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1. Memory
2. Induction
3. Sensory perception
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1. Big Science



w .o w? . B .
Wy ol s AOA ke FE 7 s b A Y
e ] ? ks

LS e a8 ) ) 3 eds S5 Gladmia Y )30l T3 5 ae  Sals ¥

conlnbls

(Greco, 2021: 149) ol S i 8 550 (515 3l ocel y oo b 2 ¥

Sl Slas bl & liml ol 8 na Vil o ol i g § IVl sl 0Ly
GB35 gy oSoviaws 5 (555 alsd b g 3,05 algi0ke Lalg, 5 dalsi (SN
ke GLae3s s Tl ST Szt | ode ol coSonten by dalsd oyl 5 3L
13 35 Cadibes Olianaiaie 5 Olkiocils o 03 18 (55 e (Sl 5 (55L0es 4
o L6 den See 01 K5 Jown 55 o)) il g 5 550 s slod o sboay Ol
6l 3L 53 sl ya0ke Ll y 5l pd gV (glas Ikl b o3 208 5 me Kol
s 3 Jin 5 oty L1 5 o K3 kit (Sa O K5 s Oliatils (Fy 15
‘_gua})ﬁ_)“}_wb‘ﬁ_dﬁaﬁﬁc%ﬁ)}MG’E))“)LAQT.E{‘j))M‘jJ‘}AK)
Glas bl o3 28 6 im0 Kialy S o sl o San o ook 63 28 56555
(Reid, 1983: 94-95) ol , 5Ll ode &5 1m0 VL

S 20 b bCwd 089 ($Kow pud Y-

534 Gl IS 5 el b e jle 03,5 5 1 OL1LS B del s ol gims 4Ol
=S ols 5 @bl ooy b ooy ek DL B oLt (DLSL, 5
4 a5 b g (Lackey, 20112 320) pzes ke 0 SUS8 (slaasla )3 gla g
S Jes ctis 5 s S5 L glgy o 528 i3 Obedgdous e
LS g aniils as sl |y La jisls 5 La sl ﬁlu;:ugrﬁ\js@lﬂdcdb.wl
V_AGJ)|JL_§:)JL5L~&)L5':§J&A¢S;~L§L§QPV.AC&AJ{:&‘Q@éﬂg?ﬁ)‘&
dmhﬁ"')j—l“ﬁﬂSﬂbr-“ﬁﬁcﬁ”‘f)\-’ﬁﬁ\-‘gﬁjb‘ﬁ}é—&b
el S Ll sl Calises (glao )



W b g s
QU 3g5 50 S o o 30 (SIPL T
355 ptlly a8 a0 (b il Syl gl OS5 87kl 0L S e L 3 5T
Tt Ll edls 355 s (6 p dpalael 3 i Ol 58 8 (Vs 4 5L (i
\_gu\ﬂ(al_f;};uu_@}_s,)ﬂ&uﬁS,ulgﬁ,:;\;,l}:ﬁj,@\;o\f;;sm;bg
255 OLS635 5 cptls 6 pdpplessl s sy ol il (Mool s o (g 2 5 (2313 S5 s
53 OV 1 5l OS5 55768 oo ol il 555 55k 2 ol (M5 L oiS”
Slm 0Ll 5 o 5 OLS38 ¢l o Do bl 01,503 4 b g 5 o lne
ol 5 (HBOL Aol O prpd (L )lge 1L OIS (A 5 i el it
B S5 45 (Lackey, 2008: 146) dil o3 1S Coujlon 5 oy el 54zt gal |y sakaie
L g IVl b 5l 4 cdagd oo i3l 8l il 1y (el 0l g 25T 6,18
/ (Audi, 1997: 405) 3,5l ==

Cd o mlo D0 AlgT 03,19 IVICH ruwgi £

(e DUST531 O g (B e ubio o 51 (5,8 S oI5 St sloe ;S0 51 (S
3B g~ b Syt Jom OIS Al S 48 wias OLEs b el oy bl 05 05
5l e Kosaeps 8 a8 6 JK 8 g o el Yz
31 b a5k S (s e Kos b agrl e 53 Jool STl byl 355
33 (00) 3 me Sy Jeeol 5 il gladelas i b 35 A1S L sl gl T
Slonp a8 (s n  Kos Sl 4o gl ol 55 ALS G bl sl oS
5518 Js Dlan b oils oo 4 5 sl wlie 51 (S 1 (g <STh OT
e oS slazel oy £ (218 4 5 o0 S 61 Sl a5 1 STk e
5 el oy = LaOludl | ol axils 03,55 slael (g2 (3 50 W5 4500
0T (0 el & 1) S (Gl 8 yls 1y 2l 8 ol = b JolSS L st il
odms 2158 5oy 8 4 b g 4 Sl 5 (7 ST 55k 308 0 xS 0T 4 1,
. (Reid, 1983: 94-95) :¢S"., Jla g1 bl 2850 43 55,5 sleze]



Yor ol s LA Y~ &tfu}*du'};%&;%f 2 AYY

UL Olgy Wl 0-1

oy oL o1 S S S das e Ol elemr | wlisilsy ool glasskws
Ll el OT I8 LS (6l oy s ol ol 4_-56_,:)1,:; S
3l 258 ST S Sl a3 3131 &8 s e Ol slezs | wliiOly)
R g Wt Ny P O O IO I | Jh JTCIUNE U T | FC I
PS03 slazel b e 5 0l glaalis Wl L 08w, 8 Al & &Sl oT
@,f&d.upu\;,,pw@ﬁ@wJﬁ“\,a\;wm;u@;ﬁb
;*—ﬂﬂ ol eplazt (alldlly) ol by sliws ag a5 b el (228 5 (6355
(225 ot S a0 5 508 o als8 2 5o e 8 o)l g 53 1 Jsd b6 5
S ety sdo 4 42 5 L K05 O le 4 (Michaelian, 2009: 423) 4g5 5o
A OLIE i T 51 508 S r s 53 b da bl S slasl et o 51

S5 S 5 gls Y
4S oy 0T O3 038 ¢ o) 8 & 5 21,8 JABU s odsly slast ol = b 51 ey
el b Salgss 5 s o8 BL g lis ool A3y g0 0 3l g6

r.:f QL:J b QT)}SJ)J}.A:- )}NAI.}J}?T Lgbho\f.,\.i: )‘ QT Olals

4ol slosal g .V-Y
1 ouins 2158 s sy ool BV 053 OLIE LB e i 5 g 575 sbles
0180 St a5k 035 4 3m S0 Ol 0 ils ad ime (1S Y b2
sl slazel G La g o ik 855 53 0y 05y daime p gloml Y e
40T 4 sk 03 45 G Find epnsls 1t 8 o 01805 20T 4 55k ol 'yl

ov\_..l}f}gal‘,f.\_hbd\_&ud—Lg‘av\_&uu.a_bu.ajbjf‘cr:@}}_a.\%;@avlﬁf

1. defeasible
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. Presumptive Right

. Intuitive judgement

. Rational intuitions

. Counterfactual conditionals

consonance of testimony with the hearer's prior beliefs
. reliability of the testimonial process

. Theoretical Rationality

. Practical Rationality
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1. Authoritative Testimony
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1. Epistemology of authoritative testimony
2. Preemptive Accounts
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1. Non-Preemptive
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1. Saenz de Sicilia
2. Being, becoming, subsumption: the Kantian roots of a Marxist problematic
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1. Kojin Karatani

2. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals.
3. Critique of Practical Reason.

4. Deleuze
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1. Marshal
2. Althusser
3. Engels
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1. Horkheimer & Adorno
2. Gramsci
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2. Domain of Situated Activity
3. Domain of Social Setting
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1. Domain of Culture
2. Domain of Economy
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Understanding the Embodiment of language in the Context of a
Phenomenological Understanding and Cognitive Epistemology of
the Embodiment of Language

Isa Mousazadeh'

Abstract

Throughout the history of human thought, significant obstacles—
ontological, epistemological, ethical, and religious—have led thinkers to
overlook the body and its fundamental role in shaping knowledge and
consciousness. However, contemporary thought has shifted perspectives,
now recognizing the body as an essential component of cognition, language,
and thought. This article seeks to provide a deep understanding of the
corporeality of language within the framework of phenomenology and
cognitive epistemology. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, it explores
how human experiences, arising from our physical presence in the world,
take the form of dynamic, repetitive patterns that contribute to
conceptualization. These mental functions are then represented in language.
The article argues that human conceptual systems evolve through physical
engagement with the environment, highlighting the centrality of bodily
activity in both knowing and creating meaning in the world.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Cognitive Science, Embodiment, Cognition,
Language.
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Critical Review of Maria Alvarez’s Viewpoint on the Frankfurt-
Style Counterexamples

Mohammadamin Khodamoradi '
Keramat Varzdar ’

Abstract

The central issue of this research is a critical analysis of Maria Alvarez's
viewpoint on Frankfurt-style counterexamples, particularly her criticism
regarding the nature of action. The "Principle of Alternative Possibilities"
(PAP) asserts that an agent is morally responsible for their actions only if
they could have done otherwise. Frankfurt-style counterexamples are
designed to challenge this principle by presenting scenarios where an agent
is morally responsible despite not having alternative possibilities. Alvarez, a
proponent of PAP, argues that the condition of ‘avoidability’ is crucial to
defining "action," and she critiques the Frankfurt-style counterexamples for
failing to meet this condition. This paper engages with Alvarez's viewpoint
by evaluating contemporary critiques, particularly Justin Capes'
counterexample, which disputes the necessity of avoidability as a
fundamental element of action. Capes suggests that Frankfurt-style cases can
be reconstructed in a manner that counters Alvarez's objections, and his
position is supported by stronger intuitive appeal. Ultimately, the research
concludes that Capes' position offers a more compelling framework for
understanding agency and moral responsibility.

Keywords: Frankfurt-style counterexamples, Justin Capes, Maria Alvarez,
nature of agency, two-way causal power, moral responsibility, alternative
possibilities.

1. MA Student, Department of Philosophy of Religion, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
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Understanding Social Reality with an Emphasis on Derek
Layder's Theory of Social Domains

Omid Babaei !

Abstract

Understanding social reality is integral to grasping a form of social ontology
that articulates the foundational structures of social life. This article explores
social reality from the perspective of Derek Layder, a prominent thinker in
social theory. Layder, in his discussion of dualities in sociology, seeks to
deconstruct the agency-structure dichotomy into more granular analytical
domains, illustrating how these domains of social life are shaped and
disseminated by power across time and space. According to Layder, while
structure and agency are empirically interconnected, they represent distinct
and independent domains. Social reality, therefore, can be comprehensively
understood by delineating and examining these separate fields. This research
reveals that while Layder’s theory of social domains is not explicitly framed
as a grand narrative theory of social reality, it offers a robust framework for
comprehending how social reality is constructed through cognition and
knowledge.

keywords: Social Reality, Theory of Social Domains, Critical Realism,
Layder.
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Redescription of Epistemological Foundationalism in Islamic
Philosophy: Considering the Discussion of Conceptual Metaphors

Atiyeh Zandieh '
Raziyeh Saber *

Abstract
Foundationalism, as a theory of the justification of knowledge, holds a
central place in the epistemology of many Muslim philosophers, particularly
in the works of Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Suhrawardi, and Mulla Sadra. The
uestion arises: why does this tradition predominantly adhere to
oundationalism? In examining this question, the concept of conceptual
metaphors offers an insightful lens. Specifically, the metaphor of
"knowledge as a building" may shed light on why Muslim philosophers have
sought a foundation for knowledge when contemﬁ)lating its justification. The
metaphor of knowledge as a building suggests that knowledge must rest on
firm, foundational principles. This i(%ea is deeply embedded in the
Ehilosophical tradition, where the mind-object duality—the separation
etween the knower and the known—is assumed, alongside the hierarchical
ordering of beings in the realm of existence and perception. These
assumptions, both epistemological and ontological, have shaped the
foundationalist approach in the Islamic philosophical tradition. By analyzing
the texts of Ibn Sina, Suhrawardi, and Mulla Sadra, it becomes clear that
their foundationalism is not merely an abstract or theoretical stance but is
rooted in specific metaphysical and cognitive assumptions. The duality
between mind and object leads philosophers to search for an objective basis
for knowledge that justifies the relationship between the knower and the
known. Similarly, the belief in a hierarchy of existence—where beings are
ordered from the most abstract and universal to the most concrete and
%articular—further supports the need for a firm epistemic foundation.
espite their efforts to overcome dualistic thinking and address the
challenges of foundationalism, these Ehilosophers did not fully develop a
language that transcends the hierarchical structure of knowledge. Their
attempts to bridge the gap between subject and object remained limited by
the very metaphors and structures they used to think about knowledge. This
tension between seeking a foundation and striving to eliminate dualit
presents a paradox in their work, one that has yet to be fully resolved.
Revisiting and critically examining this situation can provide a fresh
perspective on the justification of knowledge in Islamic philosophy. The
introduction of new metaphors could offer a more fluid, non-dualistic way of
thinking about knowledge, moving beyond the constraints of traditional
foundationalism. By reconsidering these metaphors, Muslim philosophers
may open new avenues for addressing the complexities of epistemic
justification, thus advancing our understanding of knowledge in both
philosophical and cognitive terms.

Keywords: Foundationalism, Justification, Conceptual Metaphor, Duality,
Ibn Sina, Suhrawardi, Mulla Sadra.
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A Comparative Study of the Philosophy of Art
in Augustine and Mulla Sadra

Mohammad TamerKari '
Mehdi Monfared *

Abstract

The philosophy of art explores the fundamental principles and sources of
artistic knowledge. Islamic philosophers, such as Mulla Sadra, have
primarily focused on the principles and sources of aesthetics, rather than the
"knowledge of art" itself. According to Sadra, both art and the artist must be
understood as transcendental. He argues that the artist possesses an
epistemological framework where the first source of art lies in humanity's
role as successors of God. For Sadra, the human soul is divine, acting as a
vessel for the manifestation of divine attributes. These divine qualities are
the driving forces behind human artistic creation. Additionally, the
imagination, as a faculty of the soul, serves as a secondary source of creative
actions in art. On the other hand, Augustine is regarded as a philosopher who
independently engages with the principles and knowledge of art. In his work
The City of God, Augustine asserts that the ultimate purpose of life is rooted
in Christian doctrine and faith in the absolute beauty of God, which should
be reflected in the actions of the artist. Augustine also offers a
comprehensive evaluation of various art forms such as music, drama,
architecture, and poetry, distinguishing their value and significance in
relation to the divine. Both Augustine and Sadra share a theistic perspective
on art, where they view the source of beauty in the world as emanating from
absolute beauty. According to their philosophies, the true artist is one who
embodies and manifests this divine beauty.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Augustine, Philosophy of Art, Aesthetics,
Imagination, Theism, Divine Beauty.
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The Role of Ethics and Rationality in Critiquing Social and
Economic Systems: A Kantian-Marxist Perspective

Jahangir Jahangiri !
Sahar Hojati Far *

Abstract

This article explores the integration of Immanuel Kant’s ethical and rational
principles with Karl Marx’s social and economic analyses, offering a novel
perspective known as Kantian Marxism. Unlike traditional Marxism, which
focuses primarily on material and historical transformations, Kantian
Marxism emphasizes the importance of ethics, rationality, and individual
consciousness in driving social change. This approach posits that social and
economic transformations are not solely dependent on material changes but
are also deeply connected to the elevation of individual awareness and moral
responsibility. By examining the core tenets of Kantian philosophy and their
influence on Marxism, this article investigates how ethics and reason play
critical roles in critiquing social and economic systems. It also assesses how
Kantian Marxism differs from other philosophical currents, such as those of
Spinoza and Lenin. Ultimately, the article demonstrates that Kantian
Marxism offers a robust framework for critiquing unjust social and
economic systems, presenting a valuable approach to guiding social change
in pursuit of justice and freedom.

Keywords: Kantian Marxism, Ethics, Rationality, Social Change, Moral
Responsibility, Critique of Capitalism.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Department of Sociology, Faculty of
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Rereading and Criticizing Allameh Tabataba'i's View on Present
and Acquired Knowledge

Fahime Thara'
Mohammad Reza Asadi >

Abstract

Reflections by Muslim philosophers on complex theoretical issues have
created a rich intellectual tradition that continues to offer valuable insights
for addressing contemporary questions. However, a deeper understanding of
traditional Islamic philosophy requires a reevaluation of how we interpret its
teachings today. This article aims to critically reassess Allameh Tabataba’i’s
views on acquired and present knowledge through an analytical and
philosophical lens, seeking to provide answers to some long-standing
questions from a fresh perspective. Allameh Tabataba’i asserts that before
acquiring knowledge about an object, we encounter its essence in the realm
of imagination, having what he calls present knowledge of it. This raises a
fundamental question: Given the present knowledge of the cause that
produces the known, why is acquired knowledge necessary? In this paper, it
is argued that the division between acquired and present knowledge is not
simply a conceptual classification based on external evidence or proof, as is
often assumed. Rather, these two forms of knowledge represent inherent
hierarchies connected to the very essence of knowledge itself. These
hierarchies are not separate entities but rather interdependent levels, with
acquired knowledge playing a crucial role as a mediator for elevating present
knowledge. Even though this present knowledge may initially be
"unconscious," Allameh describes it as "observation from afar."This
perspective reveals the nuanced interplay between acquired and present
knowledge, highlighting the mediating role of the latter in enhancing our
awareness, even when that awareness is not yet fully conscious.

Key words: Attending science, Acquired science, Degrees of science, Types
of science, Allameh Tabataba’i.
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Criticism of Reductionism and Non-Reductionism in the
Epistemology of Testimony

Seyed Mahdi Keshmiri '
Mohammadreza Amini >
Mansoor Nasiri *

Abstract

In the literature on the epistemology of testimony, two competing
perspectives dominate the discussion: reductionism and non-reductionism.
According to the reductionist view, testimony is not an independent source
of knowledge in itself but rather can be understood as a combination of other
sources, such as reason, memory, sensory experience, and inductive
reasoning. From this perspective, testimony is justified only if there are non-
testimonial reasons supporting it. In other words, before we accept
someone's testimony, we must have strong reasons to believe that the
testifier is truthful and has credible evidence to back their claims. On the
other hand, non-reductionists argue that testimony is, in fact, an independent
source of knowledge. They maintain that accepting testimony does not
require verifying the speaker’s truthfulness or relying on prior reasons to
trust the speaker. According to this view, testimony can stand alone as a
legitimate basis for justification without the need for external validation
from other epistemic sources. Non-reductionists contend that reducing
testimony to other forms of knowledge leads to significant epistemic costs,
such as undermining the social and communicative aspects of knowing. In
contrast, reductionists believe that accepting testimony without verification
can lead to problematic consequences, including intellectual laziness,
gullibility, and irrational deference to authority. These dangers, they argue,
undermine critical thinking and the integrity of the knowledge-building
process. This article critically examines both perspectives and ultimately
finds the non-reductionist position more defensible. Through a library-based
method of gathering information and an analytical approach to evaluation,
this study engages with the strengths and weaknesses of both views to offer a
balanced critique of the epistemology of testimony.

Keywords: Reductionism, Non-reductionism, Epistemology of Testimony,
Testimonial Authority, Authenticity of Authority
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A Comparative Investigation of Common Nature and its
Epistemological and Linguistic Realizations in Avicenna’s and
Scotus’s Philosophy of Language

Parisa Najafi '
Fatemeh Kookaram >
Mahmood Reza Moradian *

Abstract

This paper undertakes a comparative investigation of the concept of common
nature and its epistemological and linguistic realizations in the philosophies
of language of Avicenna and Duns Scotus. Drawing on both primary and
secondary sources, it is shown that both thinkers regard common nature as a
neutral ontological category—neither universal nor particular in itself, but
rather prior to and independent of such determinations. Common nature is
first realized in concrete or physical existence, and subsequently in mental
existence, where it becomes conditioned by concepts such as universality,
particularity, unity, and plurality. For both philosophers, these latter notions
are features of mental, not real, existence. Scotus even maintains that
common nature is ontologically prior to unity itself. Mental existence, in
their respective systems, encompasses both individual phantasms and
universal concepts, which are synthesized into various forms of definition.
Avicenna distinguishes between complete and incomplete essential
definitions, complete and incomplete descriptive definitions, and several
types of nominal definitions. Scotus, by contrast, distinguishes between
intuitive and abstractive cognition, which inform his understanding of
definitions. Avicenna’s system, however, offers a more nuanced and
elaborated account of classificatory logic. Finally, the paper examines how
mental concepts are projected into linguistic expressions—ranging from
simple and compound terms to propositions of varying complexity. The
linguistic realization of these concepts, along with their structural and
functional roles in the formulation of knowledge, forms the concluding focus
of the analysis.

Keywords: Avicenna, Duns Scotus, Common Nature, Epistemology,
Philosophy of Language, Linguistic Realization.
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The Difference between Islamic and Humanistic Anthropological
Models in Terms of Perceptions of Human Dignity: A Perspective
from Morteza Motahhari

Aliasghar Torkashvand '
Abbas Gohari ’
Mohsen Gharavian *

Abstract

Although the theory of “perceptions of wvalidity” originates as an
epistemological framework, it extends beyond theory into a foundational
approach for developing robust models in the human sciences. By offering a
deeper understanding of human identity, social relationships, needs, and
goals, this theory lays the groundwork for rethinking Islamic sciences. One
of the key steps in this reformulation is a renewed engagement with “Islamic
anthropology.” Professor Morteza Motahhari approaches this task by
exploring human nature, existential questions, and ultimate aims through the
lens of wvalidity perception. This research employs a philosophical-
comparative method to examine how Motahhari’s interpretation of the
theory of perceptions of validity can reshape Islamic anthropology and
distinguish it from humanistic models. Using a tripartite model—insight,
tendency, and action—the article explores fundamental differences between
Islamic and humanistic anthropologies. It argues that while humanism often
reduces human identity to material or purely psychological dimensions,
Islamic anthropology, as understood by Motahhari, is rooted in a spiritual
ontology that affirms transcendence, divine purpose, and moral
responsibility. As such, humanism falls short of addressing the
epistemological and existential needs of Islamic human sciences. The
findings of this study offer a valuable contribution to both the theoretical
foundations of Islamic anthropology and the broader project of
reconstructing Islamic humanities.

Keywords: Epistemology, Perceptions of Validity, Positivism, Islamic
Anthropology, Humanism.
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An Analytical Study of Epistemic and Non-Epistemic Factors
Contributing to Religious Alienation and Strategies for Its
Resolution: Emphasizing the Views of Morteza Motahhari

Najm al-Sadat Al-Hosseini '
Tayebeh Ebrahimi >
Alaa Tourani*

Abstract

Understanding the factors that influence religious belief—both epistemic and
non-epistemic—is essential for explaining the dynamics of religious
inclination and alienation. This study, based on the thought of Morteza
Motahhari, explores the multifaceted nature of these influences. On the
epistemic side, religion’s ability to provide rational answers to fundamental
human questions, satisfy intellectual needs, and maintain internal coherence
plays a central role in fostering belief. In contrast, non-epistemic obstacles—
such as excessive rigidity in religious practice, unfavorable moral and social
environments, ineffective religious communication, and outdated
educational methods—can contribute significantly to religious estrangement.
Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this research examines Motahhari’s
writings and argues that preserving and strengthening religious belief
requires not only a firm rational foundation but also sensitivity to broader
social, cultural, and psychological conditions. Motahhari highlights key
strategies for countering religious alienation, including piety-centered
education, encouragement of independent thought, respect for reason, and
the nurturing of truth-seeking attitudes. The findings underscore the need for
an integrated approach to understanding religiosity—one that accounts for
the complex interaction between epistemic reasoning and lived experience.

Keywords: Epistemology, Religious Alienation, Epistemic and Non-
Epistemic Factors, Morteza Motahhari, Religious Belief, Materialism.
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Exploring the Problem of Evil: A Comparative Study of John
Hick and Alvin Plantinga’s Perspectives

Arash Rostami '
Mohammad Akvan ’

Abstract

The problem of evil has long been a central theme in philosophical,
theological, and logical debates, extending from antiquity to the present day.
Attempts to reconcile the existence of evil with a fundamentally good and
ordered system have engaged not only theologians of the Abrahamic
religions but also ancient Greek philosophers. One of the most complex and
sensitive aspects of this discussion is the need to explain the nature of evil
and its relation to the goodness of the divine order—a topic that has
consistently sparked deep controversy. This article adopts a descriptive-
analytical method and a comparative approach to examine the views of two
influential contemporary religious philosophers, John Hick and Alvin
Plantinga. Its primary aim is to analyze their respective understandings of
the concept, nature, and role of evil within a theistic framework. The
theoretical exploration of their ideas reveals that, despite differing
viewpoints, their structural approaches to the problem of evil sometimes
share notable similarities. John Hick argues that evil, as an existential reality,
is not merely the negation of a good system nor a challenge to the core
attributes of God—namely omniscience, omnipotence, and perfect goodness.
Rather, he sees evil as a necessary condition for the spiritual and intellectual
development of human beings.

Keywords: Evil, Best (Optimal) System, Analytical Philosophy, John Hick,
Alvin Plantinga, Existential Aspect.
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