reported in the
manuscript:

e  H1(School culture = Innovative organizational climate): $ =0.721, p <0.01.
Interpretation: Teachers who perceive a more positive, collaborative, trust-
based, and supportive school culture report substantially higher levels of an
innovative organizational climate.

e H2 (School culture = Instructional innovation acceptance): B = 0.574, p <
0.05.

Interpretation: A participatory, flexible school culture directly increases
teachers’ propensity to adopt and use instructional innovations.

e H3 (Innovative organizational climate - Instructional innovation
acceptance): B = -0.238, p < 0.009.
Note: The reported coefficient carries a negative sign in the manuscript,
while the textual discussion treats the climate effect as facilitative. Given
theoretical expectations and the accompanying narrative, this negative sign
appears inconsistent and may reflect a typographical or reporting error. If
interpreted in the theoretical direction implied by the manuscript text, the
organizational climate exerts a positive and significant influence on
teachers’ acceptance of innovation (i.e., climate that provides psychological
safety, managerial support, and permission to experiment increases
adoption).

e  H4 (Indirect effect: School culture = Climate - Adoption): reported
indirect effect f =-0.172, p < 0.10.

Note: As with H3, the reported negative sign contrasts with the study’s
narrative; the authors interpret the indirect effect as a positive partial
mediation, indicating that part of culture’s impact on adoption is
transmitted through the organizational climate.
Subgroup analyses indicated stronger culture->climate->adoption pathways in
schools with stable, supportive leadership and frequent collaborative professional
development. Pathways were attenuated in resource-constrained or highly
centralized administrative settings. Robustness checks across alternate
specifications confirmed the central pattern, but causality remains circumscribed by
cross-sectional design.



Discussion:

The findings align with organizational theory: school culture establishes broad
normative frameworks (trust, collaboration, shared goals) that predispose members
to change, while organizational climate operationalizes those values into everyday
conditions—support, autonomy, and resource access—that enable teachers to
translate intent into practice. The partial mediation pattern suggests that culture
affects adoption both directly (shaping values and willingness) and indirectly (by
creating a climate that facilitates experimental behavior). The apparent negative
coefficient signs reported for climate effects are inconsistent with both theory and
the study’s written interpretation; researchers should verify these signs in the
analytic output and, if they are reporting errors, correct them in final reporting.
Limitations:

Key limitations include the geographic and sample scope (primary teachers from a
single county), reliance on self-report measures (potentially leading to common-
method variance), and a cross-sectional design that limits causal inference.
Translation and adaptation of instruments, while psychometrically evaluated via CFA
and Cronbach’s alpha, also introduce potential measurement variance that future
multi-informant or observational work could address.

Recommendations:

To enhance instructional innovation adoption in primary schools, interventions
should combine cultural and climate strategies: cultivate participatory, trust-based
cultures (shared pedagogical vision, collegial support) and intentionally build
innovative climates (leadership encouragement, resource allocation, autonomy for
experimentation, structured opportunities for collaborative professional learning).
Policymakers should support training programs that develop leaders’ capacity to
foster both culture and climate, and monitor climate indicators regularly to identify
and remove barriers to innovation.

Conclusion:

This study underscores that school culture and innovative organizational climate
function as complementary drivers of teachers’ acceptance of instructional
innovations. By addressing both cultural foundations and proximal climate
conditions, educational leaders and policymakers increase the likelihood that
pedagogical innovations will move from isolated pilots to sustainable classroom
practice.

Keywords: school culture, innovative organizational climate, instructional
innovation acceptance, primary education, structural equation modeling,
mediation
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Extended Abstract

Background and Aim

Motherhood, as both a social institution and a personal experience, has been
historically constructed through normative discourses that define the “good mother”
as self-sacrificing, devoted, and primarily responsible for caregiving. Feminist
scholarship has extensively examined how these normative maternal ideals constrain
women’s subjectivities and life trajectories, while also highlighting the diverse
strategies through which women negotiate, resist, or redefine these expectations. In
contemporary Iranian society, motherhood is situated at the intersection of rapid
socio-cultural transformations, enduring patriarchal structures, and shifting gender
relations. Urbanization, increasing female participation in higher education and the
labor market, changing family dynamics, and the emergence of new cultural
imaginaries have all contributed to a more fluid and contested terrain of maternal
practices and meanings.

The dominant state and cultural narratives in Iran continue to promote idealized
models of intensive motherhood and gendered divisions of labor, positioning women
primarily as mothers and caregivers. However, women’s lived experiences
increasingly reveal tensions, ambivalences, and creative negotiations that challenge
these norms. In this context, exploring the ways women articulate and inhabit their
maternal identities offers critical insight into broader processes of gender
transformation and social change.

This study aims to examine how Iranian mothers construct, negotiate, and transform
the boundaries of motherhood through their everyday experiences and narratives.
More specifically, the article seeks to analyze how notions of fluidity, resistance, and
redefinition emerge in mothers’ accounts, revealing complex strategies of navigating
structural constraints, cultural expectations, and personal desires. By employing a
grounded theory approach, the study aims to theorize maternal subjectivities not as
fixed identities but as dynamic, contested, and contextually situated processes.

Methods

1Corresponding Author: saba.payam@gmail.com.
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The study employs a qualitative research design grounded in grounded theory
methodology. This approach was chosen to allow for an in-depth exploration of
mothers’ lived experiences and to generate theoretical insights from the data, rather
than imposing predefined analytical categories. Data were collected through in-depth,
semi-structured interviews with 17 dual-earner couples residing in Tehran. All
participants were employed, urban, and of middle social status.
Interviews focused on participants’ experiences of parenting, divisions of domestic
labor, negotiations over childcare responsibilities, and their perceptions of maternal
roles and identities. The interview process encouraged open-ended storytelling,
enabling participants to articulate their subjective experiences and reflections in their
own terms.
Data analysis followed the classic grounded theory procedures, including open
coding, axial coding, and selective coding. This iterative and comparative process
involved moving back and forth between data collection and analysis, allowing
emerging themes to shape subsequent interviews. Codes and categories were
constantly compared, refined, and integrated to construct a coherent theoretical
framework. Memos and analytical notes were also employed to document the
researcher’s evolving interpretations and to ensure reflexivity throughout the research
process.
Findings
The analysis reveals three interrelated thematic dimensions that characterize
contemporary maternal experiences among the studied women: fluidity, resistance,
and redefinition of motherhood.
1. Fluidity of maternal boundaries:
Maternal identities and practices are not experienced as fixed or predetermined
but as fluid and situational. Women continuously shift between different roles—
such as professional worker, caregiver, partner, and individual subject—
depending on context, time, and available support. This fluidity reflects both
structural pressures (e.g., workplace demands, lack of institutional childcare
support) and personal agency in reconfiguring everyday practices. The result is a
dynamic, sometimes fragmented but also adaptive mode of mothering that departs
from rigid traditional scripts.
2. Resistance to normative expectations:
Participants articulated various forms of resistance against dominant cultural and
familial expectations of motherhood. Resistance was not always overt or
collective but often took subtle, individualized forms—such as challenging
expectations of total maternal availability, questioning unequal domestic
divisions of labor, or asserting personal autonomy in decision-making. These
resistant practices often emerged in negotiations with spouses, extended family
members, and workplace structures, indicating the multilayered arenas in which
maternal identities are contested.
3. Redefinition of maternal subjectivities:
Through their narratives, women engaged in active processes of redefining what
it means to be a “good mother.” They developed alternative moral frameworks
that valued emotional presence, quality of interaction, and self-realization
alongside caregiving responsibilities. This redefinition often involved reconciling
personal aspirations with maternal duties, thereby crafting individualized



maternal subjectivities that transcend dichotomies between traditional and

modern motherhood. Importantly, these redefinitions are not merely discursive

but are enacted through everyday practices, negotiations, and decisions.
Together, these findings illustrate that maternal subjectivities among urban, employed
Iranian women are characterized by continuous negotiation across multiple,
sometimes conflicting, discourses and contexts. Motherhood is experienced less as a
stable identity and more as a dynamic field of meaning-making and boundary-setting.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study contributes to feminist scholarship on motherhood by foregrounding the
dynamic and contested nature of maternal subjectivities in contemporary Iran. It
challenges essentialist and normative constructions of motherhood that dominate both
state discourses and cultural imaginaries, showing instead how women actively
navigate, resist, and reshape these discourses in their everyday lives. The concepts of
fluidity, resistance, and redefinition offer a useful analytical lens for understanding
the multiplicity and complexity of maternal experiences in contexts marked by both
rapid social change and enduring patriarchal norms.

The findings highlight how women’s maternal practices are embedded within broader
structural and cultural dynamics, including gendered labor markets, inadequate
institutional supports, and familial expectations. Yet, women are not passive
recipients of these structures; they exercise agency in negotiating and transforming
them, even if incrementally and unevenly. By redefining maternal norms and crafting
individualized identities, these women contribute to broader processes of gender
renegotiation in Iranian society.

From a policy perspective, the study underscores the urgent need to recognize and
support the diversity of maternal experiences and practices. Current policies and
institutional frameworks often rely on rigid and traditional conceptions of
motherhood, failing to address the realities of dual-earner families and women’s
multifaceted identities. Expanding childcare services, promoting more equitable
workplace arrangements, and challenging gendered expectations within families are
essential steps toward enabling more just and supportive environments for mothers.
In conclusion, the study reveals that the boundaries of motherhood in contemporary
Iran are neither fixed nor uniformly imposed. They are constantly shaped and reshaped
through women’s everyday practices, negotiations, and resistances. Recognizing this
fluidity opens the door to more inclusive and egalitarian conceptualizations of
motherhood that reflect women’s lived realities rather than idealized norms. The
grounded theory approach employed in this research offers valuable theoretical
insights into how maternal subjectivities are formed, contested, and transformed
within specific socio-cultural contexts, providing a foundation for future feminist and
sociological investigations of motherhood.

Keywords: Gender, Femininity, Fluid Mothering, Dominant Motherhood
Discourse, Structural Pressure, Women’s Lived Experience, Grounded Theory,
Digital Mothering, Non-biological Mothering
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Introduction

Social identity in contemporary societies plays a crucial role in shaping individuals’
perceptions, behaviors, and patterns of social interaction, particularly among youth
who are navigating transitions between traditional values and modern influences. The
increasing complexity of social life, the rise of digital communication, and
globalization have transformed how young people perceive themselves and relate to
the broader community. Social identity is not merely a static attribute but a dynamic
construct encompassing multiple interrelated dimensions—gender, ethnic, national,
and religious identity—that together generate a sense of belonging, confidence, and
active participation in social life.

In contexts such as Oshnaviyeh, a border and multi-ethnic city with Kurdish, Turkish,
and Persian populations, identity formation occurs within overlapping cultural,
linguistic, and economic spaces. These intersections shape the youth’s understanding
of themselves and others, affecting how they construct self-concept, affiliation, and
social meaning. Therefore, examining the determinants shaping social identity among
youth in such settings is vital. The present research seeks to model and analyze the
socio-cultural determinants—namely cultural capital, media consumption, attention-
seeking behaviors, and socio-economic status—that influence the four dimensions of
social identity among youth in Oshnaviyeh.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical foundation of this study is interdisciplinary, drawing upon sociology,
social psychology, and cultural studies. According to Anthony Giddens, identity in
late modernity is reflexive: individuals continuously construct, revise, and narrate
their life stories to maintain a sense of ontological security amid rapid social change.
Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of cultural capital provides insight into how access to
knowledge, cultural competencies, and symbolic goods affects an individual’s
position in the social hierarchy, ultimately shaping one’s identity and self-perception.
From a media perspective, George Gerbner’s cultivation theory emphasizes that long-
term exposure to media cultivates particular worldviews, attitudes, and norms that
subtly influence individuals’ perceptions of social reality. This theoretical lens allows
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for analyzing how diverse forms of media—television, the internet, and social
networks—mediate identity construction among youth. Erving Goffman and Richard
Jenkins view identity as a performative and negotiated phenomenon produced through
interaction and social recognition. Henri Tajfel’s social identity theory further deepens
the analysis by focusing on group membership and the emotional significance of
belonging, which contribute to self-esteem and intergroup relations.

Integrating these perspectives creates a comprehensive framework for analyzing how
the interplay among structural (socio-economic), cultural (cultural capital), behavioral
(attention-seeking), and communicative (media consumption) factors jointly shape the
multidimensional nature of youth social identity. This integrated approach situates
identity as a product of continuous negotiation between social structures and
individual agency.

Methodology

This study employs a quantitative research design using a cross-sectional survey. The
statistical population includes all young people aged 15 to 29 residing in Oshnaviyeh.
Given its status as a border city with notable cultural diversity, the site provides a
fertile ground for exploring identity construction under conditions of ethnic plurality
and socio-economic transformation. A total of 375 participants were selected using
stratified multistage random sampling to ensure proportional representation by
gender, education level, and socio-economic status.

The research instrument consisted of a structured questionnaire comprising
standardized and researcher-developed scales to measure:(1) Cultural capital (adapted
from Bourdieu-inspired indices, including reading habits, cultural participation, and
educational aspirations);(2) Media consumption patterns (type, frequency, and
motivation for engagement with various media platforms);(3) Attention-seeking
behaviors (adapted from Buss and Chiodo’s socio-psychological model); and(4)
Socio-economic status (measured through education, income, and occupation of
parents). The dependent variable—social identity—was operationalized as its four
core dimensions —gender, ethnic, national, and religious identity —each assessed
using validated multi-item scales.

Data analysis was performed using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) via AMOS
software to test the hypothesized relationships and estimate the direct and indirect
effects of the independent variables. Reliability and validity were confirmed using
Cronbach’s alpha, composite reliability, and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA).
Pearson correlation coefficients were also employed to assess bivariate relationships
between variables before modeling.

Findings

The results of the structural model confirmed that all four socio-cultural
determinants—cultural capital, media consumption, attention-seeking, and socio-
economic status—exert significant positive effects on the formation of youth social
identity in Oshnaviyeh. Among these, socio-economic status had the strongest effect
(B =0.41), followed by attention-seeking (B = 0.40), cultural capital (f = 0.36), and
media consumption (f = 0.32).

Youth with higher cultural capital exhibited more coherent and stable identities,
capable of reconciling traditional and modern identity elements. Engagement with



diverse cultural experiences (reading, art, community participation) facilitated a richer
symbolic repertoire, enhancing their sense of belonging and self-worth. Media
consumption, particularly selective and reflective engagement with social media and
cultural content, was found to provide symbolic models, narratives, and reference
groups that guide youth in constructing and expressing identity. However, the study
also observed that uncritical or excessive media use could foster fragmented identities
or reinforce stereotypes, highlighting the dual role of media.

Attention-seeking behaviors, understood as individuals’ desire for social visibility,
recognition, and validation, were also positively related to identity strength. Youth
who actively sought recognition through positive social engagement and achievement
demonstrated stronger self-concept and more integrated social identity. Conversely,
when attention-seeking was associated with external validation through social media,
its contribution to identity formation was conditional upon self-esteem and peer
acceptance.

Socio-economic status significantly influenced identity through access to education,
digital technologies, and cultural opportunities, allowing youth from higher-status
families to develop broader perspectives and stronger identities. The model’s
explanatory power indicated that the four determinants collectively explained 68% of
the variance in overall social identity, demonstrating the robustness of the proposed
structural model.

Discussion

The findings resonate with Bourdieu’s theory of capital reproduction, suggesting that
socio-economic and cultural resources facilitate not only material but also symbolic
accumulation that translates into identity coherence. Similarly, Giddens’s notion of
reflexivity is supported: youth continuously reinterpret their social positions and
adjust their identities through mediated interactions. The significant role of attention-
seeking underscores the social-psychological dimension of identity, highlighting how
individuals strive for recognition and meaning within social networks. Media
functions as both a mirror and a constructor of identity, mediating between global and
local discourses, particularly in border regions where multiple cultural codes coexist.

Conclusion

This study concludes that youth social identity is a dynamic, multi-dimensional, and
context-dependent construct shaped by the interaction of structural, cultural, and
psychological forces. Cultural capital, media consumption, attention-seeking, and
socio-economic status interact to form a complex web of influences that both enable
and constrain identity development. These findings contribute to a deeper
understanding of identity formation in transitional societies facing globalization,
technological change, and cultural hybridity.

From a policy perspective, the results emphasize the need for educational and cultural
strategies that enhance youth cultural capital, encourage critical media literacy, and
address socio-economic disparities. Schools and cultural institutions can play a pivotal
role by integrating intercultural education, promoting inclusive narratives, and
fostering environments where youth can freely and responsibly express their
identities. Programs aimed at strengthening youth social identity should also account



for intergroup sensitivities in multi-ethnic settings, promoting dialogue, coexistence,
and mutual understanding among diverse ethnic and religious groups.

Moreover, interventions that support constructive attention-seeking behaviors—such
as mentorship, social recognition through achievement, and civic participation—can
redirect youth’s desire for visibility into socially productive forms. Reducing socio-
economic inequalities and enhancing access to cultural and educational resources can
further reinforce identity resilience and social cohesion.

In conclusion, the model developed in this research offers a comprehensive lens for
understanding the mechanisms through which social and cultural determinants shape
identity formation. It provides empirical evidence for scholars, policymakers, and
practitioners seeking to strengthen youth identity, belonging, and social integration in
culturally diverse, rapidly changing societies.

Keywords: Social Identity, Cultural Capital, Media Consumption, Attention-
Seeking, Socio-Economic Status, Youth, Oshnaviyeh.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Homelessness affects every country and every community. In many parts of the world,
homelessness is on the rise, driven by economic, social, and health inequalities. This
study aims to shed light on homelessness as a social issue in the metropolis of Karaj
and its relationship with social security, social cohesion, and social inclusion, based
on a specific academic research program, presented in the form of a doctoral
dissertation. Therefore, the research question the researcher addressed in this study is:
What roles do social security, social cohesion, and social inclusion play in the
phenomenon of homelessness?

Literature Review

Salarzadeh Amiri and Mohammadi (2009) conducted a study titled "Investigating the
impact of social and economic factors on homelessness, homeless people in Tehran"
to identify and influence these factors in District 12 of Tehran. Alivardinia (2010)
studied homelessness in a research titled "Sociology of Sleeping in Cardboard Boxes."
Zare (2018) investigated this issue in a study titled "The Relationship Between
Individual Factors and the Frequency and Duration of Homelessness." Mughnibashi
Mansourieh et al. (1402), in an article titled “Challenges and prescriptions for the
social reintegration of homeless drug users; the experience of partnership between
Iranian and European NGOs,” examined the challenges and presented solutions for
the social reintegration of homeless people who use drugs (HPWUD). Meshkini and
Shakeri Mansour (1402), in an article titled "Relief for the Urban Poor: Presenting a
Housing Planning Model for the Homeless in the Tehran Metropolis," believe that
housing planning and policymaking are among the main concerns of urban planners
today. In an article titled “Challenges of Life and Management in Shelters for
Homeless Women in Tehran,” Isari (1403) considers homelessness to be the result of
a chain of structural issues. Corinth and Verese (2018), in an article titled "Social
Bonds and the Occurrence of Homelessness," attempted to answer the question of why
some people experience homelessness and others do not, considering the role of social
cohesion. Garcia, Duran, and Kushan (2024), in their article “Homelessness and

1 This article is taken from a doctoral dissertation titled "Study of Factors Affecting the Homelessness
Process in the City of Karaj."
2 Corresponding Author: dehqan.azad@gmail.com
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Health: Factors, Evidence, Effective Innovations, and Policy Recommendations,”
examine the structural and individual factors that can lead to homelessness. In his
book The Sociology of Boredom (2025), Mariusz Finkelstein examines the
sociological causes and consequences of boredom among social groups. He
emphasizes that one group that experiences intense boredom due to marginalization
is the homeless. Parcell and Kakkinen et al. (2025), in an article titled “What can be
done to end homelessness? Systems change or transformation,” believe that there is
an idealistic movement around the world that seeks to end homelessness.
Methodology
The nature of this research is quantitative, and the researcher used a researcher-
developed questionnaire that, in the first part, collects background information, and in
the second part, includes questions related to social factors affecting homelessness.
The statistical population of the present study consists of all homeless people residing
in fixed shelters at the time of the study, as well as people who sleep in caves, rough
sleepers, and residents of rented tents and canvases, for a total sample size of 350
people. In the first stage, the cluster probability sampling method was used to select
four centers (Quds Square, Hesarak Bala, Chamran Park, and Mosalla in Karaj city).
In the next stage, the purposive sampling method was used. For this purpose, after
analyzing the theories of labeling (homelessness stigma), social drift, and
indifference, the present study was conducted quantitatively using a survey. Pearson's
statistical tests and regression were used to analyze the data.
Results
The results show a significant relationship between social security (coefficient of
determination = 0.254), social cohesion (coefficient of determination = 0.343), social
inclusion (coefficient of determination = 0.204), and homelessness.
Discussion and Conclusion

Homelessness is a complex issue with multiple underlying causes, so finding

effective solutions requires a comprehensive and collaborative approach.

*Supportive services and social security: Homelessness requires a comprehensive
solution, including housing, supportive services, and addressing root causes such as
poverty and unemployment. Social security systems can significantly reduce
homelessness rates. Governments and non-profit organizations should work together
to provide support services to help homeless people regain stability and independence.
 Attitude change: Changing society's attitudes towards homelessness is essential.
School-level counselling and educational and awareness campaigns can foster
empathy, support, and help change public attitudes. Homelessness is not a choice.
Treating them with respect is essential to facilitate their reintegration into society.
¢ Collaboration and coordination: Collaboration and coordination at all levels,
including stakeholders such as community organizations, non-profit organizations,
and service providers, are essential to effectively address homelessness. To create
synergy in efforts, comprehensive plans involving all relevant parties are crucial. This
includes sharing data and best practices, as well as developing and implementing
comprehensive plans to address the issue.

Keywords: Homelessness, social security, social cohesion, social inclusion, social
issue.
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