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Abstract

The pattern of urban development plans in Iran has been influenced by models from Western countries for about
half a century. In Iran, these plans face significant limitations due to inadequate economic and social
infrastructure, high population growth, a massive influx of rural residents into cities, a lack of appropriate
regulations for land use, weak civil institutions and public oversight, instability of settlements, weaknesses in
professional planning institutions, and deficiencies in the protection of natural and cultural resources. As a result,
there are limited opportunities for urban development and improvement initiatives. The purpose of this research
is to study the sociological relationship between urban development and two social variables of competition and
cooperation (citizens of Sari city) in 1402. The current research is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive and
correlational in terms of method and in terms of the method of collecting information, it is a field. The statistical
population of this research includes all the citizens of Sari, that a simple random cluster sampling method was
used to select a statistical sample and complete the questionnaire from 420 people over 18 years old. The data
was analyzed with SPSS software and Pearson's correlation coefficient, multivariate regression and path analysis
were used to analyze the hypotheses. The findings of this research show that 4 independent variables (trust of
Sari citizens in Sari municipality, feeling of satisfaction with municipal services, feeling of security and
competition among senior municipal employees) are considered more important in the regression method, and
with the variable of urban development in Sari, a direct correlation was seen without the influence of other
factors, and they were able to analyze and explain 59% of the variance of the dependent variable of the research.

Keywords: urban development, conflict, competition, cooperation

Citation: Mollania Jelodar, S., Malmir, M., Nopour Houlari, F., & Rasouli, S.H. (2025). Sociology of urban

development with an emphasis on the conflict of competition and cooperation (Field study of Sari city).
Journal of Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 8, Shiraz, PP 1-20.

*. Corresponding author: Shahram Mollania Jelodar, Email: smollania@pnu.ac.ir, Tel: +989112469025



https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsp
mailto:smollania@pnu.ac.ir

Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 8, winter 2025

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban development has now become a
significant part of ongoing discussions about
development. ~The pattern of urban
development plans in Iran has been influenced
by models from Western countries for about
half a century. The implementation of these
plans has yielded a range of positive and
negative results based on the conditions and
needs of their time. In Iran, these plans face
limitations due to inadequate economic and
social infrastructure, high population growth, a
massive influx of rural residents into cities, a
lack of appropriate regulations for urban land
use, weak civil institutions and public
oversight, instability = of  settlements,
weaknesses  in  professional  planning
institutions, and deficiencies in the protection
of natural and cultural resources. Given the
various factors and conditions affecting the
formation and execution of urban development
plans in Iran on one hand, and the assessment
of their outcomes on the other, it can be said
that these plans have largely failed to achieve
their intended goals in practice. The debate
surrounding urban development and its
scholarly  understanding is related to
contemporary concerns that link new insights
in the knowledge of development with diverse
social living practices to establish better
planning rules and models. Competition and
certain social conflicts within the social sphere
lead to outcomes that may be considered either
developmental or anti-developmental.
Considering that each society has its own
unique assets and resources, and that social
transformations will unfold based on these
assets, having a normative perspective on
issues such as urban development can be
misleading. This research aims to explore the
complex nature of urban society while
avoiding a one-sided view, focusing on the
dual process of competition and cooperation
and its relationship with the development of
Sari.

Methodology

The method of this research is documentary
and survey-based, falling under descriptive and
explanatory types. Using the documentary
method, the conceptual and theoretical
dimensions of the subject have been examined.
Before developing the data collection tools
(interviews and questionnaires), the researcher
utilized participatory observation for a year
and a half. The survey research also examines
the prevalence, distribution, and
interrelationships of individual and social

variables by selecting and studying samples
from the overall population. In this study,
urban development is considered from two
dimensions: the subjective dimension, which
includes qualitative aspects of urban
development such as quality of life, welfare,
happiness, vitality, and liveliness of Sari; and
the objective dimension, which includes
infrastructural and welfare facilities such as the
construction of roads, boulevards, squares,
underpasses, and overpasses. The subjective
dimension was measured using the survey
method with a questionnaire, while the
objective dimension was assessed through
established indicators in Sari, along with
surveys of Sari citizens regarding this
objective aspect of development.

Results and discussion

The interpretation of the final ranking is as
follows: the variable of competition among
senior municipal employees, which showed the
highest beta or impact in the multivariate
regression, was reduced to second place in
terms of influence in the advanced path
analysis test. The variable of citizens' trust in
Sari  municipality showed the greatest
influence. Additionally, the feeling of security
ranked third with a total impact of 0.38, while
the variable of satisfaction with urban services
came fourth with a total impact of 0.34. The
variable of citizen participation in urban affairs
ranked last with a total impact of 0.04.
Furthermore, despite the fact that participation
is often seen as an influential variable in many
social areas, this research empirically
demonstrated that the effects of other variables
(whether positive or negative) neutralized the
impact of citizen participation in urban affairs,
reducing it to a very low level (0.04). This
indicates that in the social and cultural context
of Sari, attention should be given to other
important variables such as gaining citizens'
trust, increasing their satisfaction with urban
affairs, enhancing their sense of security, and
reducing internal competition within the
municipality to improve citizen participation in
urban matters. Therefore, it seems necessary to
enhance citizen participation in Sari by
focusing on the four aforementioned variables,
which requires special attention from city
officials in a scientific manner.

Conclusion

One of the important findings of the present
study was that "competitiveness” can lead to
"urban development.” This means that
competitiveness has a direct impact on urban
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development and can create social conflicts.
However, if competition is directed towards
companies, organizations, and social
institutions (i.e., inter-group competition) with
the goal of providing services and benefiting
these organizations, it can result in the benefits
and urban development that Simmel has
discussed. On the other hand, if this
competition arises among organizational
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Abstract

Justice has been identified as a foundational concept in the history of thought, social theory, and political theory.
Saadi posits that a just society is one that does not privilege a particular group over others, but rather, is attentive
to the needs of all segments and classes within that society. In such an era, Saadi serves as the exemplar of a
doctrine that espouses peace, justice, order, benevolence, and sincerity of servitude on the one hand, and hatred,
animosity, injustice, disorder, and evasion of human rules on the other. He posits that justice serves as the
intermediary between the government and the people, viewing the behavior of rulers as the axis of justice. He
delineates the characteristics of a just ruler as the principal foundation of an ideal society based on justice. Saadi
places significant emphasis on both worldly and religious matters, with the aim of establishing a superior model
of lawful governance. This is achieved through the adoption of a paradigm of exemplary behaviour, and reliance
on religious teachings. He identifies the characteristics of a just ruler as the primary indicators of the desired
concept of justice, viewing justice as a relationship between the people and the government. In order to establish
an ideal society in "Golestan," he dedicates a chapter to the character of kings, and in "Bustan," he discusses the
issues of justice, governance, and counsel as some of the most important political theories. This article examines
the role of justice and desirable governance in Saadi's works. The research method employed in this article is
descriptive-analytical, and its sources and documentation are based on library research.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Saadi's works as literary-political texts are
mixed with moral concepts, the dominant
content of which is political. which has been
influential in the behavior of the rulers and the
political culture of Iran. Saadi's attitude has
paid special attention to political issues and
Islamic verses and traditions, and he has
benefited from these sources in explaining his
thoughts. Saadi has  extensive and
comprehensive  knowledge in  country
management and civil politics, he fully
understands autocratic rule and in his two
valuable works (Bostan and Golestan) which
deal with the issue of justice, wisdom, dignity
and human dignity.

The science of politics, ethics and planning of
the home seeks in a utopia that is full of faith
in God, goodness and purity, truth, clarity and
truth. In his works, the topics of social
relations, which include friendship and
companionship, enjoining good and forbidding
evil, patience and the need to pay attention to
the disadvantaged in society, are mentioned.
Saadi believes that the progress of the
government depends on the connection with
the people. The books of Golestan and Bostan
have raised the following issues in the religion
of statehood and they conclude that: three
things cannot be stable without three things:
wealth  without trade, science without
discussion, and property without politics.

Saadi considers country management to be
religion and intelligence, and property
management requires culture and intelligence;
Therefore, the negligent king does not deserve
to rule, because he is the guardian of the
subjects and responsible for protecting people's
lives and property. Therefore, sleeping and
neglecting the king during guarding is not a
condition of statehood. Shij Ajal talks more
with the ruler about the government and has
set a model for the ruler of the time by
criticizing the previous governments. This
research is looking for the question, what was
the position of governance, justice and politics
in Saadi's works? And it comes to the
conclusion that Saadi's justice and politics
have been raised in response to problems such
as injustice, the unwiseness of rulers and the

rule of incompetent rulers, and in contrast to
that, management, prosperity, security, peace-
seeking, justice and justice, virtue, wisdom
And courage is the most important issue in the
politics of rulers and rulers.

Methodology

In this article, in a descriptive-analytical way
and using library documentary sources, the
basic question is answered, what are the
characteristics of examining the position of
justice and good governance in Saadi's works.
Results and discussion

Saadi considers justice to be the middle ground
and the link between the government and the
people and the axis of justice. He puts the king
at the head of power and considers the
principle of government to be justice. Under
the teachings of Islam, Saadi bases his words
on verses and traditions.

Conclusion

Saadi has dealt with the principles of justice
and statecraft in his works. In the book
Golestan, he considers the success of rulers in
the affairs of civil politics and statecraft to be
due to their attention to religion, belief, and
closeness to God, and adherence to religious
beliefs. Saadi has paid special attention to
Islamic verses and narrations in political
matters. He considers justice to be the most
important concept in politics and the
intermediary and link between the government
and the people.

In his opinion, the ruler and the king should
make contentment their profession. Saadi
believes that the appointment and selection of
individuals in the government depends on the
degree of intelligence and insight of
individuals, and the king should not employ
individuals based on their social class, wealth,
and appearance. Any failure to recognize the
agents will pave the way for an opportunistic
group or will lead to an inappropriate judgment
that will result in nothing but dissatisfaction
among the people and chaos in society. Saadi
addresses all times and all people of the world.
His thoughts never become outdated. He
considers justice to be a matter of human
dignity and in the first place.
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Abstract

To prevent crime, it is crucial to focus on public culture and strengthen influential cultural institutions.
Organizations such as broadcasting networks, the press, media professionals, the virtual space, and the artistic
community can significantly impact social decision-making, norm-setting, and modeling behaviors. These
institutions play a vital role in crime prevention by enlightening public opinion, producing suitable content, and
providing warnings regarding unethical and cultural issues. The aim of this research is to clarify effective
cultural, religious, and administrative policies that can help prevent crimes and, consequently, reduce prison
populations. This article employs a descriptive-analytical method and relies on library resources, categorizing it
as theoretical research. Findings suggest that raising cultural awareness can eliminate ignorance of legal rules
and regulations. This awareness acts as a crucial tool for enhancing public consciousness, which is essential for
effective crime prevention. To address prison overcrowding and reduce recidivism, it is necessary to develop
strategic plans in three distinct phases: before a crime occurs, after a crime has occurred, and following the
execution of a sentence. In each of these stages, effective strategies must be proposed and implemented, allowing
for the observation of positive changes in offenders’ behaviors and ethical reforms. Moreover, fostering a
collaborative environment among various social institutions and the community can significantly enhance social
responsibility. By promoting shared values and norms, we can create a culture that discourages criminal
behavior. Ultimately, this comprehensive approach aims to build a safer, more informed society, contributing to
a significant reduction in crime rates and improving the overall quality of life for all citizens.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today's complex societal landscape, the
prevention of crime is a multifaceted challenge
that requires a comprehensive approach. One
of the key strategies involves enhancing public
culture and reinforcing the role of culturally
influential institutions. These institutions
include traditional media, such as radio and
television, as well as print media, online
platforms, and the artistic community. By
focusing on these areas, we can foster a culture
that promotes ethical behavior and informs
citizens about legal norms and societal
expectations.

The purpose of this research is to explore and
articulate effective cultural, religious, and
administrative policies that can significantly
contribute to crime prevention. The ultimate
goal is to reduce the population of prisons,
which not only alleviates the burden on our
correctional systems but also promotes a
healthier, more informed society. Through this
study, we aim to highlight the direct role that
media and cultural institutions can play in
educating the public, shaping norms, providing
positive role models, and generating relevant
content that addresses ethical and cultural
issues.

Methodology

In this article, the type of research is generally
defined as theoretical, and the research method
used in this study is descriptive-analytical.
This research method allows the researcher to
conduct a detailed and in-depth analysis of the
subject using existing data and evidence. Data
collection has been carried out through
findings obtained from a library approach as
well as from reputable online sources. In this
process, various resources including books,
scholarly articles, reports, and previous studies
have been examined, and the relevant
information has been carefully analyzed.

Results and discussion

The findings of this research indicate that
raising awareness of culture plays a crucial
role in eliminating areas of ignorance related to
legal rules and regulations. This ignorance
often serves as a significant barrier to
understanding the implications of one’s

actions, which can lead to criminal behavior.
As individuals become more informed about
cultural norms and legal frameworks, they are
better equipped to make responsible choices
that align with societal expectations. Cultural
awareness acts as a powerful tool for personal
and communal growth. It not only enhances
individual understanding but also fosters a
collective consciousness that prioritizes ethical
behavior. By educating communities about
their rights and responsibilities, we create an
environment  where individuals  feel
empowered to act lawfully and thoughtfully.
Furthermore, the research highlights that
cultural awareness is not merely an educational
endeavor but a fundamental prerequisite for
effective crime prevention. When individuals
are aware of the legal ramifications of their
actions and understand the cultural context in
which they operate, they are less likely to
engage in activities that could lead to criminal
consequences. This proactive approach to
education can significantly reduce
misunderstandings and conflicts that might
otherwise escalate into criminal acts. In
summary, the findings underscore the
importance of integrating cultural education
into crime prevention strategies. By promoting
a deeper understanding of legal and cultural
norms, we can cultivate safer communities
where individuals are informed, engaged, and
less likely to resort to criminal behavior.

Conclusion

To achieve a significant reduction in the
population of prisons, it is essential to develop
and implement detailed plans that address
crime prevention at multiple stages: before the
crime occurs, after the crime has been
committed, and following the execution of
sentences. Each of these stages requires
tailored, efficient solutions that can be applied
effectively.

Before the Crime: Initiatives should focus on
education and awareness campaigns that
inform the public about legal consequences
and ethical behavior. Community engagement
through workshops and media outreach can
play a pivotal role here.

After the Crime: Support systems should be
established to assist individuals in navigating



39 Taghvaee et al: Cultural, religious and administrative policies effective in prevention...

the legal process. This includes access to legal
counsel and counseling services that address
the root causes of criminal behavior.

After the Execution of the Sentence:
Rehabilitation programs must be designed to
reintegrate individuals into society, focusing
on moral and behavioral reform. This may
involve vocational training, mental health
support, and ongoing community engagement
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Abstract

After the arrival of modern ideas and new western civilization to Iran, some intellectuals sought to create modern
national foundations at the cost of de-religiousizing Iranian thought. But another group called religious
intellectuals sought to present new models of religion and modernity in order to establish a link between the two.
This group was looking for a new interpretation of religion and in fact looking for modern Islam; Islam that can
advance Iran's society in the modern era and cause Iran's political development. This group of intellectuals led
the project of Islamic Protestantism. This group turned to the ideology of political Islam and their goal was to
revive Islam as a social and political system against the western liberal system. This class of intellectuals were
looking for a political and modernist interpretation of Islam and the establishment of the Islamic social system.
Dr. Ali Shariati and Abdul Karim Soroush are two representatives of Iran's intellectuals who believed that a
religious foundation is needed in order to achieve political development despite the contradictions in some
views. In this research, the question raised is, what was the point of view of religious intellectuals in the political
development of Iran? In response to the above question, the hypothesis was raised that religious intellectuals,
considering the vital role of religion in the culture of our country, led the project of Islamic Protestantism and
sought to present new models of religion and modernity and the link between the two in order to achieve
political development. In this article, the theory of political development and the explanatory method are used to
achieve political development through the link between religion and modernity, and the purpose of the research
is to show the key role of religion and ideology in the process of modernity and political development of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During this period, some intellectuals also believed
that the way to modernize Iran is to protect the
privacy of religion and conflict with corrupt
Western ideas, and they believed that the only
correct way to become modern is to return to Islam.
But in the end, the middle way that was able to
open its way in the form of different intellectual
currents was the current of religious innovation that
intended to establish a link between religion and
modernity by presenting new models. A group of
these currents were looking for a way in the native
interpretation of modern concepts, and a group was
looking for a new interpretation of religion, in other
words, in search of modern Islam; Islam that can
lift Iran's society from backwardness and develop it
in the modern era. This group led the project of
Islamic Protestantism and used the religion of Islam
and Shiism, which was still rooted in the society, to
advance their goals. Among the famous people of
this movement, we can mention Ali Shariati, Abdul
Karim Soroush. One of the major differences
between this current and the early intellectuals was
that intellectuals such as Kermani, Talebov, etc.
were looking for the modernization of Iran only in
the form of its positivism and at any cost, but the
religious intellectuals were also looking for the
modernity of Iran in the form of They are both
liberating and positivist, and they do not see this as
the cost of abandoning religion. The main goal of
the authors of this research is to show the role and
views and opinions of religious intellectuals
(Shariati and Soroush) in the political development
of Iran.

Methodology

In this research, the question raised is, what was the
view of the religious intellectuals towards the
political development of Iran? In response to the
above question, the hypothesis was raised that
religious intellectuals, considering the vital role of
religion in the culture of our country, led the project
of Islamic Protestantism and sought to present new
models of religion and modernity and the link
between the two in order to achieve political
development. In this article, the theory of political
development and explanatory method are used to
achieve political development through the link
between religion and modernity, and the purpose of
the research is to show the key role of religion and
ideology in the process of modernity and political
development of Iran.

Results and discussion
One of the prominent figures of religious
intellectuals in pre-revolutionary Iran is Dr. Ali

Shariati, whose reaction to the spread of liberal
ideas in that era is essential. In the years before the
revolution, Dr. Shariati had an undeniable impact
on the formation of the mentality of the country's
youth. He made a very active reaction against the
new deviant thoughts that separate young people
from religion and lead them to emerging ideologies
such as Marxism, and then to respond to the needs
of the young generation of that day, he presented a
plan that was published in the society literature.
Cognitive, the discourse of returning to oneself was
called.

Regarding political development, Soroush's efforts
are devoted to the important and vital issue of
representing an Islamic version of modern
institutions that accepts the authority of reason and
modern science, and he does this by showing a
pluralistic interpretation of religion. deliver He
approaches religion with an epistemological
approach, and in this framework, he differentiates
between the essence of religion and the
understanding of religion, and in the theory of
accounting and theoretical expansion of Sharia, he
believes in the importance of religious
understanding, its lack of sanctity, and the
possibility of recitation. Countless aspects of
religion leave no room for dogma and bigotry, and
the way is opened for new and different readings,
and this paves the way for religious and
epistemological pluralism. Soroush makes this
epistemological pluralism the basis of social
pluralism: if there is no single interpretation of the
religious text, then the plurality of values and
norms must be accepted in the social realm.
Soroush's belief in pluralism and critical rationality
leads to an expected defense of the ideas of liberal
democracy in the field of political theory; The
theory of religious democratic government, which
we will discuss further, is in this direction that it is
not much different from democratic government,
and it is called religion simply because it is
governed by religious people, although some critics
lack it. Philosophical and political depth is
considered necessary.

Conclusion

Dr. Shariati was looking for political development
in Iran in the form of returning to the original and
tried to replace secular ideologies with a modern
and comprehensive Shia ideology that includes
more original characteristics. He believes that an
ideological foundation is needed to win the
liberation struggles and achieve democratic
institutions and political development. He seeks to
create a revolutionary modern ideology, appropriate
to the context and conditions of Iran, and this is
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where the issue of the connection between religion
and modernity is raised. Shariati pays special
attention to intellectuals with religious tendencies
and believes that intellectuals can eliminate the gap
between the modernized and normal class and
cause political and even industrial development in
the society. From the works left by Dr. Shariati, we
can reach the general conclusion that he seeks to
present a new form of modernity with the help of
Islamic ideology by dynamizing Islam in order to
contribute to political development in Iran's pre-
revolutionary society to do.

Dr. Soroush is another religious intellectual who
seeks political development in post-revolutionary
Iran. He is one of Shariati's followers, but finally he
criticizes him in some areas, including the
maximum role of religion in the process of
development and return to the original in the form
of Islamic ideology. Day by day, religious
intellectuals are moving towards the theory of
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- Immanuel Maurice Wallerstein.
2 - Barrington Moore.

3_ Charles Tilly.

* - Theda Skocpol.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study appropriate strategies for managing and controlling war and terrorism in
the direction of improving the image of sport in Islamic countries with emphasis on Islamic traditions and
narratives. The method of this study was mixed in terms of data collection method. The statistical population
consisted of experts in sport and politics who were selected by purposeful sampling. The research tools included
a survey and a researcher-made questionnaire. The ECHP and TOPSIS methods were used to analyze the data.
The entire analysis process was performed in SuperDecisions and BT TopSis SoLver software. Finally, seven
final solutions were identified by the surveys. According to the results of ECHP method, it was found that
economic conditions with score of 0.167, geographical condition with score of 0.20 and social conditions with
score of 0.080 were the most important conditions for choosing management and control strategies in war and
terrorism in Iran. The path to improving the image of sports is in Islamic countries. According to the results of
TOPSIS method, it was found that establishing sports network covering Islamic countries with a coefficient of
0.8823 is the best solution for managing and controlling war and terrorism in order to improve the image of
Islamic countries with emphasis on Islamic traditions and narratives.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, war and various terrorist activities are
expanding on a global scale. The existence of
different terrorist groups and the emergence of
certain  exploitative  behaviors at the
international level have led to the spread of
war and terrorism. Undoubtedly, these issues
have caused numerous negative consequences
worldwide,  which  require  appropriate
management. Taking into account international
pressures and some unsuitable policies by
various countries, the occurrence of war and
terrorism and their eradication have become
increasingly difficult tasks. Therefore, it is
necessary to employ appropriate measures and
management strategies to control the adverse
effects of war and terrorism (Sabbaghian,
2015). Efforts to reduce and prevent war have
always been emphasized in Islam.

Although, according to divine commandments,
protecting one’s lands and borders is one of the
duties of Muslims ("Fight in the cause of Allah
those who fight you, but do not transgress
limits; for Allah loves not transgressors.” —
Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:190), preventing
war and mitigating its effects has consistently
been pursued in the Islamic tradition. The
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
transformed many of the common ethical
values of the age of ignorance (Jahiliyyah) and
sought to utilize the positive aspects of Arab
culture for the noble goals of Islam (lzutsu,
1996). The Prophet declared that the purpose
of his mission was to perfect the foundations of
good ethics (Bayhagi, 2003; Noori, 1408) and
encouraged his companions to pursue lawful
means of livelihood to eliminate the incentive
for earning income through warfare (Al-Kafi,
Vol. 5).

The life and practices of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), while
centered on the universal nature of Islam, were
based on the recognition of the existence of
tribes, nations, and other religions. This spirit
is evident in the letters the Prophet wrote to
various rulers and in treaties centered on peace.
The Quran also contains many verses
emphasizing Islam's commitment to peace. For
instance, Surah Al-Bagarah, verse 208 (O you
who have believed, enter into peace
completely...") invites people to embrace

comprehensive and universal peace. Similarly,
Surah Al-Anfal, verse 61 underlines the
importance of initiating peace talks, even with
opponents. These teachings highlight the
foundational principle of peace in Islam.

Methodology

This study is categorized as applied research
and was conducted through a field-based
approach. The data collection method was
descriptive. The statistical population of this
study consisted of experts knowledgeable in
the fields of sports and politics, including
university professors, informed managers, and
related specialists with a comprehensive
understanding of the research subject. After
identifying these individuals (N = 34), all of
them were included as the research sample
through a census sampling method. Ultimately,
after distributing and collecting the research
questionnaires, a total of 25 completed
questionnaires were analyzed.

Results and discussion

One of humanity's fundamental needs is
security, which is one of the most important
responsibilities of governments to ensure.
Security, in all its dimensions—individual,
social, political, cultural, economic, and
judicial—is a vital necessity for both
individuals and society. All members of
society, as well as governments and states,
must utilize all their resources and capabilities
to create and promote security.

When Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
built the Kaaba in Mecca, he shared two major
requests with Allah: the appointment of a
prophet from among his descendants in that
region, and the establishment of security for
that location as a safe space for all people.
Allah accepted both of his prayers. The Quran,
in numerous verses, refers to the safety of
Mecca as a great blessing.

In Islam, one of the key purposes of
governance is the establishment of security.
Leaders are obligated to combat any form of
aggression or transgression that threatens
security in society. Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) emphasized the necessity of security and
stability to the extent that he deemed
governance essential—even if it was corrupt or
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oppressive. In Sermon 40 of Nahj al-Balagha,
Imam Alli states:

"People require a leader, whether righteous or
wicked. Under his rule, the believer can fulfill
his faith, and the disbeliever can enjoy worldly
benefits. Through him, Allah allows lifespans
to be completed, collective wealth to be
distributed, enemies to be confronted, paths to
remain secure, and the strong to be held
accountable for the weak—so that the virtuous
may find peace and the wicked may be
restrained."”

This highlights the essential role of governance
in ensuring peace and security for all.

Conclusion

War and terrorism are among the most
destructive phenomena on the international
stage. While Islam emphasizes the defense of
the Islamic community, it always prioritizes
peace over war. Rashid Rida, in one of his
works, adheres to this theory, asserting that
international peace and friendship are
principles to which people should remain
committed. For this reason, God commands us
to choose peace over war. This perspective is
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Abstract

National identity as a cultural structure is narrated, reproduced, reinterpreted and represented in various ways.
One of the most important tools for its creation and representation are the mass media, which play a significant
role in creating national imaginations and worldviews due to the characteristic of learning at the national level.
The communication model in the media is to send a message and the process of transferring the message from
the sender to the receiver and exchanging views through a conversation is meaningful. Media is a means of
conveying a message and affects the process of conveying a message. The title of the present study is the role of
radio and television mass media on the consolidation of the national identity of people aged 18 and over in
multiple areas of Shiraz city, which has been carried out with a specific purpose and in relation to the subject
under investigation. In this research, a quantitative research method (survey) with a descriptive-correlation
approach and using a standard questionnaire was used to collect information. The statistical population in this
research is people aged 18 years and above who live in Shiraz, and 372 people have been selected from among
them for the study sample or statistical volume. The inferential results of the hypotheses are as follows: in the
first to third hypotheses, the media variable (the level of benefit, interest and trust in the programs of the
provincial network of Seda, Sima) and news as an independent variable and the preservation and consolidation
of national identity as The dependent variable was evaluated and each of the hypotheses was confirmed at a
significance level above 90% confidence. Therefore, according to the above inferential results, it can be said that
diversifying radio and television programs according to the needs of the audience can strengthen the national
identity among people. Therefore, programming should be in line with the consolidation of the national identity
of the audience and members of the society
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The interrelationship between media and
national identity is particularly delicate. The
aim of this study is to examine the role of the
provincial media of the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation in the components of national
identity and unity within the conceptual and
theoretical framework of two independent
variables (the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation) and dependent variables (national
identity). Given the importance of media in
various aspects of domestic and foreign policy
of countries, research in this field from a
theoretical and practical perspective s
necessary for researchers and policymakers to
explain micro and macro strategies and
decisions; because the heavy shadow of the
media on the national identity of societies is
undeniable in the era of communication and
information technology, especially the digital
era, and neglecting this issue or lacking proper
recognition of it will be very costly for national
identity.

Methodology
In this study, a quantitative research method
(survey) with a correlational-descriptive
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approach and using a standard questionnaire
was used to collect data. The statistical
population in this study was people aged 18
and above living in Shiraz, from whom 372
people were selected for the study sample or
statistical volume.

Results and discussion

The inferential results of the hypotheses are as
follows: in the first to third hypotheses, the
media variables (the level of use, interest, and
trust in the programs of the provincial network
of the Iranian Broadcasting Corporation (SED)
and the news were evaluated as independent
variables, and the preservation and
consolidation of national identity were
evaluated as dependent variables, and each of
the hypotheses was confirmed at a significance
level above 90% confidence.

Conclusion

Therefore, according to the above inferential
results, it can be said that diversifying the
programs of the Iranian Broadcasting
Corporation according to the needs of the
audience can strengthen national identity
among individuals.
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Abstract

Seyyed Javad Tabatabai's theory with the title: "Decline of political thought in Iran™ due to the acceptance and the
declaration of the decline of political thought in Iran, is one of the topics to ponder in the field of political science,
especially political thought.

As accepting its validity will mean negating the political thought of thinkers like Imam Khomeini (RA). Therefore,
it is very important to criticize this theory from different angles in iran and Islamic Revolution studies. Because
some thinkers, contrary to Tabatabai's opinion, have spoken about the historical continuity of political thought in
the works of great Iranian thinkers from many centuries until today.

The theory of "the decline of political thought in Iran™ as Seyyed Javad Tabatabaei's hallmark theory, in addition
to being specifically published in a book of the same name, is also known as a central theory in his thought that
overshadowed other views and theories as well as the content of his other works and writings, leading him to the
conclusion of "the decline of Iran."

Therefore, in this article, various issues have been discussed in line with the analysis of the available data contained
in Tabatabai's works, as well as the theoretical framework of his theory of decay, and finally, the result of this
review has been announced.

Therefore, the most important goal of this article is to examine the validity of the theory of decay by examining
and reflecting on all the works of Seyyed Javad Tabatabai along with examining the theoretical framework and
examining the internal coherence of his writings and theory.

This research, relying on the "qualitative research™ method and with a critical approach, has examined the "Theory
of the Decline of Political Thought in Iran" from the perspectives of internal and external criticism.

Keywords: Theory, decline, political thought, decline of political thought in Iran, Seyyed Javad
Tabatabai.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Seyyed Javad Tabatabai, by proposing a theory
entitled "The Decline of Political Thought in
Iran," has presented an organized collection of
thoughts and ideas in the form of specific
concepts. Although this Iranian thinker
proposed the controversial theory of "the
decline of political thought in Iran™ by writing
the book "Decline of Political Thought in Iran",
he consistently followed this theory by writing
several other books. From this perspective, he
expanded the scope of his historical reflections
from ancient times to the contemporary era of
Iran, and based on this view of "decline", he
presented his views on Iranian issues. Given
that "political thought" is recognized as one of
the important branches or trends of the field of
political science in the country's humanities
universities, it is obvious that any answer to the
question "Does the theory of the decline of
political thought in Iran have a coherent and
valid theoretical framework?" will be effective
in determining the academic and scientific
status and standing of this field. Therefore, in
this research, to answer this main question, the
following hypothesis has been proposed: "The
theory of the decline of political thought in Iran
does not have a coherent and valid theoretical
framework™.

Methodology
In this study, while using the qualitative
research method, two perspectives of internal
criticism and external criticism have been used
to examine several issues and answer several
questions. Considering that external criticism
examines the correctness and incorrectness of
the narrative itself by examining sources and
references, the use of a meta-theory is
inevitable. In this study, "Hegel's philosophy"
has been proposed as a meta-theory that can
help understand the theory of decline.
Therefore, the impact of that intellectual system
on Tabatabai's theory of decline is examined.
However, some other ideas, such as those of
Leo Strauss, have also been used in this
analysis. Also, using the internal criticism
method, the contradictions and conflicts in
various works of Seyyed Javad Tabatabai have
been examined.

Results and discussion

The theory of the "decline of political thought
in Iran™ in Tabatabai's thought is examined and
reflected on based on the historical course of
thought and provides a definition of the decline
process. This state of decline of thought is
considered a downward and regressive course
and trend that, although it had a starting point,
draws a diagram or curve of political thought in
the context of Iranian history that has no end
and result other than decline. Therefore, another
meaning of decline intended by Tabatabai is
death and destruction. In this sense, the decline
of thought indicates the closure of thought and
its reaching a dead end and the refusal of
thought.

The contradictions in Tabatabai’s writings,
especially his contradictions in his attempt to
justify his assumptions and ultimately reach the
desired result, namely confirming the theory of
the decline of political thought in Iran, can be
seen in humerous cases in his works, including
the contradiction in expressing the concepts of
monarchy and despotism, the conflict with
Aristotle-Plato the divine, the contradiction in
the continuity and repetition of history, as well
as the contradiction in the possibility of passing
through decline.

Also, the "decline" intended by Tabatabai has
been used in contrast to the “survival® of
political thought in Iran. While the political
thought of Imam Khomeini (RA) has
discredited Tabatabai's claim that there is no
political thought or, as he put it, the decline of
political thought in Iran. Because the
innovations of Imam Khomeini's political
thought in the field of government and
governance have attracted the attention of
political thinkers.

Conclusion

Despite Tabatabai's eclecticism and his
acceptance of the influence of the thoughts of
various thinkers, it must be said that the most
important ideas and the main structure of
Tabatabaei's discussions were received from
Hegel. For this reason, the theory of decline was
criticized and examined within the framework
of Hegel's metatheory. Because the theorist of
decline, considered Hegel's thought to be the
pinnacle of Western philosophy and made full
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use of Hegel's terms and concepts, including
Hegel's dialectic. However, by comparing
Hegel's thought with the various concepts and
components of Tabatabai's theory of decline,
Tabatabai's deviation from Hegel's
philosophical system also became apparent.
Because the result of Hegel's dialectic is the
triumph of reason. However, Tabatabai's
theory, unlike Hegel's philosophy, has no result
other than the decline of thought and reason.
Considering all the cases examined, including
the eclecticism of the theory of decline, as well
as the numerous conflicts and contradictions in
Tabatabai's theory and writings, the lack of
coherence in the theory and writings, and the
lack of accuracy and consistency in the
materials and texts related to the theory of
decline, regarding the scientific validity of the
theory of decline, the conclusion has been
reached that this theory does not have a
coherent and valid theoretical framework.
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Abstract

The decline in political participation in today's societies has raised many concerns among scholars and
politicians. Conceptualizing and measuring political participation is a topic that has received widespread
attention over the past few decades. In this study, the perspectives of two prominent experts in this field, John
Theorel (2006) and Van Deth (2014), have been used to explain the concept of political participation. Theorel
distinguishes three main models of political participation: Participation as an effort to influence, participation as
direct decision-making, and participation as political debate. He argues that each model has its own implications,
such as the protection of interests, individual development, and subjective legitimacy. Theorel also introduces a
procedural standard that evaluates participation mechanisms based on sensitivity to incentives, not resources.
Van Deth (2014) also presents a conceptual map of political participation, introducing four types of participation
in a flexible framework that can be adapted to different times and contexts. This framework allows for better
comparison of research results related to political participation. The aim of this research is to explain what, why
and how the concept of political participation has developed. Using the library method and reviewing relevant
texts, the concept, nature and forms of political participation have been analyzed. Finally, by summarizing
different perspectives, this research has achieved a better understanding of the dimensions of political
participation and its importance in today's societies. Political participation plays a key role not only as a tool for
influencing decision-making, but also as a factor for individual development and the legitimacy of political
systems.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The decline in political participation in
contemporary societies has raised many
concerns among scholars and politicians. The
conceptualization and measurement of political
participation is a topic that has received
widespread attention over the past few
decades. In this study, the perspectives of two
prominent experts in this field, John Theorel
(2006) and Jan Van Deth (2014), have been
used to explain the concept of political
participation. The main goal of this study is to
explain what, why, and how the concept of
political participation has developed.

Theorel distinguishes three main models of
political participation: participation as an effort
to influence, participation as direct decision-
making, and participation as political debate.
Each model has its own implications, such as
the  protection of interests, personal
development, and subjective legitimacy. He
also introduces a procedural standard that
evaluates participation mechanisms based on
sensitivity to incentives, not resources. Van
Deth (2014) also presents a conceptual map of
political participation, introducing four types
of participation in a flexible framework that
can be adapted to different times and contexts.
This framework allows for better comparison
of research results related to political
participation.

Methodology

This research uses the library method and a
review of related literature. The concept,
nature, and forms of political participation are
analyzed, and by summarizing different
perspectives, we have achieved a better
understanding of the dimensions of political
participation and its importance in today's
societies. Since this article is theoretical and
conceptual in nature, there is no statistical
population or sampling. Data collection tools
include library resources and published
articles, and the data collection method is
based on questionnaires based on research
guestions and objectives.

Results and Discussion

Political participation plays a key role not only
as a tool for influencing decision-making, but
also as a factor for individual development and
the legitimacy of political systems. From the
perspective of classical theorists such as
Aristotle, Rousseau, de Tocqueville and John
Stuart Mill, citizen participation in political
processes is a necessary condition for the
realization of democracy and ensuring the
legitimacy of political systems. Seymour
Martin  Lipset (1959) considers political
participation as a key indicator for measuring
the health of democracy, and Gabriel Almond
and Sidney Verba (1963) believe that active
citizen participation strengthens the
foundations of sustainable democracy. In
recent decades, the decline in participation in
traditional forms such as voting, party
membership and social activities has raised
concerns. However, some experts believe that
the decline in participation in traditional forms
does not mean an overall decline in political
participation, but rather reflects a change in the
forms and methods of participation. Today,
citizens use methods such as political
shopping, sending protest emails and online
activities to express their political positions.
The most important consequence of the
reduced analytical clarity of the concept of
political participation is that it significantly
hinders the assessment of the quality of
democracy. A narrow definition  of
participation tends to yield rather pessimistic
results, while broader approaches provide
fewer insights.

Many experts warn of permanent “crises” of
democracy, while the constant emergence of
new methods of citizen participation seems to
tell a different story. Sticking to traditional
definitions is not a useful strategy for helping
to understand societies that are changing
rapidly.

Domestic research shows that factors such as
socioeconomic  background, activity in
associations, and the willingness of the
individual and those around them to participate
in politics have a significant impact on
political participation. Institutional trust and
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cultural capital are also associated with
different types of political participation.
Foreign research also shows that social media
and electoral reforms increase public trust in
electoral institutions and affect political
participation.

Conclusion
Given the rapid developments in the forms and
methods of political participation, new
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action or activity?

yes

aorientationf
attitude/opinion

2.[ voluntaryfoptional?

B

yes

obligatory action/
authoritarian rule

3[ amateurish?

)

professional activities

yes

locus:
politics/
government/
state

Minimalist
definitions i

no

target:

3 Targeted definitions

5 no
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Abstract

Social justice, as a key concept in social life, refers to the fair distribution of resources and opportunities among
individuals in society and is of particular importance in societies. The feeling of social justice is closely related
to various cultural, religious, and social factors. Therefore, in each society, depending on its cultural and social
background, these connections can be different from other societies. Therefore, in this study, an attempt has been
made to identify and analyze the factors affecting the feeling of social justice, in order to achieve a better
understanding of this concept among the youth of Gerash City, a traditional religious county in the south of the
country. The research method was designed as a survey using a questionnaire consisting of 9 sections, and the
results of the study on 384 young people in Gerash City show that the feeling of social justice is influenced by
various variables, including the atmosphere of public morality, religious adherence, feeling of social security,
access to municipal services, social alienation, life satisfaction, social acceptance, and socio-economic base. The
findings indicate that religious adherence (beta coefficient = 0.3) and social acceptance (beta coefficient = 0.28)
have been identified as two key factors in the formation of a sense of social justice. Also, the observation of the
variable feeling of relative deprivation has no significant relationship with the feeling of social justice in Gerash
City (p > 0.05).

Finally, the results of this study can help policy-making and social planning to design and implement effective
programs to promote social justice, improve the feeling of social justice in society, and emphasize the
importance of justice as a fundamental principle in social development, especially among young people who are
the future builders of society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Some concepts, such as justice, are
fundamental to human life and have
maintained their significance despite historical,
social, and political changes. Justice is defined
in various ways across cultures and
philosophies. In Islamic political thought,
justice encompasses truthfulness, equality, and
the protection of individual rights. Various
types of justice exist, including natural justice,
formal and substantive justice, distributive
justice, punitive justice, and social justice.

The notion of social justice is particularly
emphasized in the teachings of Imam
Khomeini, who advocated for equality among
all groups without discrimination based on
power, wealth, race, or ethnicity. Throughout
history, humanity has tirelessly pursued social
justice as a means to create a fair society that
meets both material and spiritual needs. This
pursuit has faced numerous challenges but
remains a central aspiration.

In contemporary discourse, social justice refers
to the equitable relationship between
individuals and society, measured by the
distribution of wealth and opportunities.
Initially limited to property rights, the concept
has evolved significantly over time, with
religion playing a crucial role in its
development. Religious teachings from figures
like Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad have
profoundly shaped the understanding of social
justice.

Given its importance in Iranian culture, this
study investigates social justice and its
influencing factors among citizens of Gerash
City, a traditional religious community in
southern Iran. The primary research question
focuses on the extent of citizens' feelings of
social justice and the variables affecting these
perceptions.

Methodology

A random sample of 384 young individuals
aged 15 to 35 from Gerash City was selected
from public spaces at various times throughout
the week. The data collection tool was a
guestionnaire consisting of nine sections, based
on a five-point Likert scale (ranging from
strongly agree to strongly disagree), with its
validity and reliability confirmed prior to the

study. The influential variables included access
to urban spaces, religious adherence, feelings
of security, access to public services, social
acceptance, social alienation, life satisfaction,
relative  deprivation, and socio-economic
status. Data analysis utilized descriptive
statistics (tables, charts, frequency percentages,
means, medians) and inferential statistics
(regression analysis) using SPSS software. A
95% confidence interval and significance level
of less than 0.05 were considered for the tests.

Results and discussion

The descriptive statistics for the variables
related to the sense of social justice among
youth in Gerash City include urban space
adequacy, religious adherence, social security,
access to public services, social acceptance,
social alienation, life satisfaction, relative
deprivation, and socio-economic status. The
mean score for the sense of social justice was
found to be 81.57, indicating a relatively high
perception among the youth. Among the
evaluated variables, socio-economic status had
the highest score, while urban space adequacy
had the lowest.

The regression analysis revealed a significant
linear relationship (P = 0.001) between social
justice and various factors such as urban space
adequacy, religious adherence, access to public
services, social acceptance, social alienation,
life satisfaction, relative deprivation, and
socio-economic  status.  The  multiple
correlation coefficient was measured at 0.737,
indicating a strong simultaneous influence of
these variables on the sense of social justice.
Further analysis showed that key predictors of
social justice feelings included religious
adherence, social acceptance, and life
satisfaction. Notably, relative deprivation did
not have a significant relationship with feelings
of social justice. The results suggest a direct
correlation between socio-economic status and
feelings of social justice; individuals with
better socio-economic conditions reported
higher  levels of  perceived justice.
Additionally, social alienation was inversely
related to feelings of justice.

The study concludes that various social factors
significantly impact perceptions of justice
among youth in Gerash City. Understanding
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these factors is crucial for developing effective
policies aimed at enhancing social equity and
improving overall societal well-being. This
research emphasizes the importance of
addressing these elements to foster a sense of
justice that can restore rights and provide
meaning to individuals' lives.

Conclusion

Perception of justice refers to an individual's
overall assessment of fairness in various
aspects of social life. It encompasses how
individuals  perceive the fairness of
interactions, processes, laws, and policies
within society. Even if justice is implemented,
it is crucial for people to recognize and
understand it. The concept extends beyond
mere legal frameworks and equitable
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