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Dune and Its Debt to the Concept of the “Savior”

Abstract

Dune is a landmark work in the science fiction genre, narrating the
struggles among noble houses across unknown galaxies as they battle for
power and survival. The film’s complex storytelling, deep symbolism, and
incorporation of diverse cultural and religious elements create fertile
ground for various interpretations - especially regarding religious parallels
and distortions. Focusing on apocalyptic themes and the role of religion in
shaping future societies, Dune raises significant questions about faith,
power, and the future of humanity through the lens of the “savior” figure.
This article explores how Dune reflects and reframes elements of the three
major monotheistic religions - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - through
mirroring, fantasy, and adapted terminology. The study reveals that the
film refracts certain spiritual and moral dimensions of these faiths into
narratives of political ambition and power-seeking. It attempts to shift the
religious concept of the “savior” away from justice and spirituality toward
a willful, self-serving pragmatism. In doing so, Dune intertwines religious
motifs with worldly ambition, suggesting an intentional desacralization of
core religious concepts.

Keywords: Dune, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Savior, Distortion.
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An Analytical Perspective on Linguistic Vices in the Holy Qur’an and
Saadi’s Gulistan

Abstract

Language, as the primary tool of human communication, plays a crucial
role in conveying meaning and shaping social relationships. It also serves
as an educational medium, significantly influencing both individual and
social behavior. This article aims to examine linguistic vices as moral and
social challenges by analyzing relevant teachings found in the Holy Qur’an
and Saadi’s Gulistan. Both texts, celebrated for their eloquence and
rhetorical power, occupy significant positions in moral instruction and
ethical discourse. The Holy Qur’an—Islam’s sacred scripture—addresses
a range of linguistic vices such as lying, gossip, slander, false accusations,
foul language, idle talk, and duplicity in speech. It urges believers toward
“linguistic piety,” clearly articulating the harmful effects of such vices on
individuals and communities, particularly through concepts like ifk (false
accusation) and laghw (vain speech). At the same time, it emphasizes
honest and wise speech as a foundation for moral conduct.

In contrast, Saadi, in his Gulistan, uses a wise and didactic tone to depict
these same vices through short, instructive anecdotes. He highlights the
consequences of negative speech behaviors such as lying, tale-bearing,
hypocrisy, and verbal abuse, while advocating for prudence in speech as a
moral strategy for fostering healthy social interactions.

A comparative analysis of Qur’anic teachings and Saadi’s perspectives
reveals that both sources regard language as a powerful instrument capable
of either nurturing or corrupting social bonds. Conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method and based on library research, this study
offers ethical solutions for achieving a healthy individual and social life.

Keywords: Linguistic vices, Ethics of speech, Comparative study, Holy
Qur’an, Gulistan of Saadi.
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An Educational Interpretation of Jihad-e-Tabyin (Explanatory
Struggle) in Rumi’s Masnavi Ma’navi

Abstract

Jihad-e-Tabyin (Explanatory Struggle) is considered a key pillar in the
process of raising awareness and establishing meaningful communication,
closely intertwined with religious concepts. From the perspective of
Ayatollah Khamenei, this concept encompasses core components such as
faith and sincerity, hopefulness, resistance against enemies, audience
awareness, hayat tayyebah (pure life), and the value of knowledge. These
elements, as foundational Islamic principles, play a crucial role in
explaining and disseminating religious thought. Mawlana Jalal al-Din
Rimi, in his Masnavi Ma’navi, vividly portrays profound spiritual
concepts through poetic beauty and allegorical storytelling. Beyond his
literary brilliance, Rumi significantly contributes to the articulation of pure
Islamic values that align with the mission of Jihad-e-Tabyin. By
emphasizing theological and ethical discussions, he offers a deep analysis
of Islamic teachings and has had a lasting impact on the intellectual and
cultural fabric of society. This study aims to investigate the foundations,
elements, and educational implications of Jihad-e-Tabyin as reflected in
Rumi’s Masnavi. Using an inferential-analytical method grounded in
credible texts and sources, the research seeks to answer two main
questions: a) How is Jihad-e-Tabyin conceptualized by Imam Khamenei?
b) What are the educational implications of Jihad-e-Tabyin in Rumi’s
Masnavi? Findings indicate that both Jihad-e-Tabyin and the spiritual
themes in Rumi’s work emphasize the importance of awareness and the
pursuit of truth. Together, they provide rich opportunities for promoting
human development and expressing core Islamic values. Ultimately, these
two domains complement one another in striving to establish a society
grounded in truth and spirituality.

Keywords: Jihad-e-Tabyin, Imam Khamenei, Rumi, Education, Spiritual
Implications.
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The Role of Allusion and Indirectness in the Allegorical Narrations
of Tafsir al-Burhan

Abstract

One of the rhetorical devices frequently employed in the Qur'an is the
principle of kinayah (allusion) and ta‘rid. (indirect reference). In modern
terminology, ta rid is regarded as a subset of kinayah, though historically
it has been used with other meanings and at times as a synonym. This
rhetorical method holds a significant place in the allegorical interpretation
(ta 'wil) and exegesis of the Holy Qur'an. This mode of expression, aside
from its particular aesthetic beauty, is one of the elements of the Qur'an's
rhetorical miracle.Undoubtedly, in order to reach the deeper layers and
inner meanings of the Qur'anic verse -and to grasp the allegorical meanings
of its allusions and indirect references - it is necessary to consult the
narrations and traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). One
form of kinayah and fa ‘rid is when the speaker addresses someone directly
but intends another person or group. This type of indirect address is
illustrated by the Arabic expression: "iyyaki a‘ni wasma'i ya jarah" ("It is
you | address, O neighbor, but I mean someone else™).The scholar al-
Mu/kaddith al-Bakrani, in the ninth chapter of the introduction to his Tafsir
al-Burhan, entitled "Chapter on the Qur'an Having Been Revealed in the
Mode of ‘lyyaki A‘ni Wasma i Ya Jarah’", cites narrations from sources
such as al-Kafi and Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi as textual evidence for this
principle. This study, which is based on library and documentary research
and organized through a descriptive-analytical method, aims to carefully
explore the function and application of the principle of kinayah and a rid
in the narrations of Tafsir al-Burhan, and to elucidate this expressive
method by presenting relevant examples.

Keywords:  Allusion, Indirect Speech, Narrations, Allegorical
Interpretation, Tafsir al-Burhan
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Manifestations of the Fundamental Aspects of Anti-Despotism Spirit
in the Novel Tangsir

Abstract

The history of Persian literature is replete with narratives that have
portrayed, through eloquent language, the glories or disgraces of just or
tyrannical rulers of Iran. Modern Persian novels, too, possess this
characteristic - particularly the novel Tangsir, which falls within the genre
of historical and religious novels and reflects both national and religious
myths. The spirit of anti-despotism in this novel is manifested in various
ways, which are explored in this article. This study includes an introduction
consisting of the statement of the problem, the significance and necessity
of the research, research background, objectives, research questions,
methodology, generalities and theoretical foundations of the study,
manifestations of anti-despotism in Tangsir, and finally, a conclusion
followed by references.

Keywords:Historical and religious novel, spirit of anti-despotism,
Tangsir.
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A Comparative Analysis of the Prophet's Miracles in the Masnavis of
Rumi and Attar

Abstract

Religious and mystical texts, endowed with various rhetorical features
such as pedagogical interactions, address philosophical and ethical
relationships. Therefore, considering the literary foundations of such texts
as indicative of existential modes of thought can be influential.
Accordingly, examining religious structures is essential for understanding
the foundations of existential philosophy. In this study, we explore the
broad spectrum of the Prophet’s miracles as represented in two major
works: Masnavi-ye Ma'navi by Rumi and Mantiq al-Tayr by Attar. Our
aim is to understand the methods Rumi and Attar employ to express
mystical principles and convey the Prophet's miracles, and to what extent
their discourse manages to articulate the foundational structures of
prophetic miracles.

Keywords: Prophet, Masnavi, Rumi, Attar, religion, mysticism.
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An Analytical Study of Religious and Spiritual Allusions in the 10th
Grade Persian Textbook of Secondary High School

Abstract

Allusion is one of the most complex and multi-layered rhetorical devices.
Poets and writers employ allusion to enhance the artistic value of their
work and to adhere to the principles of brevity and conciseness, analogy
and resemblance, imaginative expression, textual strength and solidity,
sensory and visual imagery, amplification and exaggeration, clearer
meaning, stronger impact on the reader’s mind, and to create aesthetic
beauty in speech. In Iranian literature - both poetry and prose - this device
has been widely reflected. For enthusiasts, allusion serves as a bridge
between the present and the past, allowing readers to revisit their foggy
and faded memories through it.This research aims to examine various
types of allusions, especially religious and spiritual allusions, in the
content of the 10th grade Persian textbook across all educational tracks,
including humanities, experimental sciences, and mathematics and
physics. The study was conducted through content analysis and note-
taking from library sources. It also draws upon scholarly theories
concerning allusion in its examination of the 10th grade Persian textbook
used in the 2023-2024 academic year. In the next phase, the data were
identified and analyzed, and the textbook was evaluated accordingly,
followed by the writing of this research. In this study, we first explain the
concept and types of allusion, then highlight verses and expressions where
allusion is used. Ultimately, after reviewing the content of the 10th grade
Persian textbook, we concluded that poets have made greater use of verses
from the Qur'an, religious and spiritual references, and hadiths compared
to other types of allusions. This may be due to the poets’ inclination toward
expressing religious themes more than other forms of allusion.

Keywords: Allusion, Surah, Verse, Hadith.



