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1. Causal conditions
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1. Context Conditions
2. action/ interaction
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2. dogmatism
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2. Robert Fisher
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1. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1690).
2. Some Thoughts Concerning Education (1693).
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1. Generative Grammar Theory.
2. Universal Grammar.
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2. Encoding of experience.
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Critique of the Correspondence Theory of Truth:
Perspectives of Suhrawardi and Heidegger

Kazem Hani '

Abstract

Although the roots of the correspondence theory of truth can be traced back
to Plato's doctrine of ideas, its formal proposal and development occur
within Aristotle's philosophy. According to Aristotle, truth signifies the
correspondence of a judgment or statement with reality, while falsehood
denotes non-correspondence. Since Aristotle's time, despite various shifts,
the correspondence theory has remained one of the dominant theories in
epistemology. However, some philosophers, while acknowledging the
correspondence theory, have pointed to a more fundamental concept that
makes this theory possible. Heidegger and Suhrawardi, in their critiques of
the philosophical traditions preceding them, emphasize that the basic
understanding of humanity and its relationship to objects and phenomena is
not fundamentally a matter of propositions or judgments. This raises an
important question: what precedes propositional truth and provides the
foundation for truth in the sense of correspondence? Using a descriptive-
analytical method, this article explores this question from the perspectives of
Suhrawardi and Heidegger. Heidegger argues that truth in the sense of
"unhiddenness" (Aletheia) is the primary meaning of truth, and that the
forgetting of this meaning has led to the reduction of truth to
correspondence. Suhrawardi similarly contends that truth, in the sense of the
intuition of objects, precedes the correspondence theory. Both Heidegger and
Suhrawardi believe that the correspondence theory lacks the necessary
efficacy for revealing the nature of truth.

Keywords: Suhrawardi, Heidegger, Correspondence Theory, Unhiddenness,
Intuitive Knowledge.
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From Mind to Language: A Genealogy of John Locke's Linguistic
Theory and the Challenges of Its Interpretation

Hasan Mehrnia '

Abstract

The relationship between language and reality, the role of language in
thought, and the structure and function of language have been central
concerns in philosophy since antiquity. These topics gained prominence in
psychology and linguistics during the 17th and 18th centuries. This paper
explores the connection between language and mind in John Locke's
philosophy, with a focus on both traditional and modern interpretations of
his views. By analyzing Locke's epistemological and linguistic ideas,
particularly as presented in An Essay Concerning Human Understanding and
Some Thoughts Concerning Education, this paper concludes that Locke
advocates for a theory of language as a system of codes. In Locke's view,
words serve as symbols of mental concepts, and language reflects cultural
reality. However, due to the complexity and subtlety of his thought, the
diversity of philosophical and ideological assumptions, historical
developments in philosophy and linguistics, and the inherent ambiguity in
Locke's writings, his theory has been interpreted in four distinct ways:
traditional, structuralist, pragmatic, and feminist. This paper examines and
critiques these four interpretive approaches, assessing their strengths and
weaknesses. Its aim is to offer a clear philosophical interpretation of Locke's
linguistic theory, avoiding the influence of political, social, ideological, and
feminist controversies.

Keywords: Locke, Language, Mind, Pragmatism, Structuralism, Feminism.

1. Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Farabi College, University of Tehran, Iran.
hmehrnia@ut.ac.ir.


mailto:hmehrnia@ut.ac.ir

14 3Biannal AcademicThe EpistemologicalResearch

Applying Platonic Solutions to Counter Sophism
in Addressing Cyber Space Dilemmas

Parastoo Mesbahi Jamshid '
Maryam Soltani Kouhanestani

Abstract

The sophistic manipulation of cyberspace by modern individuals mirrors the
epistemological dilemmas faced in ancient Greece, originally provoked by the
Sophists and addressed by the wisdom of Socrates, and most notably, Plato. This
research explores whether Plato's opposition to the Sophists can offer solutions to
the contemporary challenges posed by cyberspace, which often serves as a platform
for modern-day sophistry. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study reveals
that while the structure and content of cyberspace do not entirely align with the
nature of the Sophists' methods, and the creation of virtual space serves a purpose
distinct from the various forms of sophistry promoted by false philosophers, there is
a notable practical resemblance between the two. The parallels between sophistry
and certain dilemmas in cyberspace become evident through elements such as the
substitution of imagination for truth, belief for knowledge, the neglect of
understanding human nature, and the prioritization of speech or writing over
substance. In light of the Platonic approach, the solution to cyberspace issues lies in
emphasizing two core elements: "rationality” and "spirituality." Plato's critique of
the Sophists offers a wisdom-based framework that can guide ordinary users in
navigating the complexities of cyberspace.

keywords: Cyberspace, Sophistry, Plato, Rationality, Spirituality.

1. Assistant professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Farhangian University,
Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author). p.mesbahij@cfu.ac.ir.

2. Associate Professor of Philosophy University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil,
Iran. m.soltani@uma.ac.ir.


mailto:p.mesbahij@cfu.ac.ir
mailto:m.soltani@uma.ac.ir

VoL, 77, No. 24, Autumn & Winter 2022/ 2023 13

An Analytical Approach to Nahj al-Balagheh:
A Foundational Data Study

Seyed Jalil Emami Meybodi '
Kamal Sahraei Ardakani *
Yaser Rezapour Mirsaleh *
Ali Mohammad Mirjalili *

Abstract

The current research was conducted with the aim of developing a model of
thought based on the teachings of Nahj al-Balagheh. This study employs the
qualitative research method of grounded theory, following the Strauss and
Corbin approach. The statistical population consists of all the propositions
found in the book Nahj al-Balagheh, and the sample selection method is
theoretical sampling, focusing on the propositions issued by Imam Ali (a.s.)
regarding contemplation. The data were analyzed using three methods: open,
axial, and selective coding. The research findings indicate that human nature,
the desire for knowledge, responsibility, and will are among the causal
conditions for contemplation. Faith, awe, the benefit of the heart, hearing and
sight, the religion of Islam, and the phenomenon of death are the contextual
conditions for contemplation. In Nahj al-Balagheh's perspective, the use of
intellect, limitations, relationships, mundaneness, and impressionability are the
intervening conditions affecting thought. The strategies for thinking include
questioning, tolerating ambiguity, comprehensiveness, consultation, avoiding
excommunication, and rejecting determinism in the outcomes of thought.
Knowledge of God, trust, and friendship are among the consequences of
contemplation. The model of thinking presented in Nah;j al-Balagheh not only
incorporates many common views on the nature of thought but also introduces
unique aspects, such as critiques of sense perception, reason, and mathematical
thinking, as well as the comprehensiveness of wonder and the role of love,
which distinguish it from other models.

Keywords: Imam Ali (a.s.), Contemplation, Nahj al-Balagheh, Qualitative
Research, Grounded Theory.
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Moral Cognitivism and Noncognitivism

Majid Taiebi Jebeli !
Mohammad Shokri 2
Enshaallah Rahmati *

Abstract

One of the central issues in the epistemology of ethics is the question of
whether moral cognition is possible. This article investigates moral beliefs as
propositions, exploring whether these propositions, which may be derived
from factual realities, expressions of desires and tendencies, expressions of
feelings, or even imperatives, can be deemed right or wrong. Humans are
frequently capable of performing moral actions, yet they often lack the
ability to articulate or argue for their moral reasoning. Although individuals
may not express certainty regarding their moral cognition, they engage in
moral actions, regardless of whether those actions are deemed right or
wrong. The first section of this article addresses individuals' confidence and
intuition concerning moral cognition and action. The second section explores
moral cognitivism, which posits that moral propositions convey a form of
knowledge and can be objectively right or wrong. However, there are
philosophical currents in ethics that challenge the possibility of moral
cognition. These opposing currents are known as non-cognitivism and moral
skepticism. Non-cognitivists argue that moral imperatives and propositions
do not represent beliefs about factual realities and cannot be evaluated as
true or false. While skeptics concede that humans may hold moral beliefs,
they assert that these beliefs are entirely unjustified. This article examines
these debates in detail.

Keywords: Moral knowledge, Non-cognitivism, Skepticism, Moral
propositions, Moral beliefs
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An Analysis and Review of the Epistemological
Foundations of Philosophical Counseling *

Seyed Hesam Hosaini
Akbar Rahnama’
Mehdi Sobhaninejad *

Abstract

This study was conducted with the aim of exploring and elucidating the
epistemological foundations of philosophical counseling. Given that the
researcher's objective is to expand theoretical knowledge within the domain
of philosophical counseling, this research is classified as theoretical or
fundamental in nature and follows a qualitative and philosophical approach.
To gather data and achieve the research objectives, methods such as
conceptual analysis, interpretation, and conceptualization, were employed,
guided by the research questions. According to the findings, in philosophical
counseling, knowledge is viewed as a human achievement derived from the
construction of meanings and the evaluation of human realities. Thus, in this
context, the subject of knowledge is centered on the individual, and human
knowledge is always open to reconsideration and evaluation. This approach
is built upon six epistemological foundations: the inseparability of
knowledge and human existence, the distinction between genuine and false
knowledge, the experiential and cross-cultural nature of knowledge, the
transcendence of discursive knowledge and the fundamental transformation
of reference points, the importance of indirect and critical knowledge, and
self-awareness. The primary sources of knowledge acquisition in
philosophical counseling are rooted in ontological inquiry, while the
principal means of acquiring knowledge include dialogue, formal logic,
phenomenology, the examination and analysis of clients' experiences, and
linguistic analysis. The study concludes that the epistemological foundations
of philosophical counseling significantly influence the methodological
preferences of philosophical counselors.

Keywords: Philosophical counseling, foundation, epistemology, worldview
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Positivist horizons in Iranian Islamic historiography

Amirhossein Hatami !
Meysam Akbarzadeh 2

Abstract

Positivist historiography is a form of modern historiography that emerged in
the 19th century under the influence of the spread of positivism. This
approach emphasizes the primacy of experience and observation, the
separation of objective propositions from value judgments, the attempt to
document history as it truly occurred, and the reliance on original sources
and documentation. For positivists, the historian is viewed as an accurate and
trustworthy reporter whose role is to discover the past rather than reconstruct
it, relying on authentic documents and evidence. In this view, the external
objective world—history as a series of past events—awaits realistic
discovery by the historian. Without imposing a modern concept on pre-
modern epistemology, this article seeks to address the following question:
Are there signs or examples of historiography based on positivist
assumptions within the tradition of Iranian-Islamic historiography? The
research findings suggest that prominent Muslim historians such as Biruni,
Meskawayh, Maghdisi, Yaqoubi, Masoudi, Hamza Esfahani, and others
adhered to principles and methods later embraced by positivist historians in
the 19th and 20th centuries.

Key words: Islamic Historiography, Positivist Historiography, Experience,
Observation.
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The Goals and Principles of Learning Based on the
Epistemological Foundations of Educational Neuroscience

Ghader Faraghi '
Mohsen Farmahini Farahani ’
Mohammad Hasan Mirza Mohammadi *

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to identify the goals and principles of learning
based on the epistemological foundations of educational neuroscience. Using
a documentary method and conceptual analysis, this research explores both
first-order and second-order epistemological foundations of educational
neuroscience. Through the method of progressive inference, as adapted by
Frankena, the study derives the goals and principles of learning based on
these epistemological foundations, utilizing two practical analogies. Some of
the key goals identified through this approach include: relevance to life, the
ability to describe problem-solving and learning processes, the
comprehensive study of the mind, optimal learning, education tailored to
individual differences, and the production of valid and useful knowledge.
The corresponding principles, derived from these goals and second-order
epistemological foundations, include the principle of embodiment, the
principle of non-linear learning, the principle of neuroplasticity, the principle
of relaxed consciousness, the principle of brain integration, and the principle
of creating attention and focusing on learning. The findings of this research
have the potential to enhance the learning process in classroom settings.
However, to increase their applicability and validity, it is essential to
integrate these insights with broader educational science. By merging these
two fields, significant advancements in the domain of learning could be
achieved.

Keywords: Epistemology, Educational Neuroscience, Learning, Learning
Goals, Learning Principles.
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A Comparative Study of Wittgenstein and G.E. Moore on the
Concepts of Knowledge and Certainty

Mohammad Saied Abdollahi
Mohammad Ali Abdollahi’

Abstract

Although contemporary debates on knowledge have expanded, the question
of the possibility of knowledge and certainty remains the foundational issue
in epistemological discussions. Ludwig Wittgenstein and G.E. Moore, two
prominent philosophers of the 20th century, hold significant positions in this
discourse, often in opposition to one another. Moore is the only philosopher
explicitly mentioned in Wittgenstein's On Certainty, and it is Moore's views
on knowledge that serve as a springboard for Wittgenstein’s reflections on
knowledge and certainty. In response to skepticism and the problem of the
possibility of knowledge, Moore asserts that there are certain facts that we
know with certainty. He famously lists propositions—such as "Here is a
hand"—which, according to him, are examples of knowledge that we can be
certain of Wittgenstein’s reaction to Moore’s claims is both critical and
constructive. He argues that Moore’s propositions, like "Here is a hand," do
not function as examples of knowledge in the way Moore suggests; they are
not correctly used as such. Wittgenstein distinguishes between knowledge
and certainty, contending that they belong to different categories. However,
Wittgenstein does agree with Moore in assigning these propositions a unique
role within our epistemic system. His critique does not diminish the
epistemological significance of Moore’s propositions but rather provides a
more fundamental grounding for them.

Keywords: Wittgenstein, Moore, knowledge, Certainty, Hinge Propositions
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The Feasibility of Analytical Philosophy of Language in
Addressing Misunderstandings Related to Drug Abuse

Fattan Dehghani '
Mohammad Raayat Jahromi

Abstract

The global issue of drug addiction remains a significant challenge in modern
society. Despite numerous efforts, no definitive cure for addiction has been
found. One of the persistent obstacles in tackling this problem is the
confusion and misunderstandings that arise from language—Dboth on the part
of those seeking help and the professionals offering it. A philosophical
analysis of the language used in this context could offer a valuable approach
to addressing these issues. Analytical philosophy, in particular, has the
potential to clarify such misunderstandings, leading to a more effective
comprehension of addiction. This article explores how analytical philosophy
can aid in addressing drug abuse by focusing on four key areas: 1) analyzing
the structure of language to resolve ambiguities, 2) examining the
relationship between meaning and application, 3) studying the language and
context specific to drug abuse, and 4) investigating the connection between
truth and application. By applying the insights of analytical philosophy, we
can enhance our understanding of the linguistic misunderstandings
surrounding addiction and potentially improve our strategies for addressing
this critical issue.
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Abstract

This article explores the role of imaginative perceptions in the epistemology
of Al-Farabi and Spinoza using a descriptive-analytical method. It highlights
their commonalities and differences while explaining the underlying causes.
Both Al-Farabi and Spinoza emphasize the significance and utility of
imagination. For both thinkers, imaginative cognition constitutes a crucial
component of human perception. Al-Farabi views the imagination as the
faculty responsible for recalling sensory forms after they are no longer
present and for analyzing and combining these forms in the absence of
sensory observation. This function allows individuals not only to transcend
immediate sensory perception and recognize external observations and their
similarities but also to prepare the mind for more abstract, general cognition.
In this sense, the imaginative faculty serves as a bridge connecting sensory
perceptions with intellectual perceptions. Spinoza, on the other hand, regards
perception derived from the body's impressions of the external world as a
vague or imaginative perception. He argues that this type of perception does
not provide knowledge about the true nature of objects or their relationships;
rather, it offers only vague ideas that are practically useful for everyday life.
While Al-Farabi affirms the realism of imaginative sensory perception,
Spinoza assigns it practical, rather than theoretical, value. For Spinoza,
imagination encompasses sensory, experiential, and imaginative perceptions,
as well as knowledge derived from the repetition of general concepts,
including false notions.
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Abstract

Merleau-Ponty, like other existentialist philosophers, posits that every
individual occupies a unique situation, position, and existence within the
world. This existence arises from the notion of being-in-the-world, and,
conversely, from their perspective, individuals experience the world through
this unique situation and being-in-the-world. The body, in turn, enables the
living individual to discover and situate themselves within their existence.
This article seeks to evaluate Merleau-Ponty's perspective on these two
concepts through an analysis of Impressionist art, specifically the works of
Claude Monet. Monet's paintings exemplify Merleau-Ponty's concept of the
"body of consciousness," illustrating the artist's perception of his lived
situation and his embodied experience of being-in-the-world. In Merleau-
Ponty's interpretation, this being-in-the-world mirrors the Impressionist
approach to representation, which informs their artistic style. The central
question of this article is whether, given Merleau-Ponty's assertion that
human connection with the external world is fundamentally rooted in
sensory perception, the Impressionists—particularly Claude Monet—share a
similar approach in their depictions of the external world. Monet's use of
light to achieve a unique sensory and visual perception of the world aligns
his artistic vision with Merleau-Ponty's philosophical framework.
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