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Petrushevsky's research methodology in examining the land
tenure system in Iran’s rural society
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llya Pavlovich Petrushevsky (1898-1977) was a renowned Russian
Orientalist who authored numerous works on the political, economic, and
social history of Iran. This research seeks to answer the question: What is
Petrushevsky's approach to historiography regarding agricultural economics
and land ownership in Iran? In response, it must be said that, in line with
Marxist-Leninist ideology, he attempted to provide a meaningful
interpretation from the Russian perspective by using the term "feudalism"
and applying it to Iran's land tenure system across different periods. This
article, using a descriptive and analytical method, aims to carefully examine
the dimensions and aspects of this issue. The findings indicate that Russian
historians like Petrushevsky aimed, during the Cold War (1947-1991), to
align or at least bring closer the social and economic history of countries like
Iran—particularly in terms of land tenure systems and peasant movements—
to Soviet ideology. This effort sought to integrate these countries into
communist policies or align them as closely as possible, which was a
significant matter for Soviet interests at the time, as well as for fostering
alignment with Iran as a neighboring country.

Keywords: Petrushevsky, Iran, historiography, The landownership system,
feudalism.
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Realism in Event Documentation in Ottoman Miniatures: The
Miniatures in Wehbi’s Surname
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Miniatures serve as a rich source of information regarding the art of
the Islamic era. However, if it can be demonstrated that a collection of
miniatures adheres to the criterion of realism, they may also be
utilized as historical documents that accurately reflect the realities of a
given period. Miniatures produced in the traditional Islamic world
often depict imaginary themes and narrate legendary stories and
events that the painter had not personally witnessed. Nevertheless, a
significant number of miniatures were created by artists who were
directly present at historical events and were commissioned to provide
a visual record of those specific occurrences.This study aims to
explore the extent to which the visual narrative of one of the most
significant collections of Ottoman miniatures—the Surnames, and
specifically Wehbi’s Surname—aligns with historical realities. To this
end, the paper first examines how the painters of such visual works
approached historical reality and the events they depicted. It then
investigates the methods and techniques employed by the painter of
the Surname to represent court ceremonies in their artwork. Finally,
through a case study analysis of selected miniatures from Vehbi’s
Surname, the paper compares specific visual elements with parallel
historical accounts found in written sources. The findings reveal that
the documentary approach of the surname painters led to a visual
narrative that closely corresponds to the recorded accounts in Ottoman
historical texts. Given that these miniatures were created within the
context of celebratory events, the artists were able to present a
remarkably realistic depiction of the events they portrayed.

Keywords: Ottoman. miniature, Realism, event writing, celebration,
surname
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This research seeks to answer the question: How has Bal'ami utilized
narrative-mythical structures in his Tarikhnameh? The article argues
that behind Bal'ami's narrative-mythical historiography, there were
secondary objectives, including certain political, social, and cultural
aims. In this study, which is written using a descriptive-analytical
approach, in addition to examining meaningful surface structures
(historical narratives), the deep structures of the text (mythical-literary
narratives) in Bal'ami's history were analyzed, revealing the mythical
undertones in his historiography.The use of myths in Bal'ami's
historiography reflects his historical perspective as one of the elites of
post-Islamic Iranian society. This perspective, which views myths as
reminders of a glorious historical past, a unifying factor among
members of society, and a means of constructing individual and
collective identity, can be identified in Bal'ami's history. In fact,
Bal'ami's Tarikhnameh, with its historical-mythical representation of
Iran's glorious past, goes beyond a mere chronicle and transforms into
a national history. By integrating mythical elements into his historical
narrative, Bal'ami not only preserved the cultural memory of Iran's
pre-Islamic heritage but also reinforced a sense of unity and identity
among its people. His work reflects a deliberate effort to bridge the
past and present, using myths as a tool to inspire pride and cohesion in
a society undergoing cultural and political transitions. Thus, Bal'ami's
Tarikhnameh stands as a testament to the power of myth in shaping
historical consciousness and national identity.

Keywords: Balami history, historiography, historiography, narrative,
myth.
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Ibn Da'i’s strategies in facing the differences and tensions between
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The intellectual and cultural works of the Zaydi emerged in the third
century. The pioneers in this field were two prominent figures of the
Zaydi sect, Qasim ibn Ibrahim al-Rassi (169-246 AH) and Hassan ibn
Ali Nasir al-Hagq (230-304 AH). The people of Tabaristan converted
to the Zaydi sect with the Zaydi preachers and missionaries following
Qasim al-Rassi, and a short time later, with the missionary activities
of Nasir al-Haqq, the people of central Daylam and eastern Sepidrood
became followers of the Zaydi sect. The "Qasimiyyah™ school was the
manifestation of the followers of Qasim al-Rassi, and the "Nasiriyyah"
school represented the followers of Nasir among the Zaydi in northern
Iran. The main purpose of this article was to analyze the factors of the
differences and tensions that arose between the two schools and to
examine how Ibn Da'i dealt with them. The findings showed that the
differences and tensions between the two schools had two reasons:
theological-jurisprudential and ethnic. By declaring the equal validity
of both schools, Ibn Da'i was able to end these tensions and mobilize
the followers of the Zaydi sect in northern Iran to achieve the Zaydi
ideals in restoring the unified Alawite government. Prominent
examples of this were the attempt to seize Tabaristan with the support
of followers of both schools or the attempt to mobilize the general
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The neglect of the historical method in unraveling mysteries and
the consequences of a migration
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Culture Academy, Qom, Iran

Any authentic historical study must be compiled and written based on
documentation, relying on credible sources, solid evidence, and sound
reasoning. Analysis, resolving contradictions in narratives, and paying
attention to the motives behind fabrications are among the other essential
requirements of historical research. This article examines how these
principles are adhered to in the paper titled "Unraveling the Mystery of
the Migration of Ali ibn Muhammad Bagir (AS) to Kashan and Its
Consequences” and demonstrates that the aforementioned paper neglects
the principle of documentation. The main arguments in the criticized
paper lack references to original, credible sources and historical evidence.
Instead of relying on authentic sources and accurate historical evidence,
and situating the study within its proper temporal context, the paper in
question depends on popular accounts and unscientific hearsay to
substantiate one of the influential events in the history of Shiism in Iran.

Keywords: Ali ibn Muhammad Bagir (A), Ardehal, Historical
Method, Documentation, Credible Sources.
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Genealogy and the roots of economic behavior of the Umayyads
with Bani Hashem; An anthropological analysis with an emphasis
on the issue of power
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Meybod University, Meybod, Iran.
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In the present study, which is a historical investigation with an
anthropological approach, the conflicts between the two prominent
clans of Quraysh—Banu Hashim and Banu Umayya—are examined
through the lens of the concept of wealth. The central claim of this
article is that the Umayyads engaged in a series of economic
behaviors toward Banu Hashim to maintain and even enhance their
own power. These behaviors, broadly categorized, included financial
payments to less contentious members of Banu Hashim, efforts to
weaken the financial strength of Banu Hashim, bolstering the
economic power of the Umayyads against their rival clan, and making
payments to position non-Umayyads against Banu Hashim. These
actions, alongside the shifting power dynamics in Arabian society
during the era of the Quranic revelation, were influenced by the
personal characteristics of the Umayyads, such as their self-centered
introversion and materialism. These traits led the Umayyads to believe
they were inherently entitled and to pursue their political goals
through economic means. This research demonstrates that the use of
wealth as a tool for acquiring, maintaining, and expanding power is
not exclusive to the modern era but has deep historical roots, to the
extent that even the simplest political structures, such as tribes,
heavily relied on it.
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