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Polito-Historical traditions and Iranian's Shi'ism approach
Abstract

Diversity of religions and religious beliefs in different societies is a common thing. But the main problem is why
and how believers of a religion present different understanding from it; for example, when Muslims whereas
believe one God, one prophet and one book (the Quran), why they are divided in the different sects and why they
defined different political systems under the titles of Sunni and Shi'ism? And basically, why Iranians are tended to
Shi'ism? So, the aim of this article is showing the Iranians intellectual and cultural backgrounds on accepting the
Shi'ism then attend to this hypothesis that ancient Iran's intellectual and cultural traditions led to draw the
diverse Islamic political system. We by using descriptive — analytical method trying to explain this hypothesis. In
the end, we conclude that Iranians' understanding of the sacred position of the ruler, its centrality in the cohesion
of the society, the continuation of the rule in the same family and the final emergence of an individual from that
family to spread the accepted sacred teaching of that family lead to this fact that they consider the family of the
Messenger of God as holy, accept the authenticity of Imam Ali (a.s.) and his children for the Imamate, and
consider the promised Imam the savior of humanity and the spreader of the divine tradition.

Keywords: Historical traditions, Ancient Iran, Shi'ism, Islamic teachings. Political system



